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Turkey: Netanyahu harming peace 

KUWAIT (AP) — Turkish President Suleyman 
Dermrel was quoted Monday as savins that Israrfi 
Pnme Minister Benyamin Netanyahu was hurting the 
Middle East peace process. In an imerview wSb the 
independent daily A1 Qabas, Mr. Dcmircl said that 
“nobody approves of what Netanyahu is doing” He is 
inning the peace process," Mr. Demind said. 
Turiay is one of the few countries in die region with 
which Israel has full relations. The two countries 
signed a military cooperation agreement in 1996. 
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Guif states, Syria, Egypt 
postpone Doha meeting 

MUSCAT (AFP) — The six Gulf Arab monarchies. 
Egypt and Syria have again postponed a planned meet- 
ing in Doha, Qatari Foreign Minister Hamad Ben 
Ja&sera Ben Jabr Al Thani said here Monday. “There is 
no date yet for this meeting, which could take place after 
the summer because of tire commitments of [foreign] 
ministers," Sheikh Hamad told reporters while on a visit 
to Oman. Gulf diplomats had said the delayed meeting 
of the so-called Damascus Declaration states would take 
place on May 20. It groups the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC> stales of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. Qatar. 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates with their 
1991 Gulf war allies, Syria and Egypt. The group was 
set up in March 1991. a month after the conflict which 
evicted Iraqi occupation troops from Kuwait. 
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In surprise visit to professional unions 


King declares new chapter In union-government ties 
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By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

' ' h AMMAN — His Majesty 
^ King Hussein on Monday 
r met *b® presidents of 
" cn the professional associa- 

■Vh & ons ant * ^ ater ^^tared 
" n ' 1 Wj. that a new chapter has been 
opened in the strained rela- 
tions between the govern- 
ment and the unions. 

“We turned a new, bright 
page of cooperation and 
trust,” King Hussein told 
reporters after an unsched- 
uled two-hour meeting 
t- with the presidents of 13 
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- J if**'' unions, mainly dominated 
..- :ic by Islamists and leftists. 

- 0 ) - Relations between the 


the 


1 , . h T ^ unions and the government 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
* Nte Sal am Majali — who was 
... y 1 ™. l[ present at the meeting — 
: i ^ ru,y '■?- have been sour since last 
■ ■' r ) November, when the 
'■'■if-h Gets; 80,000-strong Union of 
' ' H 'to fe Professional Associations 
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joined the Islamist-led 
opposition in the boycott 
of the general elections. 
They cited the 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel and what 
they termed as "a steady 
erosion of parliamentary 
authority and the lowering 
of the ceiling of public 
freedoms” among the rea- 
sons behind the boycott 

Daring yesterday’s meet- 
ing, the King called on 
union presidents to exert 
“serious efforts to build the 
future and deal with reality 
in a vigilant and responsi- 
ble manner,” the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

“One should not belittle 
the achievements of this 
country,” Petra quoted the 
King as telling union lead- 
ers, while stressing the 
importance of “continuous 
dialogue” between the 
government and all com- 
ponents of civil society. 


The King called on the 
professional associations, 
traditionally a hotbed for 
the opposition, to focus 
their programme on raising 
standards and efficiency of 
the professions, before 
anything else. 

Petra quoted the King as 


expressing hope that the 
unions will sene as institu- 
tions to qualify and train 
young generations of pro- 
fessionals who will usher 
the Kingdom into a 
brighter future. 

Responding to the 
unions’ opposition to the 


1994 peace treaty with 
Israel and normalisation of 
ties with the Jewish state, 
the King stressed that 
peace is a strategic option 
for Jordan. 


(Continued on page 7 ) 


King orders Shbeilat’s release 

AMMAN (3.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein on Monday ordered the release of outspoken oppo- 
sition figure Leith ShbetiaL. jailed for instigating the Ma’an riots, official sources said 

The Shbeilat affair is over, with his colleagues as guarantors for him." King Hussein told reporters 
after a two-bour meeting with the presidents of Jordan’s 13 professional unions. 

Interior Minister Nadar Rashid told the Arabic daily Al Ra’i tfaa a regular Cabinet session today 
will study the procedures for Mr. Shbeilat’s release. 

Me. Shbeilat has already been pardoned twice by the King in 1992 and 1996. after the State Secu- 
rity Court comxaed him for treason and lese majeste. 

The 56-year-old. self-styled Islamist has served in the 1989-1993 Lower House of Parliament and 
was the head of Jordan's strongest union, the Jordan Engineers Association. 

He was sentenced by the State Security' Court on Tuesday to nine months in jail for instigating die 
Februay Ma’an riots. His lawyer. Hussein Mjalli, appealed before die High Court of Justice. 

Riots broke out in the southern city, after demonstraicrs defied a government ban on public raffies 
in support of Iraq, during its latest stand-off with the UN. over arms inspections. 

Oat man was killed and 24 others injured during the unrest. 

EC. 



His Majesty’ King Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Prime Minis- 
ter Abdnl Salam Majali walk out of ihe headqnrters of the professional onions, Monday, 
followed by onion leaders after a surprise visit by the King (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 
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Albright, Arafat meeting in London finds no breakthrough 

Netanyahu, back in Israel, denies 
accepting 13% troop withdrawal 


Combined agency 
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A HASTILY arranged 
meeting between U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Monday failed to find a way 
through the impasse in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“We didn’t achieve a 
breakthrough. On the con- 
trary, we are working hard 
to overcome differences,” 
said U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin. 

Ms. Albright was more 
upbeat in fielding a 
reporter’s question on a 
possible breakthrough. 
“We’ll see. We had good 
constructive talks,” she said 
as she left 

Ml Arafat said nmhing as 
he left the Churchill Hotel 
after his 90-miiiate meeting 
with Ms. Albright 

US. President Bill Clin - 
too, U.S. officials and Ml 
A rafat had all played down 
any talk of a major develop- 
DKut before the meeting. 

US. mediator Dennis 
Ross flew to JLandon after 
renting Sunday in Wash- 
mgtan with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. “Some ideas 
came up,” an Israeli diplo- 
ma told the Associated 
Press in explaining Ml 

Ross’ trip. 

_ Ms. Albright already was 
in London to brief Mr. Clin- 
on the intensive U.S. 
efibrt to persuade Mr. 
Netanyahu to h*» yd over an 
^itiooal 13 per cent of the 

West Bank to Arafat 

And Ml Arafat flew in 
ftotti Oslo, Norway, where 
% said earlier in the day 
^ be hoped his meeting 


with Ms. Albright might 
nudge the peace process 
forward. 

T hope she will have 
something to say to me 
about the talks that took 
place between her and Mr. 
Netanyahu,” Ml Arafat told 
300 delegates at a meeting 
of the Socialist Interaation- 
aL 

In his speech. Ml Arafat 
accused Ml Netanyahu of 
obstructing negotiations, in 
particular tire 13 per cent 
handover. 

“The current Israeli gov- 
ernment is not serious about 
reaching a just and petma- 
neat settlement with securi- 
ty for aU,” he said. 

The chair man of tire 
Socialists International, 
Pierre Manroy of France, 
condemned the “intolerance 
and political blindness” of 
the Israeli government 
which "amid lead to tire 
isolation of tire state of 
Israel., which we do not 
want” 

Mr. Mauroy also said Ml 
N etanyahu’s "caricatural 
stubbornness” was "endan- 
gering the security of the 
people” in the region. 

Opening the Socialists 
Inte rn at i onal meeting, Nor- 
way’s Labour Party leader 
Anri fanner Prime Minister 
Thorbjoexn Jagland said, 
“There will be no peace in 
the Middle East before the 
Palestinians have their own 


Netanyahu threatens to ‘ set Washington on fire ’ 


Combined agency dispatches 

US. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton on Monday 
refused to comment on reported threats by 
Israrii ftime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to 
“sa Washington on fire” if die UJS. administra- 
tion tries to Name him for tire peace deadlock. 

As the United States pressed on with attempts 
to broker a Middle East peace package. Ml 
GG nton expressed "hopes" of a breakthrough in 
the negotiations. 

"Anything I say publicly to characterise die 
position taten by Pnme Minister Netanyahu or 
anybody else*, would almost certainly reduce 
the chanoes of our being able to get agreement 
which would move parties to final status, reduce 
ikamaricaHy tensions in the region," be said. 

Ml CBmon stressed simply that the parties 
involved in the Middle East peace process “have 
been working in earnest good faith." 

"\\fc have our hopes, bin it is important not to 
raise false hopes,” be told journalists after the 
biannual U£.-Europe summit 


The Haaretz and Yediot Aharooot quoted Ml 
N etanyahu aides as saying the prime minister 
made the threat to "set Washington on fire” if 
Clinton administration tries to blame him for the 
deadlock in negotiations with the Palestinians 
while meeting with Republican allies in Wash- 
ington last week. 

Ml Netanyahu reportedly said he would 
imteash his Republican friends and members of 
the powerful U.S. Jewish commumty against 
Mr. Clinton if the U.S. administration goes 
through with threats to blame him publidy for 
refusing compromise proposals to ievhe peace 
negotiations with the Patetinians. 

“According to Israeli sources, Netanyahu 
threatened to ‘set Washington on fire' if the 
administration tries to pressure him,” the 
Haaretz said. 

Haaretz said Republican congressional lead- 
ers told Ml Netanyahu over the weekend that 
they were ready to launch the bank against Ml 
C linton, but the Israeli leader asked than to hold 
off for tvro weeks while negotiations continued. 


Prince Hassan urges Arabs to settle 
differences, work in harmony 
towards the future 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Roval 

<0 

Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Monday urged Arab 
nations to settle their differ- 
ences and concentrate on 
long-term socio-economic 
and political development. 

He also said that oil-pro- 
ducing countries should 
develop non-oil sectors and 
diversify natural and human 
resources to cope with 
dwindling oil resources in 
the future. 

“Arab states... have to 
overcome their differences 
and concentrate on com- 


mon needs for the long- 
term in achieving econom- 
ic, political, and social 
development,” Senate 
Speaker Zeid Rifa’i, deliv- 
ering the Crown Prince’s 
speech, told the opening 
session of a two-day con- 
ference in Amman on 
“Arab Oil and Diplomacy; 
Towards the 21st Century” 
The conference, organ- 
ised by the Jordan Institute 
of Diplomacy, is focusing 
on long-term issues such as 
the strategic importance of 
Arab oil, changes in the 
Arab World order and the 
need for a fresh perspective 
on Arab oil and diplomacy: 


Prince Hassan said Arab 
states, with varying nation- 
al incomes, could face 
future challenges and make 
better use of opportunities 
if they adopted a compre- 
hensive regional develop- 
ment policy with a common 
strategic vision. 

This would include a suc- 
cessful and active foreign 
diplomacy that could make 
better use of oil as a 
weapon of power, the 
Crown Prince added. 

He noted that whenever 
oil had been thus used, it 
had been a factor in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hebron clashes continue; Israeli troops 
attack freedom fighters in south Lebanon 


SIX PALESTINIANS were 
injured on Monday in a fifth 
day of dashes between Israeli 
soldiers and snxje-throwing 
pro te sto rs in the West Bank 
town of Hebron, witnesses 


stare.” 

He also called for a 
renewal “of the spirit of 
Oslo,” the city that gave its 
name to the peace accords. 

Shimon Peres, addressing 
the 300 delegates from more 
than 139 countries, parties 
«nd organisations , also 

(Continued P®S® 7) nesses said. 


Several dozen youths threw 
stones and Molotov cocktails 
at sakfiers, who responded by 
firing rubber-coated metal bul- 
Jets, tightl y inj uring six ptO- 


Palestmian police tried to 
stop die protested, but they ran 

out of the zone under Palestin- 
ian security cocarol to a street 
near Jtewish settlemenis in the 

area, wit- 


The dashes continued spo- 
radically for several hours 
until the protesters were dis- 
persed. 

Eghl protesters were injured 
on Monday in similar dashes, 
winch have continued sporad- 
ically since Thursday, when 
five Palestinians were killed 
by Israeli soldiers in riots 
which brake out throughout 
die West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In Lebanon, Israeli troops 
wounded several guerrillas 
overnight in an operation 
north of the south Lebanese 
occupation zone, an army 
spokesman said on Monday. 

“Israeli forces, who were on 
a military operation outside of 
the security zone in Ac area of 
die Majdal Selim village, spot- 
ted a pell of twnwK and 


opened fire at them. Several 
terrorists were wounded and 
there were no Israeli casual- 
ties,” the army said in a state- 


Israd Radio said an dire 
commando unit nnd ararfc 
helicopters took part in the 
operation. 

Israel Radio described the 
area as a centre of activity for 
Hizbollab group which is 
fighting a guerrilla war to oust 
land from the occupation 


Raids by Israeli warplanes 
last week killed 10 members 
of Palestinians and wounded 
22 in Lebanon’s BekaaValky. 
The toll was the highest in one 
incident inside Lebanon since 
last September when 12 Israeli 
soldiers were killed. 


U.N. panel tells Israel to stop violating anti-torture accord 
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(AP) — UN- experts ruled Monday that 
Sfaorild imnyvKatpJy matt vifllatiOg lfa& gfafaJ 

a£ rixd gainst torture in its gr gl ' mptlt Pales tinian 
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^^kmd justifies- the use of tor 

diplomats expressed "surprise i 
j^arneoT at tie exclusions, bot said fix 
^ Panel of independent experts had a “< 
'er m tone” since ft ruled against 


fee 


heard arguments about the Israel practices, such as 
depriving prisoners of sleep, covering their heads 
«Mi cadre and Masting them with loud music. 

. h noted IsraeTs agument that each case most be 
dealt with on its own merits, bur that it d es ti ned for 
wMcnng ofsecMriy to reveal details of intenogatioos- 
However die experts’ ruling said: ’Interrogations 
app fyfna tiv* mprivvfe referred to above are in conflict 
with- the convention and should cease immediately.” 
The praH marts in Geneva twice a year to review, 
m aim, the performance of the 105 countries that 

have pledged to uphold the convention. It held a year 
ago that Israel was violating the accorti 
Id its latest nilmg the committee said Israel should 


incorporate die provisions of the convention into 
Israeli law and said it should make sure administra- 
tive detention in die occupied territories also com- 
plies. 

The committee noted favourably that “the Israeli 
delegation initialed upon this occasion a genuine dia- 
logue that revealed Israel’s imhappiness with the pre- 
sent amarinn without acknowledging any breach of 
the convention.” 

The experts said they respect Israel’s right to pre- 
sent its position even if their reasons and conclusions 
differ from the panel’s. 

"The committee... expresses the genuine desire to 
wnminitf- the Hialng ue and to resolve the differences 
between Israel and ftseIC die ruling said. 


Vatican reaffirms support 
for King’s peace efforts 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — The Vati- 
can Monday reaffirmed its 
support for the efforts made 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san towards the establishment 
of peace in the Middle East 
and for encouraging dialogue 
among the three monotheistic 
faiths, securing free worship 
and protecting human rights. 

The Macao’s views were 
conveyed by Monsignor 
Dominique Rczau. charge 
d’affaires at the Vatican 
embassy in Amman, who 
lauded ’ Ionian's efforts 
towards safeguarding the reli- 
gious status of the Holy City' 
of Jerusalem as an open city 
for all believers. 

Monsignor Rczau stressed 


the Vatican’s outright rejec- 
tion of Israel’s claims to the 
Holy City as its capital, say- 
ing that from the religious 
point of view Jerusalem 
should be open far all and no 
one should claim sovereignty. 

Monsignor Rezau also 
voiced the Vatican’s rejection 
of the idea of internationalis- 
ing the Holy Gty politically, 
and denounced Israel’s cur- 
rent practice in Jerusalem as 
contravening international 
laws and the UN. Char ter. 

He said it is true that the 
Holy See has established 
diplomatic relations with 
Israel but he added that open- 
ing a dialogue with the 
Israelis does not mean the 
Vatican approves of Israel’s 


practices and policies in this 
region. 

Last week. Pope John Raul 
II paid tribute to King Hus- 
sein and lauded his efforts to 
establish a comprehensive, 
durable and just peace. 

The Pope made the state- 
ment during a meeting with 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Afcel Biltaji, who 
delivered a message from 
King Hussein oa the latest 
developments of the peace 
process. 

Monsignor Rezau also told 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the Vatican is con- 
templating tiie idea of estab- 
lishing a university in Jordan 
similar to those established in 
Bethlehem and Beirut 


Kuwaiti FM hands in resignation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah has banded in his resig- 
nation. Kuwaiti newspapers 
reported on Monday, in what 
diplomats saw as a tad to 
reassert his position within die 
government. 

~ Sheikh Sabah, who has 
served as foreign minister for 
die past 35 years, banded his 
resignation on Sunday to the 
Kuwaiti emir, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, and missed 
the last cabinet meeting, the 
reposts sai d . 

There was no official confir- 
mation that Shdkh Sabah, who 
is also first deptay prime minis- 
ter, had reagnedL 

Technically, the letter of res- 


ignation should have gone to 
the Kuwaiti prime minister and 
crown prince, Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah AJ Salim Al Sabah, a 
dipferratic source sail 

’'This may simply be an 
internal way to resolve differ- 
ences within die ruling family. 
Sheikh Sabah apparently warns 
the emir to do something to 
balance the cabinet team and 
have his viewpoint heatri,” one 

diplomat said. 

hi a similar episode, the for- 
eign minister handed in his res- 
ignation on Dec. IS, 1995 fol- 
lowing criticism of moves to 
normalise ties with Jordan, 
which was seen as siding with 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
the emirate. 

Bui Sheikh Sabah, who was 


bom in 1929 and is a half- 

brother of the emir, changed his 
mind die same day after Sheikh 
Jaber intervened. 

Diplomats said Shdkh 
Sabah was strongly opposed to 
Iasi week’s vis it by Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, spiritual guide 
of the Palestinian Islamist 
movement, Hamas. 

Sheikh Yassin was the first 
Palestinian leader to viat 
Kuwait since the 1991 Gulf 
war wfaoi Kuwait also accused 
the Palestinians of skiing with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Shdkh Sabah, who did not 
receive Sheikh Yassin, backs 
tiie IsraeB-Palestiman 
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German minister calls for Israeli 


withdrawal from south Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) — A senior 
German official on Monday 
called on Israel to withdraw its 
troops from southern Lebanon 
in line with international reso- 
lutions. 

Wemer Hoyer, minister of 

state for foreign affairs, said 
the United Nations Resolution 
425. which calls far an uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of Israeli 
troops, must be implemented 

“We support the implemen- 
tation of the resolution without 
any amendments... and in full, 
to be able to achieve security 
and stability for the people of 


the region,’' Me Hoyer said 
after talks with Lebanese For- 
eign Minister Earis Bwriz. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
repeatedly said Israel is ready 

to vacate the 10 per oenr of 
Lebanese land that it occupies 
in the south, but only after 
receiving guarantees there 
would be no cross-border 
guerrilla attacks on northern 
Israel 

The Lebanese government 
has rejected the proposals, say- 
ing it wants Israel to withdraw 
without conditions as the U N. 


resolution of 1978 stipulates. 

Mr. Hoyer said he was not 
carrying any new initiative to 

reactivate deadlocked Middle 

East peace negotiations, but 
added that his country backed 
the efforts of the United States 

as a broker in the process. 

The German minister, who 
arrived Friday, also met with 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi. Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri and Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Beni Monday. 

“We expect Lebanon to be 
an important partner in future 
economic development in the 


Mediterranean basin," 1 Ml 
H oyer said after talks with Mr. 
Hariri. 

Mr. Hoyer added he was 
“very touched by Lebanon’s 
economic dynamism,"" which 
readers it an important partner 
for Germany. 

German companies are 
already involved in projects to 
rebuild Lebanon from die dev- 
astation of the 1975-90 civil 


war 

The Gennan government 
also has given Lebanon $62 
milliGQ in loans and a $16 mil- 
lion grant for various projects. 


Israel, Lebanon should resolve pullout Women 


‘diplomatically’ — Israeli official 


demand release 


of Hamas 


CAIRO (AFP; — Israel and 
Lebanon need to solve “diplo- 
matically" their differences 
because military solutions have 
failed, a senior Israeli official 
said in an interview published 
here Monday. 

But Uri Lubrani, the coordi- 
nator of Israeli affairs in 
Lebanon, warned that Israeli 
troops will never pull out of 
southern Lebanon unless the 
government in Beirut guaran- 
teed security on hs northern 
bonier. 

“The problems between 
Israel and Lebanon are security 
problems and they cannot be 
solved by military means," Mr. 
Lubrani told the Egyptian gov- 
ernment daily A1 Ahram. 


“We can go to Lebanon any- 
time we choose because we 
have a powerful army but this 
is not a solution.” said Mr. 
Lubrani in reference to past 
Israeli invasions of southern 
Lebanon during which scores 
of Jewish soldiers were killed. 

“We go and we return but the 
situation remains unchanged 
that is why die solution must be 
diplomatic," Ml Lubrani said 

Israel’s offer to pull troops 
from a buffer strip in south 
Lebanon, which it has occu- 
pied for 20 years, depends cm 
security guarantees from 
Beirut “in line with the terms 
of U.N. Resolution 425." Mr. 
Lubrani said 

“Lebanese sovereignty can- 


not be achieved without with- 
drawal and a withdrawal can- 
not be completed unless there 
are security arrangements," Mr. 
Lubrani said 

“But if we cannot reach secu- 
rity arrangements we will 
remain in southern Lebanon 
because we have no other 
choice.'' Mr. Lubrani said 

Mr. Lubrani said a peace 
agreement could be reached 
with Lebanon “within two 
days of negotiations." 

Asked about the possibilities 
of striking a peace accord with 
Syria, he said: “The situation is 
much more complicated but I 
think Syria will be the last to 
reach a peace agreement with 
us." 


members from 



SPLA MARKS INSURGENCY ANNIVERSARY: lighters of the Sudan People’s 
[ Liberation Army (SLPA) parade Monday in Merrawi, southern Sudan, to mark the 
15th anniversary of the SPLA insurgency. The Sudanese government has accused 
the rebel SPLA of killing more than 1,000 prisoners of war and mistreating those 


killing more than 1,UUU prisoners 

r emaini n g in SPLA camps, press reports said Sunday. Sudan is riven by a 15-year- 
old civil war pitting the southern Christian and animist rebels agai n st the I s l a m ic 
government in the north (AFP photo) 


Palestinian jails 


Algerian security forces kill 63 


rebels over weekend 


papers 


ALGIERS (R) — Alg erian 
security forces in a series of 
operations have killed at Least 
63 rebels, while attackerc at 
the weekend gunned down 
two peasants, newspapers said 
on Monday. 

The gunmen killed the two 
peasants on Saturday near a 
forest by Sidx Omrane village 
in Tiaret province. 220 tan 
southwest of Algiers, Le 
Matin daily said. 

The newspaper said the 


attackers were “terrorists" — 
official shorthand for 
Islamists.-. 

Troops shot dead at Least 63 
Islamists in the latest opera- 
tions in four Algerian 
provinces, said A1 Acti, A1 
Khabar and La Tribune dailies. 

Two-thirds of the rebels 
were killed at the weekend in 
Boubreak area in the coastal 
province of Boumetdes, 40 
km east of Algiers, the pro- 
government AIAcil daily said. 


The newspaper said the gun- 
men had been under the com- 
mand of Hassan Hartab , a 
leader of the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). Algeria's radical 
rebel faction. 

Troops, often backed by 
artillery and helicopters, 
stepped up military operations 
against Islamists after mas- 
sacres of hundreds of civilians 
between late December and 
January. 


Arab activists reject U.S. draft law on 


religious freedom as discriminatory 


JERICHO (.AFP) — Some 50 
Palestinian women demon- 
strated on Monday outside a 
prison here demanding the 
release of members of the 
Islamist group Hamas, some 
of whom have been on hunger 
strike, witnesses said. 

The women marched in 
front of the Palestinian police 
prison in the West Bank town 
of Jericho and blocked off a 
road used by joint Israeii- 
Palestinian security patrols 
with stones and. a sit-in, the 
witnesses said 

A group of policewomen 
tried in vain to convince the 
women to move, while securi- 
ty officials were forced to 
reroute the Lsraeli-Palestxnian 
patrol which goes through 
Jericho, witnesses said 

Four Hamas members have 
been on a hunger strike for 10 
days in the prison, demanding 
their release, said Eissa 
Qaraqie, an official in the pris- _ 
oners-rights group Prisoners 
Gub. 

Outside the prison, the 
women shouted slogans and 
carried banners de manding 
the release of their sms and 
husbands. 

“My son has been impris- 
oned for 21 days and is now 
on hunger strike. At least they 
could move him to our home- 
town of Bethlehem, so I could 
visit him easier, rather than 
keeping him in Jericho" said 
Safiya Oudeh, one of the pro- 
testors. 


Russia, Syria near major 


arms deal 


newspaper 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Russia 
and Syria are nearing agree- 
ment on their first major arms 
deal since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, The Jerusalem 
Post newspaper reported on 
Monday. 

Citing Israeli security offi- 
cials and Russian diplomatic 
sources, foe newspaper said 
the deal would involve the 
sale of air defence systems for 
5300-400 million. 

The impending agreement 
was expected to come up for 
discussion when Russia's 
special Mideast envoy, Viktor 
PosuvaJyuk, arrives in Israel 


later Monday for talks with 
Israeli officials, the newspa- 
per said. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk met with 
Syrian leaders in Damascus 
over the weekend. 

An unnamed Israeli defence 
official quoted by The 
Jerusalem Post said foe Rus- 
sia-Syria air defence deal was 
on foe verge of being signed 
“I think they mean business 
this time. We are about to see 
an influx of Russian arms to 
Syria.” he said 
The Israeli and Russian 
sources both stressed that the 
revived military cooperation 


focused wholly on defensive 
weapons systems and that 
Moscow was not offering 
such offensive arms as tanks 
or missiles. 

The current negotiations 
fgcus on a Russian anti-air- 
craft system known as the 
SA-10D or S-300 — the 
same ground-to-air missile 
system Moscow plans to 
deliver to Cyprus later this 
year. 

The Systran has an 
advanced r adar which can 
spot low-flying aircraft and 
incoming ballistic missiles, 
the newspaper reported 



4 Egyptian 
in shootout 


CAIRO (AP) -T-' 
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Islamists in a 
Monday, and one^a wfeg 
was tailed in &er brossiiile, 

police said A fiffojafitant 
surrendered after 

battle in the town ; c£ 
Malawi, 260 km soqtif.Qf 
Cairo, said pa&ce 
speaking on corefitkxi jcf 
anonymity. They safif foe. 
five guerri^'wererespcte 
sible for the slaying of 45- 
policemea and rivQiajs. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
police released Monday a 
Palestinian 


many who had been arrest- 
ed bike last week on suspi- 
cion of planning anri-Laaefi 
attacks, the anny radio sail 
The unidentified 30-year- 
ota Palestinian was released 
after inteaogatioa by 
Israel's internal intelligence 
service Shin Beth after bis 
anrest on bis arrival Thurs- 
day at Ben Gurion airport 
outside Tel Aviv, the radio 
said 


Islamists attack political 
rally in Tehran park 


Human rights group calls on 


Turkey to protect activists 


ANKARA (AFFj — A leading 
human rights organisation 
called on Turkey Monday to 
take steps to protect rights 
activists working within its bor- 
ders. 

The statement by the 
International Federation of the 
League of Human Rights 
(HDHj followed the shooting 
last week of Akin BirdaL 50- 
year-okl head of foe Turkish 
Human Rights Federation. 

FIDH President Patrick Bau- 
doin criticised the government 
for failin g to take steps to bring 


to justice those who commit 
such attacks, in an open letter to 
TUrkish President Suleyman 
Demirel and Premier Mesut 
Yilmaz. 

“No concrete measures” have 
been taken as yet so that those 
responsible for human rights 
violations, “particularly the too 
many attacks and executions of 
the type of which Akin Birdal 
was a victim” are in future 
arrested and famished, he 
wrote. 

He challenged foe heads of 
government to take immediate 


steps to guarantee the“security‘ 
and freedom of movement of 
the defenders of human rights 
in TUrfsey.” 

TUrkey should as soon as pos- 
sible join foe United Nations 
declaration on die protection of 
human rights, adopted in April 
by the UN.’s Human Rights 
Commission, he added. 

Mr. Biidal hit by at least six 
bullets when two unknown 
attackers burst into his office in 
central Ankara, was described 
by his doctor as being out of 
danger Monday. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Around 30 members of an 
Islamis t vigilante group 


attacked student activists 
who had gathered in a park 
brae Monday to demon- 
strate support for banian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, witnesses said. 


Turkish court acquits 
Islamist mayor 


ANKARA (AP) — A court 
acquitted an Islamist mayor 
of a small town Monday of 
charges of inciting national 
hatred based cm religious 
separatism, the Anatolia 
news agency said. Sukru 
Karatepe, fo& mayor of cen- 
tral Kayseri city, is already 
in prison serving a 10- 
mooth term for insulting 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, foe 
founder of die modem, sec- 
ular Turkish state. On Mon- 
day, Judge TUrgut Qkyay 
acquitted him in another 
case whore he charged for a 
1997 speech deemed anti- 
secuian The judge ruled 


that his words remained 
within the limits of freedom 
of expression, the agency 
said. 


CAIRO (AP) — An Arab hu man rights group 
on Monday rejected as dfccriminatory a pro- 
posed U.S. law calling for sanctions against 
countries that persecute religious minorities. 

The Cairo-based Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights said the bill can be used by the 
United States as a political tool to punish some 
nations, “with total disregard to human rights." 

The U.S. House of Representatives passed 
foe bill Thursday by 375 votes to 41. But it still 
needs to be approved by the U.S. Senate and 
finally by U.S. President Bill Clinton, who has 
promised to veto iL 

His administration says such a law will hin- 
der the president's ability to conduct foreign 
policy. 

The Arab Organisation accused Jewish 


lobby groups of working to get the bill passed 
in order to see Muslim countries in foe region 
punished for alleged mistreatment of their 
Christian minorities. 

The group believes the law would only be 
used to target Muslim countries but not Israel 
for its treatment of the Palestinians. 

The bill proposes to target offending coun- 
tries by excluding them from non-humanitari- 
an aid, banning certain exports to them and 
depriving them of loans by international finan- 
cial institutions. 

Although the bill does not specifically men- 
tion any country, its earlier drafts pointed at the 
discrimination freed by Coptic Christians in 
Egypt, raising a storm of protest here. 


Wave of arrests in dissident Iranian cleric’s hometown 


TEHRAN (AFP) — At least 15 peo- 
ple have been arrested in the Iranian 
town of Najafobad. where there has 
been a wave of protest in support of 
Ayatollah Hossein-Ali Montazeri. a 
dissident leader under house arrest a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

An Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
official confirmed that 15 people 
“have been implicated in the recent 
troubles,” in Ayatollah Montazeri's 
hometown near Esfahan In central 
Iran. 


An unspecified number of local 
officials sympathetic to foe cleric, a 
former designated heir to foe late 
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, have also been relieved of 
foeir duties, he said. 

The official said several members of 
foe “gang of Mehdi Hashemi were at 
foe root of the trouble” 

Mehdi Hashemi. a cleric who was a 
member of foe Revolutionary Guards 
and close to Ayatollah Montazeri. was 
executed in 1986 for involvement in a 


“plot" against the Islamic Revolution. 

There has been a wave of strikes in 
Najafabad since the 76-year-old cler- 
ic was placed under bouse arrest for 
challenging foe rule of supreme 
leader Ayatollah All Khamenei. 

The latest arrests came after Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei issued a stem warning 
Thursday to Ayatollah Montazeri's 
followers in Esfahan, accusing them 
of plotring against the regime. 

In a message repeatedly broadcast 
on Esfahan television, foe Iranian 


leader called for a massive demon- 
stration of his loyalists to thwart one 
planned by Ayatollah Montazeri's 
supporters on Friday. 

Ayatollah Montazeri has been under 
tight police surveillance since 
November when be criticised Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei for dominating politi- 
cal affairs. He also called for more 
powers for Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami, supported by leftists 
and reformers in the regime. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

J5:10 Cartoon — Pro Stars 

15:30 SmallTalk— “Quiz 

Show” 

16:00 ..Drama — Bordenown 
16:30 Doc. — The Health 
Show 

17:00 Route of Capricorn 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:00 Jje Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19:30 _ News headlines 

19:35 Step by Step — “Three 

Girts and Baby" 

20:10 .What Would You Do? 

20:30 Drama — Rhodes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Film — “Victim 
of Haunt" 

23:59 Metro Cafe 

00:30 EndofTX. 


* r . 




JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 



DEPARTURES 


Tel. 


Tel. 


Tel. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:02. Fajr 


05:32 


MimilllHIHHI 


(Sunrise) Duha 


12:32...- Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asr 

19:32. .Maghreb 

21:02 Tsha 


CHURCHES 


St Mary °f Nazareth Church 
Swrifieh, TeL 5920740 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St- Joseph Church 

4624590 

Terra Sancta Church 
4622366 

Anglican Church 
4624S53/4624SI1. 

St- Afrtan Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

Gentian-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 56S8404 
The EvangeScal Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swri- 
ffeh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Eogfefa-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church ILL 
4628052 

The Armenian Cathode 
Church TeL 771331 


The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 77526 1 


Dn Abbas AJ Hakim 885446 

0c Arafat Adibab 5602507 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
becoming 3-6 degrees centi- 
grade below average, skies part- 
ly cloudy, showers expected in 
foe northern and central parts of 
foe Kingdom, and winds south- 
easterly moderate to active. In 
Aqaha. it will be dusty, cloudy, 
winds northerly active, and seas 
choppy. 


Dr. AymanAl Muhtaseb 875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbarab ....5347351 
AlAsema pharmacy ..4637055 
A) Saiam pharmacy ..4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .4623672 

DRBID: 

Dr. FawriAbul Harja 252970 

Ai Quds pharmacy' j — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dc Ya'coubAlK&atib .9917720 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


15/25 

21/31 

— 13/28 
— 19/32 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 15 per 
cenL Aqaba 29 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.. -46371 1 1 
Gvfl Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.— 1 99 
Rescue Police 192,4621 1 1 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. — _ .896390 

Public Security Dept..... 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Com- 
plaints .5661 176 

^to&Senc^Gaqfeim 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 


plaints University Hospital 5353444 

....787 1 1 1 Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Telephone Information idirecto- AJ-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

iy assistance.) 121 Italian, AI-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Overseas Calls .010230 Al-Bashir. - ....7751 11/26 

Central Amman Telephone Army. Maria .89161 1/15 

Repairs — _ 4623 1 01 Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Abdali Tel. Repairs J661 101 Amal Hospital .5674155 

Jordan Television ZARQA: 

■7731 1 1 Zarqa Govt Hospital 

Radio Jordan (09)983323 

774111 Zarqa Notional Hospital 

Water Authority ...5680I00 _...(09)90056G 

J. Electricity Authority ..815615 Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Electric Power Co ...463638 1 Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

RJ Flight lnformarion....44- .(09)99099 

53200 IRBID: 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

HOSPITALS f 02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

AMMAN: (02)247100 

The Arab Centre for Hem and Spe- AQABA: 

dal Surgery 5921199 Princess Hava Hospital 

The Mamie. Abdli 566613177 (03)314111 


08:15 
10:00 
10:20 
10:40 
1030 
17:05 
18 JO 
19HW 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

..Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

-London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

06:30 Beirut (RJ) 


08:50 Amsterdam, New Yak (RJ) 

12:35 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

13:00 — ..Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:30 -Aden (IY) 

14:25 — Munich (LH) 

15:00 — .Istanbul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev (6U) 

18:30 -.Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

19:00 Pans (AF) 

2<fc25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

^■1® — — - Beirut (ME) 

21:40 — .Cairo (MSj 

23:35 -LamacafCY) 

23:40 .Amsterdam (KL) 

0055 — Bucharest (ROl 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

W:25 - London (BC) 


14:00 London (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 


22:00 Abu Dhabi , Dubai (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:25 Frankfuri(LH) 

14:30 Riyadh CSV) 

14 Aden(TY) 

15:15 Munich (LH) 

16:00 t faanh lll (110 

1*05 .--iGev(6U) 

19-JO Dubai(EK) 


Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 


Khalidi Maternity.-... 46U28 1/6 

Akiteh Maternity.. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani -5607071 
Shmeisam Hospital 5669 1 3 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

07:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


R«yal Wings (RW) Flights 
10£0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 

and proceeding to Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:20 Tel Anv (arriving at 
QAIAHRW) 

33:25 Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airport) (RW; 


31:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22>I0 .Cairo (MS) 

00tf0 n Jteinit, Amsterdffln (£L) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 -JtomeCAZ) 


Royal Wings (KW) Ffighk 
08:00 Aqaba 
port) (RW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from Marta Ai 1 " 
P«tXRW) 

21 JO —Aqaba (from QAIA) (KWf) 
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Queen attends meeting at 
Diplomatic Women’s Club 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Diplomatic Women’s Gub 
of Amman (DWCA) Mon- 
day hosted Her Majesty 
Queen Noor at their month- 
ly meeting, during which 
she responded to questions 
on a variety of issues, 
according to a press release. 

In her welcoming 

remarks. DWCA President 
Nikola Gazzo noted that 
Queen Noor's activities 
range from "promoting the 
cultural and historical her- 
itage of Iordan, including 
revival of traditional handi- 
crafts. protection of nature 
and conservation of archae- 
ological sites and tradition- 
al architecture, to the 
advancement of women... 
assuring the education of 
children... helping needy 
children... and providing 
talented children with a 
suitable forum where they 
can excel” 

Queen Noor began by 
speaking about the role of 
DWCA in promoting fruit- 
ful exchange of ideas and 
cross-cultural understand- 
ing between the members 
and the Jordanian commu- 
nity. During her question 
and answer session, she 
fielded questions on issues 
including women's rights 
and political participation, 
violence against women 
and children, children's 
education and develop- 
ment, cross-cultural chal- 
lenges and the United 
Nations University 

International Leadership 
Academy (UNU/ELA). 


-The Queen said that one 
of the greatest challenges 
feeing women in Jordan is 
"promoting awareness of 
their political, economic 
and legal rights She added 
that the "rights guaranteed 
to women in our constitu- 
tion and naturally accorded 
to them by Islam have not 
been felly realised because 
of the weight of social tra- 
ditions in the Arab World.” 
Queen Noor touched 
upon the legislative chal- 
lenges facing women, 
including citizenship, pass- 
port and insurance laws, 
saying that they are being 
addressed slowly but 
steadily with consistent 
progress. She spoke about 
crimes of honour, which 
have been increasingly 
highlighted by “courageous 
journalists," and said Jor- 
dan is making every effort 
at all levels to address this 
situation, which is “not 
consistent with our consti- 
tution or our Islamic faith.'’ 
When asked to elaborate 
on the aims of the United 
Nations University/Inter- 
national Leadership Acade- 
my (UNU/ILA), Queen 
Noor, who chairs the acade- 
my's advisory board, said 
that "while the programme 
mainly features workshops 
and interactive discussions 
between the participants 
and former and current 
world leaders, the interac- 
tion between the partici- 
pants themselves and their 
travel together to meet with 
leaders throughout the 


world is just as important." 

The academy, which is 
based in Amman, is the first 
global leadership training 
facility as well as the first 

U.N. institution to be initi- 
ated and established in the 
Middle Hast. It seeks to 
provide training in leader- 
ship skills and attitudes, 
while fostering commit- 
ment to sustainable devel- 
opment and democracy, 
civil society institutions, 
and peaceful resolution of 
disputes, the statement said. 

The DWCA was founded 
in October 1986 for all 
female family members of 
foreign mission personnel 
in Jordan. The Club’s pro- 
gramme offers a wide vari- 
ety of activities, lectures 
and monthly meetings, pro- 
viding its members with 
“the opportunity and suit- 
able forum to learn more 
about Jordanian culture, 
history and socio-re lated 
activities" At the end of 
each year, the DWCA 
makes a donation to charity 
organisations such as Dar 
A1 Sal am (the Home of 
Peace), the Italian Hospital 
and the SOS Children's Vil- 
lages, according to the 
announcement. 

Queen Noor, who was 
accompanied by Senator 
Leila Sharaf, was received 
by DWCA President 
Gazzo, DWCA Vice Presi- 
dent Litti Lissner and 
DWCA committee mem- 
bers. 


what’s 
going on 

FILM 

“Dn Zhivago" at the British 
Council Jabal Amman at 7:00 
pin. ( Also screening children's 
film "The little Prince" on 
Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 
pm!) 

AKT/JEWELLEKY 
EXHIBITION *» 

* One-day private showing 
works of an and jewellery (hast- 
ed by the American Women of 
Amman) at the Marriott 
Hotel! 6:00 pm-IOrfX) pm). 
ITHE FIRST UNIVERSITIES! 

THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Hiiladelphia University play 
“Slow Dead)" (In Arabic) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 
Pm 

* Ceremony marking the end 
the festival at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Wednesday, May 20. 
at 6.-0O pjn. 

BOOK SALE 

* One-day sale of English lan- 
guage books for teachers and 
students ai the American Center. 
Abdoun on Wednesday. May 20, 
at 4:00-7:00 pm 

ENGLISH 
ENCOUNTERS 

* “The Rote of Multiple Inrefti- 
jvnee: linguistics, mathematical, 
spatial, kinesthetic interperson- 
al intropersonal. musical and 
naturalistic" at the Armican 
[Center. Abloun on Wednesday, 
May 20 at 5:00-7:00 p.m. (The 
audience will participate in sev- 
eral activities designed to incor- 
porate these intelligences into 
English language lessons). 

CONCERT 

* Concert by Rula Talhourn at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. (daily until May 21 ). 

LECTURE 

‘A New Qualified Industrial 
Zone (QE)“ by Mr. Gay Grap- 
pa. chief secretary and duel 
commercial officer from the US. 
embassy, at the Ratfisson SAS 
Hotel on Wednesday. May 20. at 
1:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 
4 Works by Qtrisrian del 
Ponzuniparc at the University 
Jordan, until June 4. 

* Works by Mohammad Al Lah- 
hara at Ai Madinah Gallery, Ras 
Al ‘Ain (Td. 743158). until May 

23. 

* fainting* by Abdul Aziz Al 
Hasak ai Hammourabi Art 
Gallery, Gattkns Sl (TeL 
55360981 until May 26- 

* Spring coUectian of ceramic 
items and rugs ai Beit Al Bawadi 
showroom. Abdoun (Tel 
5925841/5930070). until May 

24. 

* Photo exhibition “Frederioo 
Garcii Lorca" and book exhibi- 
tion “Lorca Transbffld Into Ara- 
bic" al InstituiD Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman (TeL 4610658), until 
May 25. 


Majali urges antiquities 
department to continue 
restoration activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 

Majali Monday urged the 
Department of Antiquities 
to continue the restoration 
and renovation of the King- 
dom’s ‘ “great wealth” of 
archaeological sites. 

Speaking during a meet- 
ing at the department with 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji and 
senior department officials. 
Dr. Majali stated that Jor- 
dan is considered a museum 
housing priceless historic 
and tourist sites, which 
require due protection. 

Stressing die need for the 
Ministry of Tourism and 


Antiquities to encourage 
and facilitate the arrival of 
tourist groups from inside 
Jordan and abroad, Dr. 
Majali said the tourism 
industry brings in valuable 
income in support of the 
national economy. 

The prime minister, who 
attended a meeting of the 
department's planning com- 
mittee, listened to a briefing 
by Mr. Biltaji and depart- 
ment Director Ghazi Bisheh 
on the ministry’s plans, 
including the excavation 
and restoration work at 
archaeological sites in con- 
junction with foreign insti- 
tutions. 


Local tourism enterprise 
wins international award 


AMMAN — Jordan Tourism 
Investments (ITT) was selected 
last week as a winner of one of 
the 1998 “Greening of Busi- 
ness Tourism” awards, organ- 
ised annually by EEBTM (the 
European Incentive and Busi- 
ness Travel and Meetings 
Exhibition) in Geneva, accord- 
ing to a press release. 

The 1998 EEBTM Award. 
“Environmental Leadership in 
Business Tburism," recog- 
nised JTI projects, such as the 
village of Taybet Zamaru Kan 
Zaman village, and ArtiZa- 
man handicrafts, as models of 
cultural heritage tourism pro- 
jects offering the EEBTM ’s 
green-minded programme of 
activities at its village resorts, 
it added. 

The EEBTM programme, 
going into its sixlh year; was 
attended by tourism enterpris- 


es from all over the world, and 
included 16 different cate- 
gories of awards on “Greening 
of Business Tourism." 

Participating at the EEBTM 
Trade Show last week, 
Suleiman Tarazi, JTI market- 
ing and sales manager, was 
presented with a commemora- 
tive plaque at the Pal expo 
Awards ceremony last Tues- 
day in Geneva. 

Me Tarazi noted that this 
was the third international 
award that Taybet Zaman 
hcxel and resort has won in 
three consecutive years. Tay- 
bet Zaman was awarded the 
Global British Airways 
Tourism for Tomorrow Award 
in 1996, the Green Globe 
Commendation Award in 
1997 and the EIBTM 1998 
Greening of Business Award, 
the statement concluded. 


Jordan modernising intellectual rights laws in 
continuing WTO membership drive 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting 
Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Munther Had- 
dadio on Monday said Jor- 
dan is seeking to modernise 
its regulations and laws to 
meet international standards 
and conform to the require- 
ments for joining (he World 
Tirade Organisation (WTO). 

In an address at the open- 
ing of a two-day symposium 
On intellectual property 
rights. Dir. Haddadm said 
amendments to existing leg- 
islation include trade patents, 
invention rights and others. 

Jordan is seeking to 
become party to the Paris 
Convention for the Protec- 
tion of Industrial Property, 
the Bern Convention on 
Copyright for the Protection 
of Liteary and Artistic 
Works, the 1961 Rome Con- 
vention for tire Protection of 
Performers, Producers and 


Broadcasting Organisations 
and the Treaty on Intellectual 
Property signed in Washing- 
ton in 1989, he said. 

The minister stressed that 
during its recent meetings 
with U.S., the Kingdom 
pledged that it would abide 
by laws guaranteeing intel- 
lectual property rights in its 
plans to attract investments, 
seek the transfer of modem 
technology and win licences 
from mother organisations to 
manufacture drugs or food- 
stuffs. 

Jordan has been inviting 
major world firms to invest 
and help transfer modem 
technology to the country, 
reduce Jordan's external 
debts and assist in meeting 
the requirements of the 
World Trade Organisation, 
said die minister. 

Referring to the Trade 
Related Intellectual Property 


Rights agreement (TRIPS), 
Dr. Haddadin said the private 
sector has expressed appre- 
hension that Jordan’s signing 
of this agreement would 
place further technical obsta- 
cles in the path of liberating 
trade and would weaken its 
production capacity. But, he 
said, there is no justification 
for such fears because Jordan 
can overcome these obstacles 
by directing modem technol- 
ogy toward die development 
of industry. 

The government feels that 
amendments to the existing 
laws in Jordan should be 
introduced as soon as possi- 
ble so that the country can 
conform to the requirements 
of TRIPS and other world 
organisations, said Dr. Had- 
dadin. 

In his address, Talal Abu 
Ghazaleh, chairperson of the 
Arab Society for the Protec- 


tion of Intellectual Property 
Rights (ASPffR), called on 
the concerned authorities to 
intensify efforts in what be 
called electronic trade, or 
trading via the Internet. 

The ASPIPR is currently 
seeking to cany out scientif- 
ic programmes entailing 
cooperation between Arab 
and foreign universities and 
institutions to introduce cur- 
ricula dealing with intellectu- 
al property rights for the ben- 
efit of students. 

He called for inter-Arab 
cooperation in matters relat- 
ed to intellectual property 
rights and in integrating their 
national economies at a time 
when the world is witnessing 
the formation of major eco- 
nomic blocs. 

Professor Erich Haubear, 
also from the ASPIPR, said: 
"Attention and interest is 
directed toward large and 


minister 


worldwide operating enter- 
prises from which we expect 
significant findings resulting 
in new products and process- 
es which facilitate human life 
and improve the qualify of 
life. In so doing, it is often 
forgotten that the system of 
patent protection was invent- 
ed to secure for the authors of 
technical findings fair com- 
pensation for their achieve- 
ments and to enable them to 
establish enterprises of their 
own. 

“Therefore, it is necessary 
to support technically cre- 
ative women and men by all 
means available to promote 
them and to strengthen their 
reputation and standing in 
society. Above all we have 
to make it possible for them 
to experience the success and 
realisation of their ideas in 
their own countries,” Dr. 
Hauber concluded. 


Proposed amendments to lab licensing law stir controversy 


By Saha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Proposed 
amendm ents that would 
restrict licensing and manage- 
ment of private laboratories to 
doctors and medical technola- 
gy specialists have stirred a 
storm of c ou tro v erey across 
Jordan. 

The draft proposal released 
tins month, stipulates that only 
medical technicians and doc- 
tore can establish and run labs 
instead of graduates of sci- 
ences and phannacy holding 
postgraduate degrees in med- 
ical laboratory sciences. 

Opponents of the amend- 
ments, which would apply to 
labs opening after Parliament 
endorses the changes, main- 
tain that they would give a 
minority of doctors and med- 
ical technicians a monopoly 
over the lucrative business. 

Supporters say such restric- 
tions are needed to boost oper- 
ations of- labs and safeguard 
the interests of patients who 
often complain that many lab- 
oratories cannot analyse 
results of simple blood tests. 

Salwa Amareen. secretary 
general of the Jordan Society 
of Medical Laboratory Scien- 
tists (JSMLS), blasted the draft 
amendments on the grounds 
that they were not discussed 
objectively with society mem- 
bers and lab officers. 

The proposals have been 
referred to die Ministry of 
Health, which will send them 
to the Prime Ministry before 
tbe changes are sent to Parlia- 
ment for consideration. They 
would take effect once Pariia- 
ment endorses them and a 
Royal Decree is issued. 

Tbe committee that drafted 
the amendments was appoint- 
ed by Minister of Health and 
Medical Cate Ashraf Kindi. 

The JSMLS was represented 
by an executive committee 
member who holds a degree in 
veterinary medicine. 

"He [our board member] 
agreed on these changes and 
signed the document without 
involving us or informing us 
about them.” Dl Amareen told 
the Jordan Times. 

Tbe proposed amendments 
stipulate that laboratory man- 
agers must have a bachelor of 
scieooe (BSc). Currently, any 
BSc graduate in medical labo- 
ratory sciences or its equiva- 
lent can obtain a licence to run 

a lab after naming for six 
years. Those holding masters 
degrees and PhDs in medical 
laboratory sciences can obtain 
similar approval after t raining 
for two and three years, 


respectively. 

“The amendments rule out 
all other university graduates 
who do not bold medical tech- 
nology degrees,” Dr. Amareen 
said. 

This could further aggravate 
tiie situation because many 
universities offering medical 
technology studies have given 
their programmes other names 
such as medical laboratory 
analysis, biology analysis and 
bio-chemical sciences, she. 
stated. 

“Once such students find out 
that they will not be given 
licences to run private labs, 
they will do longer enrol in 
such programmes," Dr. Ama- 
reen added. 

“International regulations 
consider holders of a second or 
third degree in medical labora- 
tory sciences as a specialist 
regardless of whether 
his/her first university 
degree was in science, 
phannacy or medicine," 
she explained. 

1 - “By stressing the impor- 
tance of the first degree, 
many students will be dis- 
couraged fiom taking thefr 
first degree in science or 
pharmacy,” she said 
“Eventually, it will 
increase unemployment 
across the Kingdom.” 

Abdul Aziz Masoud, a 
JSMLS board member 
and director of a private 
lab in Zazqa. said the 
amendments were 

“unjust” because they 
exclude science graduates, 
with tbe exception of hold- 
ers of a BSc in medical 
technology. 

“If the purpose of tile 
amendment is to upgrade 
this profession, then there 
should have been a study 
of international regula- 
tions,” be said. 

“Members of the com- 
mittee should have consid- 
ered these regulations and 
should have chosen the 
ones which best suit the 
profession,” Mr. Masoud 
continued. 

He said quality control 
should be used as a means 
of improving current con- 
ditions of the profession. 

“Prerequisite exams 
should be given before 
licensing lab technicians 

and tiie management,” he 
argued. 

“What is needed is a 
comprehensive law and 
tight Ministry of Health 
control in terms of licens- 
ing,” he said, adding that 
board tests should also be 
emorcea 


Yousef Balia, president of 
titeArabRderationofQinkal 
Biology (AFCB1 said that 
according to international 
rules, a pharmacist, scientist or 
a medical doctor specialising 
in medical lab analysis can run 
a laboratory. 

"Anybody who bolds a mas- 
ters degree or doctorate in 
medical lab analysis is interna- 
tionally recognised as a spe- 
cialist regardless of his/her first 
umveisity degree” he 
explained 

He warned that Jordan’s 
membership in the AFCB 
might be frozen if the amend- 
ment took effect. 

*The proposal is~ not based 
on an objective point of view, 
as a minority of doctors are 
trying to enforce their ideas on 
everyone," be claimed 

‘The lab does not offer treat- 


ment to patients^ it offers a 
service for doctors by making 
tests based on doctors' 
requests.” 

But Musleh Tkawneh, a 
pathologist at tbe University of 
Jordan, argued that the man- 
agement of labs should be 
restricted to physicians to 
upgrade the service and pro- 
tect patients. 

‘laboratories are Hke clinics 
and should be run by physi- 
cians,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“They deal with patients to 
beJp them confirm clinical 
diagnosis,” Dr. Tarawnch told 
the Jordan Times. 

He said present regulations 
dealing wife the licensing of 
private sector laboratories 
were not “satisfactory” as they 
aEowedaphysician “with only 
one year of training to run a 


laboratory." 

"It allows the vet, the phar- 
macist and the medical tech- 
nologist with certain years of 
training to have a licence to 
run a lab,” he said 

“If it were up to me, I would 
only allow labs to be run by 
physicians,” Dr. Thrawneh. 59, 
arid **1 appeal to the minister 
of health to review tbe creden- 
tials of all people who received 
licences in the last four years to 
establish labs because some of 
them even do not have proper 
training in a recognised labora- 
tory.” 

Jordan's only recognised 
labs for training are at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the King 
Hussein Medical Centre, the 
Jordan University for Science 
and Technology and Al Bashir 
Hospital. 


Decision barring Al Quds Al Arabi reversed 


By Alia Shukri Hamah 

Special w the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The London-based newspa- 
per AI Quds Al Arabi on Monday said die 
government has ravaged a decision barring 
the paper from entering the Kingdom. 

‘The government has decided to reverse 
its decision starting today [Monday]," a 
statement issued by the paper's London 
office said. It added that acting Minister of 
Information Nasser Lawzi informed the 
newspaper's Amman correspondent, Bas- 
sam Badarine, that last Tuesday's decision 
to bar distribution of AI Quds Al Arabi is no 
longer “valid.” 

1T)e statement, foxed to the Jordan Times, 
added that Mr Lawzi assured die paper that 
the Jordanian government has nothing but 
respect for all Arab papers and that it was 
interested in mai ntaining an open and posi- 


tive ndationship with all of them. 

AI Quds AI Arahi was hatred fiom enter- 
ing die Kingdom on May 12 cm orders from 
the Press and Publications Department 
(PPD). 

PPD Director Bilal Tal bad accused the 
paper at the time of publishing reports and 
analyses that were contrary to the simplest 
rules of professional journalism and objec- 
tivity. He said die decision was only 
enforced after making “every attempt to 
open a dialogue with the paper’s bureau in 
Amman to ensure commitment to the prin- 
ciples of professionalism.” 

Al Ra'i cobjmmst JRahed Fanek on Sun- 
day criticised Me Tal for "turning Jordan 
into a target of criticism” fay human rights 
organisations. 

“If what these organisations say is true,” 
Dr. Fanek wrote, ‘“Then the situation is wor- 
risome and we should not remain silent 


about it” 

However; in reply to the criticism, M: 
TW on Monday insisted that AI Quds Al 
Arabi had repeatedly insulted Jordan 
and directed accusations a gainst its 
leadership. 

Me Badarine told the Jordan Times 
that he met with Me Laws yesterday 
morning and was officially informed of 
ihe government’ s dedsfon. 

“ft is a great decision and a clear man- 
ifestation of democracy, \fery few gov- 
ernments realise tbear mistakes and cor- 
rect them." be added. 

He said the paper would resume cir- 
culation today. 

Around 57 issues of Al Quds Al Arabi 
have been confiscated by the PTO over 
the last four months because they coo- 
tained articles deemed harmful to Jor- 
dan’s image abroad and to Jordanians. 


RECRUITMENT 




4Guif states of Abu Dhobi (United 
in Bahrain, a modem and co®- 
woridrwid^, op e r a tin g a fleet 


of p MBeqgci y t S F p 
Airt 


-I s 


* company 
► o pp ortunity 

'-■£ *3P!X** - - ~ 

\r r m . ‘ ‘ '. if- j-^xJ*** j V" 







■ _ • 


-Hi:-*" ! J . ■ f irl *■ ? 


At least 160 cm (5ft 3in) taJ „ 

WeH groomed * >'->■ U 

Medically fit , with * ’ - - ^ • 



• w s\\ 




* > 4 .' 


■ . * d*. * 
■ - . 


t- 




-A 




sr-Z 

• 




.'•T 


<o- 



: : -'j v . ? ' • -,v f 1 



n 









«r i 


4 World News 


Kohl comes out fighting 




congress 


BREMEN, Germany (AFP) 
— German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl opened a 
party congress here 
Monday promising a “new 
beginning" in his bid to 
rally from low standing in 
opinion polls ahead~ of 
September's general elec- 
tions. 

“This is the party of a new 
beginning." said Mr. Kohl, 
speaking to the 1.001 dele- 
gates of his Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU") 
from a stand on which was 
written the congress’s 
theme — “We will lead 
Germany into the 21st cen- 
tury." 

He said the congress in 
the northern city of Bremen 
“marks the start of a strong 


campaign." 

Mr. Kohl is planning to 
fight what he calls the lack 
of a programme of the 
opposition^ Social 

Democrats (SPD) with con- 
crete proposals and warn- 
ings about SPD candidate 
Mr. Schroeder’s dangerous 
flirtation with Germany's 
former Communists, senior 
advisers said. 

Mr. Kohl. Europe's 
longest-serving elected 
leader, is try ing to recover 
from opinion polls which 
show him behind — 65-26 
per cent — to Mr. 
Sehroeder only four months 
ahead of parliamentary 
elections Sept. 27. 

Mr. Kohl has been chan- 
cellor since 19S2 but 
Germany is suffering record 
post-war levels of unem- 
ployment with almost five 
million out of work, and 
many Gentians see the lum- 
berins. 68 -vear-old leader 

m 

as a poor choice compared 
to the dynamic, media- 
savw Mr. Sehroeder. 54. 


Mr. Kohl's glitter as the 
architect of German reunifi- 
cation in 1990 has faded 
and he recently lost out on 
his strongest card, 
European integration, when 
France and Germany bick- 
ered over who would head 
die new European Central 
Bank (ECB) that is to run 
the euro, the European sin- 
gle currency. 

He has also been unable 
to push through parliament 
his tax reform programme. 

The CDU congress here 
could be Mr. Kohl's last 
chance to kick his cam- 
paign into high gear in time 
to make a difference. 

The chancellor, who has 
often battled from behind in 
his 16 years in office, has 
repeatedly said that the only 
poll that counts is the elec- 
tion itself. 

Mr. Kohl got an unexpect- 
ed boost last week when 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
all but endorsed his candi- 
dacy while in Germany to 
celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Berlin airlift. 

In Bremen, Mr. Kohl is 
hoping to duplicate the 
comeback he began ahead 
of the previous election in 
1994 when he made a com- 
bative speech at a CDU 
congress in Hamburg. 

“You will see a change.” . 
one adviser said. “He will 
present concrete proposals 
on unemployment, the 
economy, fiscal reforms, 
internal security and educa- 


tion. 

“The (SPD) have up until 
now not put on the table 
clear programmes. It is 
much more of a personality 
show. Where are the 
clearcut measures,” said the 
adviser, who asked not to be 
named. 


Mr. Kohl is also expected 
to raise the spectre of the 
menace of the former East 
German Communists, now 
the Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS), whom he 

has already said Mr. 
Sehroeder wants to use to 
form a government alliance. 

CDU Saxony state 
Governor Kurt Biedenkopf 
told reporters here Monday 
that the PDS were unlike 
other East European 
Communist parties not ori- 
ented to the West 

Mr. Biedenkopf said that 
rather than presenting a 
positive message, the PDS 
had a “vested interest in 
m aintaining that (German) 
unification has not been a 
success.” 

He said the SPD was 
doing a “dangerous thing” 
in forming a tacit alliance 
with the PDS in the eastern 
state of Saxony-AnhalL 

The SPD has not looked 
good in failing to reach a 
coalition with the CDU in 
Saxony-Anhalt. where the 
far-right German People's 
Union (DVU) scored 12.9 
per cent in a state election 
April 26. 

Mr. Kohl has refused to 
let his party join a coalition 
that would include former 
Communists and claimed 
that the SPD was not seri- 
ous about fighting the far- 
right. 

The CDU is expected in 
Bremen to reconfirm Mr. 
Kohl as its candidate for 
chancellor and adopt a plat- 
form centred on fiscal 
reform of some 30 billion 
marks (.$16.5 billion) to 
lower employment costs 
and make it easier for com- 
panies to hire workers. 


Lebed takes first step towards 


Kremlin with Krasnoyarsk win 


KRASNOYARSK. Russia 
(AFP) — Maverick Russian 
nationalist Alexander Lebed 
swept into power Monday as 
governor of the vast Siberian 
region of Krasnoyarsk with a 
handsome election victory 
which could revive his 
Kremlin ambitions. 

Mr. Lebed the gruff, out- 
spoken former army general 
who has made no secret of his 
designs on the Russian presi- 
dency, easily beat off the chal- 
lenge of incumbent Valery 
Zubov by almost 20 points in 
Sunday’s second-round run- 
off vote. 

The gravel-voiced former 
national security supremo gar- 
nered 57.22 per cent of the 
vote to Mr. Zubov’s 3S.27. 
according to preliminary 
results released alter all votes 
were counted. Turnout 
reached a record 62.65 per 
cent, slightly higher than that 
of the first round balloting 
three weeks ago. 

Mr. Lebed whose no-non- 
sense nationalism won him 1 1 
million votes and third place 
in the 1996 presidential elec- 
tions. stressed Sunday that he 
had no immediate plans to 
challenge for the Kremlin. 

reiterating that he would be 
too busy running the region to 
think of presidential elections 
due in 2000 . 

“i see no reason for me to 
aspire to this post,” he said of 
the presidency, on learning of 
his impressive win Sunday. 

“A big and difficult job 
awaits me,” he added “I have 
been given a mandate to gov- 
ern and I will do it in a rear 
sonable and circumspect man- 
ner because the people have 
had enough and for many of 
them this is the last hope.” 

But in an ominous aside, the 
man who has been compared 


to Chile's General Augusta 
Pinochet, added; “From now 
on I will cany more weight in 
Moscow, without a doubt” 

And political leaders in 
Moscow were in no doubt as 
to what Mr. Lebed's victory 
Sunday signified 

“This victory is the retired 
general’s laimchpad for (the 
presidential campaign in.) 
2000.” said state D uma lower 
house of parliament speaker 
Gennady Seleznyov. 

L Tf Lebed behaves astutely 
in the future, he could garaera 
number of votes in the 2000 
elections," added Alexander 
Shokhin. leader of die Duma's 
centrist Our Home Is Russia 
faction. 

But Ml Lebed's pledge to 
restore the region to health 
before turning his thoughts to 
die Kremlin leaves him with 
much to do if he is to stand in 
presidential elections in 2000 . 

“We have factories working 
at 20 per cent of their capaci- 
ty, military industry at a total 
standstill and the most impor- 
tant thing is to resume produc- 
tion, even before paying 
salaries” said Anatoly 
Logochev, deputy president of 
the regional trade union feder- 
ation. 

As for his political and eco- 
nomic orientation, analysts 
were watching closely for 
signs of appointments to key 
regional posts to see which 
way Mr. Lebed would bend. 

“We do not know' what type 
of policies he will cany out 
more Communist or more lib- 
eral” said Valery Kirilets, a 
first round candidate for the 
liberal opposition bloc 
Yabloko. 

“Lebed is an unpredictable 
man.” 

Mr. Lebed's decision to tun 
in Krasnoyarsk, a region one- 


third the size of the United 
States situated some 4.000 
kilometres east of Moscow, 
was seen as a bid to establish a 
power base to resurrect politi- 
cal fortunes which have been 
flagging ever since he was 
axed as Russia’s security 
supremo in 1996. 

The post of governor will 
not only give him a political 
and financial power base in a 
mineral-rich territory, but a 
seat in Russia's upper house 
Federation Council and an 
administrative staff and sup- 
port network that could be 
marshalled to ensure Mr. 
Lebed remains a thorn in the 
side of the govemmenL 

But Mr. Lebed. 4S, has dis- 
missed all suggestion of car- 
pet-bagging and played down 
his Kremlin aspirations, say- 


ing that it would take more 


to turn 
fortunes 


than two years 
Krasnoyarsk's 
around. 

“The pre-condition for run- 
ning in the presidential elec- 
tion is the rebirth of the 
region. I'm going to concen- 
trate on that and, when it's 
done. I'll think about the pres- 
idency.” he said. 

Mr. Lebed shot to promi- 
nence after his election suc- 
cess in 1996, whereupon he 
was swiftly co-opted onto 
President Boris Yeltsin's ticket 
for a second-round run-off 
against Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

But the marriage of conve- 
nience lasted scarcely four 
months, and despite extricat- 
ing tire Kremlin from the mire 
of its Chechen war fiasco. Mr. 
Lebed was ousted from his 
role as chair of the National 
Security Council in October 
1996. consigning him to a 
spell in the political wilder- 
ness. 



Serb police drags a student out at the Technical Faculty 
of the University of Pristina as Serb students refused to 
let Albanian students reenter the faculty (AFP photo) 


Police end Serb student 


sit-in in Kosovo 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(.AFP) — Police removed 
about 100 Serb students 
from a university building 
in the Kosovo capital 
Pristina overnight Sunday 
to end a sit-in protest over 
the readmission of ethnic 
Albanian students. 

About 30 police pulled 
out the students one by one 
from three technical facul- 
ties they had been occupy- 
ing for some 10 days, the 
same source said. 

As they left, students 
threw stones at the building, 
breaking several windows. 

A police vehicle was out- 
side the empty building 
Monday morning. 

The majority Albanian 
population in the troubled 
province is demanding 
independence from Serbia. 
Around 160 people have 
died in daily incidents since 
a major Serb crackdown on 
separatists in March, in the 
latest flare-up of violence. 


Sunday's police interven- 
tion came after the Serb 
ministry of education 
decided to give the students 
until May 15 to vacate the 
premises, in the provincial 
capital of the Yugoslav 
province of Kosovo. 

The keys to the building 
were sent to an Albanian 
official, Abdul Rahman, 
Friday. 

Some 350,000 school 
pupils and university stu- 
dents and their teachers had 
to withdraw from Kosovo’s 
educational establishments 
in 1991 for refusing to 
accept teaching pro- 
grammes imposed from 
Belgrade. 

Two .accords, signed this 
year and in 1996. arrange 
for some educational estab- 
lishments to be returned to 
Albanian control before 
SepL 30. 

The scheme aims to rein- 
tegrate ethnic Albanians 
into the educational system. 


Afghan opposition 


launches fierce attack 


KABLfL, Afghanistan 
(AP) — Opposition sol- 
diers launched a fierce 
attack Monday on posi- 
tions held by the Taleban 
religious army in north- 
ern Afghanistan. 

Fighting raged around 
the key town of 
Ishkamish in northern 
Takhar province, said 
opposition spokesman 
Mohammad Arif. 

The opposition assault 
followed meetings among 
members of the anti- 
Taleban alliance in north- 
ern Afghanistan to settle 
their internal squabbling. 
The attack was one of the 
first joint assaults against 
the Taleban in recent 
months. 

There were no immedi- 
ate repons of casualties 
or reports of territorial 

gains by either side. 

The assault also fol- 
lowed a deadly bombing 
raid by Taleban jets 
Sunday.' Opposition 
forces said 30 people 
were ki 1 led and scores 
more were injured when a 
bomb slammed into a 
fruit market in Taloqan, 
the provincial capital of 
Takhar province, the 
stronghold of former 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

Saturday several leaders 
of the alliance met in 
Taloqan to try to resolve 


the differences which 
have plagued the alliance, 
said Mr. Arif. 

Meanwhile the Taleban 
army waged a blistering 
assault against opposition 
soldiers barely 20 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul 
throughout Monday. 

Apparently no territory 
exchanged hands. 

Despite the heavy fight- 
ing raging both in north- 
ern Afghanistan and spo- 
radically north of the cap- 
ital of Kabul, Mr. Anf 
said the opposition still 
was willing to go to the 
negotiation" table to find a 
peaceful end to two 
decades of war. 

However. Mr. Arif said 
the opposition alliance, 
which rules in roughly 15 
per cent of Afghanistan, 
believes the Taleban reli- 
gious militia is not inter- 
ested in a negotiated set- 
tlement. 

“The Taleban still insist 
on solving the problems 
of Afghanistan through 

fighting ” said Mr. Arif. 

The United Nations and 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference are 


trying to negotiate a 
peace agreement between 
the two sides. 

The Taleban control 85 
per cent of .Afghanistan, 
where it has imposed a 
harsh version of Islamic 
law. 


Wife of Paris mayor placed in custody in fraud investigation 


RSAILLES. France 
— Xaviere 
wife of Paris 
/or Jean Tiberi. was 
ed in police custody 
* Monday in connec- 
with a public pay- 
fraud investigation 
living a former offi- 
of her husband's 
party, a police 


source said. 

The 1 0-month-old 
probe is examining what 
the Regional Accounting 
Office (RAO) says were 
some dozen “employ- 
ees” of the offices of 
then General Council 
President Xavier Dugoin 
who “never appeared on 
the flow chart... never 


had an office” 

Mr. Dugoin, of the 
main opposition Rally 
for the Republic (RPR) 
party, at the time was 
president of the General 
Council in the Essonne 


region. 


were his wife and her 
maid. 

Madame Tiberi is cited 
in the investigation as 
having signed a contract 
on March 9. 1 994. as an 
associate of Mr. 

Dugoin's office. She 


Among the allegedly 
ghost employees in his 
office cited by the RAO 


resigned nine months 


later, said the RAO, and 
was paid 210.779 francs 


($35,000) for preparing 
a “questionable'" report 
on French-speaking 
countries. 

She arrived at police 
headquarters in a chauf- 
feur-driven car which 
raced through a crowd 
of reporters into the 
courtyard. 


■m 
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Murdered Rwandan ex-mmi ^g f gxtrenusts 


should have testified on gen 




ARUSHA, Tanzania (AFP) 
— Rwandan opposition 
politician and ex-Minister 
Seth Sendashonga, just 
murdered in Kenya, should 
have testified at the U.N, 
war crimes tribunal on 
genocide, an agency report 
said Monday. 

The Hirondelle news 
agency. covering the 
Internationa] Criminal 
Tribunal on Rwanda’s 1994 
ethnic genocide, quoted a 
defence lawyer as saying 
that Sendashonga had been 
due to be a witness in two 
cases before the court 

Sendashonga, who was 
assassinated Saturday in 
Nairobi, was to have 
appeared on behalf of for- 
mer district administrator 
Clement Kayishema and 
businessman Obed 

Ruzinda. said French 
lawyer Pascal Besnier. 

The former interior minis- 
ter had agreed to appear as 
an expert witness before the 
court in Arusha in northern 
Tanzania, according to 
defence counsel who spoke 
to him a week before he was 


sboL 

Mr. Besnier stated that 
Sendashonga had been will- 
ing to appear openly before 
the court, but wanted the 
actual date disclosed as late 
as possible for his own safe- 

ty- 

The moderate Hutu was 
killed, however, by uniden- 
tified gunmen in an attack 
blamed by the exiled oppo- 
sition on the Kigali regime 
dominated by the mainly 
Tutsi former rebels of the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF). 

Sendashonga had joined 
the RPF before it won a 
civil war in July 1994, 
putting an end to the organ- 
ised slaughter of up to 
800,000 Ttitsis and moder- 
ate Hutus by Hutu extrem- 
ists, in a bloodbath trig- 
gered by the killing the pre- 
vious April of elected Hutu 
President Juvenal 

Habyarimana. 

Initially, Sendashonga 
served in an RPF-appointed 
government but he and 
Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagiramungu quit and 


went into 
don in August 
ing hardline cb 
carrying out 
rights abuses. 

Mr. Besnier 
Sendashonga 
go to Arusha 


threaten 
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was opposed to t bet 

sion afflicting 
posed genocidal 
the manipulation 

nesses.” ■- 

The lawyer 
reconstitute some of 
deuce Sendashonga 
to give from notes 
left and the work of fus col- 
leagues. The proseettfion 
has reportedly said it ttoes 
not oppose such hems being 
brought before the court, 
Hirondelle reported. - : 
Sendashonga ’s - murder, 
following a previous, 
unsuccessful attempt on his 
life, came after he last 
month condemned the pub- 
lic executions in Rwanda of 
22 genocide convicts, argu- 
ing that their shooting by 
firmg squad would wreck 
prospects for peace and 
national reconciliation. 
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Pearson becomes global leader 


of education publishing 


with U.S. purchase 




LONDON (AFP) — 
Pearson media group said 
Monday that it had become 
the world's biggest player 
in education publishing, 
after it agreed to pay $3.6 
billion for Viacom's Simon 
and Schuster unit. 

Pearson will combine the 
business with its Addison 
Wesley Longman outfit “to 
form foe world's leading 
international education 
business.” 

Chief executive of 

Pearson,. - Maijorie 

Scardioo. said in a state- 
ment: “Education is one of 
foe great growth industries 


of our time. This is a 
■ 

tremendous opportunity to 
meet, in print and electron- 
ically, the growing 
demands of students of all 
ages and in all parts of the 
world for stimulating and 
effective educational pro- 
grammes.” 

Pearson hopes that foe 
fusion with its existing edu- 
cation publisher will create 
annual savings of $130 mil- 
lion by 2000 . 

It hopes that the link-up 
.will . create, a .“strong plat- 
form for growth in the 
rapidly expanding global 
education market ” 


To finance part of the 
deal Pearson agreed to sell 
its Hicks. Muse, Tate and 
Furst Inc (Hicks Muse) 
business for about $1 bil- 
lion. This was set against 
foe total $4.6 billion value 
of its purchase. 

Mr. Simon and Mr. 
Schuster's education busi- 
nesses generated operating 
profits of $261 milli on on 
sales of $1.9 billion last 
year. 

-Addison Wesley 

Longman, ' meanwhile, 

made operating profits of 
$98 milli on on sales of 
$924 million. 
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autopsies on Egyptian mummies 




mil. 




SYDNEY(AFP) — 

Australian scientists began 
autopsies Monday on three 
ancient Egyptian mummies 
to find out more about their 
lifestyles and to get insights 
into the evolution of dis- 
eases such as cancer and 
syphilis. 

Sydney University 

researchers expect foe series 
of DNA tests will also 
establish how the trio from 
Luxor, a priest, cult singer 
and a child, died. 

Scans last week showed 
the priest and female singer 
were in their mid- 20 s and 
foe female child about 10 
years old. 

The woman, named 
Meruah. dates from about 
1,000 BC while the priest 
called Pediashakhet dates 
back to about 700 BC. The 
young girl was from the 


second century AD. 

The first tests involve 
inserting a tiny camera into 
a small hole in each of the 
mummies’ chest and 
abdominal cavities. 

Tissue samples for DNA 
analysis and histology, the 
study of the minute struc- 
ture of foe tissue and 
organs, will also be taken. 

Professor Allan 

Spigelman, head of surgical 
science at Newcastle 
University north of Sydney, 
said he hoped traces of dis- 
eases such as cancer, 
syphilis. tuberculosis, 
cholera, bilharzia and 
malaria would be evident in 
the preserved bodies. 

DNA fingerprinting 
would also reveal the ances- 
try of the trio. 

“Scientific research has 
taken a quantum leap over 


the years. We hope results 
from these tests will sbed 
some light of those 
medieval times and hope- 
fully assist our current mod- 
em-time life and medicine,” 
Prof. Spigelman told 
reporters here. 

“We want to know how 
much DNA we can find, 
and to basically see if bacte- 
ria from 3,000 years ago is 
similar to today’s bacteria 
and if it can help treat mod- 
ern-day disease.” 

The mummies were 
brought to Australia in the 
middle of the last century 
by Sir Charles Nicholson 
one of the founders 
Sydney University. The 
mummies have remained in 
the university museum 
since. 

Test results will be known 
in several months. 
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Extremists continue to 

threaten peace in N. Ireland 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Despite the Northern 
Ireland peace accord, the 
threat of violence by 
extremist groups in the 
embattled province 

remains, even more so 
since the IRA suffered a 
damaging split in its ranks 
this month. 

A ceasefire declared by 
the hardline Protestant 
militia. the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force tLVF), to 
help the “No” campaign 
days before the May 22 
referendum should be 
cause for optimism. 

But it has not inspired 
much faith that the LVFs 
sectarian killers have laid 
aside their weapons for 
good. 

On the Catholic side, a 
dissident group describing 
itself as the “true” IRA 
came into emergence this 
month with the announce- 
ment that it was calling off 
a 10-month-old IRA cease- 
fire because the “old lead- 
ership" had betrayed the 
pro-united Ireland republi- 
can cause. 

It was the Irish 
Republican Army's (IRA) 
ceasefire last July that 
made the peace talks possi- 
ble. 

British and Irish police 
are taking the threat of 
renewed violence serious- 
ly, especially since the new 
splinter group would 
appear to have access to 
sophisticated IRA bomb- 
making technology. 

The leader of the break- 


away group was believed 
to be a former senior offi- 
cial in the IRA who had 

attracted as many as 50 
militants to his cause. 

Its first official act of 
violence was relatively 
low-key: a mortar shell 
explosion which caused no 
casualties. 

But it is suspected that 
the splinter group already 
showed its capacity for 
destruction in April, with 
the seizure of a 500 kilo- 
gramme bomb that police 
said was destined for an 
attack on the British main- 
land. 

“True IRA" is believed to 
be linked to a breakaway 
republican movement, the 
Committee of 32, for the 
32 counties of Northern 
Ireland and the Irish 
Republic, founded five 
months ago by the sister of 
Bobby Sands, who died of 
a hunger strike in prison in 
1981. 

The ERA has also been 
under pressure from two 
long-standing splinter 
groups wbo see the peace 
agreement as a betrayal of 
the Irish cause: the Irish 
National Liberation Army 
(INLA) and the Continuity 
IRA (CIRA). 

The INLA has remained 
small since its creation in 
1975 but it was the INLA 
that started a wave of tit- 
for-tat killings that left 15 
dead in less than four 
months when it murdered 
the head of an extremist 
Protestant militia in 


Belfast's Maze Prison in 

December. 

The CIRA, whose 
recruiting pool is the peace 
process's disillusioned 
flotsam, has been held 
responsible for numerous 
bomb and mortar attacks. 

In the Protestant camp, 
the LVF — the most hard- 
line of the Protestant mili- 
tias — has until now 
refused to accept the 
ceasefires observed by 
mainstream Protestant 
paramilitary groups. 

Responsible for the blind 
killings of several 
Catholics in recent 
months, the LVF opposed 
the peace talks from the 
outset and threatened 
Protestant leaders wbo 
accept the agreement's 
compromises. 

But in mid-May, it 
declared “an unequivocal 
ceasefire” in Northern 
Ireland, saying it was 
aimed at encouraging a 
“no" vote in a referendum 
od last month’s peace 
accord. 

The most radical of the 
splinter militia on both 
sides have the most to lose 
with the end of armed con- 
flict in Northern Ireland. 

They are small in number 
but feed on a reciprocal 
bilateral hatred, vacillating 
between ideological cru- 
sade and common law 
crime. Sectarian violence 
is their raison d'etre and 
their livelihood. 


Cambodian strongman dismisses 
opposition boycott of July polls 


TAKHMAU. Cambodia 
(AFP) — Cambodian 
strongman Hun Sen 
Monday dismissed an 
announced boycott of 
July's scheduled elections 
by the main opposition 
political alliance saying it 
would not affect the polls. 

The powerful second 
prime minister said the 
boycott would hurt the 
National United Front 
more than help it with its 
supporters and among the 
international community 
which is pushing for the 
election to be free and 
fair. 

“If they don't partici- 
pate, they will lose every- 
thing," Hun Sen told 
reporters here east of the 
capital in his home district 
after registering to vote in 
the July 26 election. 


“They will be criticised 
by tbe international com- 
munity, including those 
who support them," he 
said. “They will be very 
disappointed.” 

As the month-long voter 
registration period got 
under way Monday, the 
front, led by deposed co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, said it would 
boycott the election if it 
was held as scheduled. 

“The members of the 
NUF have agreed not to 
participate in the elections 
until the conditions have 
been met and a later elec- 
tion date set that allows 
enough time for all parties 
to compete fairly,” it said 
in a statement. 

But Hun Sen said a later 
date was out of the ques- 
tion. 


“The law says clearly 
that July 26 is the election 
day, .any amendment to it 
cannot be done, it is 
impossible” he said, 
adding the international 
community had accepted 
the date. 

Hun Sen said the front 
did not have the strength 
or the numbers to try to 
force a postponement of 
the election adding that an 
opposition attempt to boy- 
cott parliament sessions 
had also failed. 

“They don't have 
enough strength because 
this time they mil be 
putting pressure on more 
than 30 political parties 
who have registered for 
the elections (and will not 
boycott) and pressure on 
the international commu- 
nity” 


Moretti’s new Cannes diary 
blends personal, political 


CANNES, France (AFP) 
— Nanni Moretti. 
Europe’s answer to 
Woody Allen, returned to 
Cannes Monday with a 
new film-diary in which 
he ruminates on Italian 
politics, on becoming a 
father, and on the big and 
the small things of life. 

Four years after his 
international break- 
through with "Dear 
Diary" — the best direc- 
tion prize-winner at 
Cannes — Moretti's latest 
dissection of self, society 
and slate takes its tide. 
“Aprile”. from the month 
in 1996 in which Italy 
elected its first left-wing 
government and in which 
his first child was born. 

In free-ranging semi- 
documentary style it 
charts the three years 
between the victory of 
media magnate Silvio 
Berlusconi in the March 
1994 elections — which 
prompts Moretti to light 
up a huge spliff — to the 
director's 43rd birthday in 
August 1997. 

There is little plot and 
Moretti places the focus 
too much on himself, but 
the familiar warmth and 
wit are much in evidence 
as the director again jug- 
gles with personal and 
political themes. 

Presenting the film. 


Moretti warned against 
taking everything on the 
screen dead literally. 

Some parts were impro- 
vised and were not to be 
seen as autobiographical, 
he insisted. 

However it is very much 
Moretti, in his personal 
and his world ng life, who 
is on display in his film, 
which can be compared, 
favourably in some 

respects, with other recent 
self-explorations such as 
Woody Allen’s 

“Deconstructing Harry” 

Moretti recounted how 
the film was undertaken 
and shot with little prior 
preparation, very much as 
it went along. Dialogue 
was often made up on the 
spot, or the night before 
shooting, and some 
scenes were created 
entirely during the edit- 
ing, “It was very exciting 
but also very tiring” he 
said. 

The freedom to throw 
ideas into the air and pick 
and choose as they came 
down was one of the 
many benefits of running 
his own company, Sacher 
Film, created 10 years 
ago, he said. “This is very 
useful when the different 
phases of production 
overlap in time.” 

To the reproach of nar- 
cissism Moretti said he 


was none too taken with 
the technical, effects -dri- 
ven cinema that was 
emerging. It was impor- 
tant, he said, to keep in 
touch with the “auteur 
cinema” that became the 
trade-mark of the 1960s. 

T always try to be trans- 
parent in public” he 
replied to the added 
reproach chat he appeared 
hypercritical of the politi- 
cal left to which he him- 
self belonged. 

He claimed the right to 
criticise his friends “in an 
ironical way.” Part of the 
success of his first film, 
“Ecce Borabo”, screened 
at Cannes 20 years ago, 
derived from the fact that 
“I satirised my own 
friends and political gen- 
eration” To speak one 
way in private and anoth- 
er way in public would be 
"a two-faced attitude,” be 
said. 

Meanwhile he regretted 
having left four-year gaps 
between each of his last 
four films and would be at 
work on a new project 
soon, though be was not 
yet sure which it would 
be. 

It would not, he 
stressed, be the 19505- 
style musical about a 
Trotskyite pastry chef that 
the “Moretti” in “Aprile” 
was attempting to set up. 



Jaswant Singh, a leader of die ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Parly and vikx-diadiinan of tbe Planing Commission, 
gestures daring a news conference in New Delhi where 
be said that India had been forced to break its own 
moratorium on nuclear testing because of a deteriora- 
tion in the security environment. But he said the tests 
were not directed at any one country and expressed his 
hope for better relations with neighbours China and 
Pakistan (Renters photo) 

India: Pakistan has 
right to defend itself 


NEW DELHI, India CAP) — 
Pakistan has every right to 
act in its own defence, a 
senior Indian official said 
Monday as Pakistan threat- 
ened to set off a nuclear 
device in answer to five 
Indian test explosions last 
week. 

Jaswant Singh, a powerful 
leader of tbe Bharatiya 
Janata Party that is the main 
component of India’s ruling 
coalition, did not directly 
address a possible Pakistani 
test Bat he said relations 
between the two neighbours 
and longtime rivals would 
have to be governed by a 
principle “of equal and legit- 
imate security concerns." 

“India can scarcely deny to 
Pakistan that which it claims 
for itself” said Mr. S ing h, 
who is also deputy chairman 
of the federal planning com- 
mission, an economic fore- 
caster. 

After setting off three 
underground nuclear explo- 
sions on May It and two 
more on May 13, India 
declared itself capable of 
building the bomb. The tests 
provoked sanctions from the 
United States, Japan and 
other countries, and fears of a 
regional anus race with 
Pakistan. 

India said it needed a 
nuclear defence against 
Pakistan and China, neigh- 
bours with whom it has 
fought a total of four wars. 
China is a declared nuclear 
power that India believes has 
shared its weapons technolo- 
gy with Pakistan. 

Mr Singh said his govern- 
ment still wanted better rela- 
tions with P akistan, with 


whom India has fought three 
wars since 1948 and still 
engages in frequent border 
skirmishes. 

“Our hope is that notwith- 
standing tbe developments, 
our relations shall continue 
to improve," be said, but 
added prime mini sters of the 
two countries have not been 
in contact since India's tests. 

Protesters in the Pakistani 
capital of Islamabad burned 
an effigy of Indian Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Monday. 

India claim to being a 
nuclear power after just five 
tests last week and a sixth in 
1974 has been questioned, 
but experts don't doubt the 
sophistication of its nuclear 
programme. The May 1 1 test 
included the detonation of a 
powerful thermonuclear 
device. 

R. Chidambaram chairman 
of India’s Atomic Energy 
Commission, acknowledged 
to reporters Sunday that the 
phrase “thermonuclear 

device” was often equated 
with a hydrogen bomb, 
which would be a devastat- 
ing weapon. He refused to 
dftmil die exact composition 
of India’s device, but indicat- 
ed its explosive impact was 
considerably less than that of 
a hydrogen bomb. 

Speaking to reporters 
Monday, Mr. Singh said indi- 
cated that New Delhi did not 
already have a nuclear bomb, 
and would not stockpile 
nuclear weapons. 

“No one requires a nuclear 
arsenal,” Mr. Singh said. “It 
is India's position that tbe 
existing arsenal should be 
improved and polished.” 


India will discuss CTBT 
subject to reservations 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India is ready to discuss 
tbe Comprehe nsive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT) as 
long as its reservations are 
taken into account, a 

senior government adviser 
said Monday. 

“We are ready to engage 
in meaningful discussions 
for India’s subscription to 
the CTBT subject to our 
reservations,” said Jaswant 
Singh, a close aide to 
Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee. 

Mr. Singh responded to 
questions on whether he 
could confirm British 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s statement Sunday 
that India had agreed to 
start " immediate ” talks on 
joining tbe CTBT. 

Mr. Blair told reporters 
at the G8 summit in 
Britain Sunday that Mr. 
Vajpayee had assured him 
in a telephone conversa- 


tion Friday that India was 
prepared to begin talks 
immediately. 

Mr. Singh, one of a 
handful of officials who 
knew in advance about last 
week’s five nuclear blasts, 
did not say when India 
would start discussions 
over the CTBT or what the 
reservations were. 

India is one of 44 coun- 
tries which must sign and 
ratify the September 1996 
CTBT within three years 
of its launch for it to come 
into force, but it has con- 
sistently refused to do so. 

New Delhi maintains the 
treaty has no proper time- 
frame for disarmament and 
that it discriminates 
against non- Western pow- 
ers. 

In dia h as also objected to 
the CTBT's no-test verifi- 
cation clause, arguing that 
it was not an impartial 
international mechanism. 


Japan envoy presses 

Pakistan against N-test 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A 
Japanese envoy began talks 

in Islamabad Monday 
aimed at dissuading 
Pakistan from carrying out 
threats to conduct a nuclear 
test and hinted that it had 
much to gain if it observed 
restraint 

Seiichiro Nobora, sent by 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, said after talks 
with Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan that his 
impression was that the 
Islamabad government had 
yet to make up its mind 
what to do. 

“My understanding is that 
the Pakistani government is 
reviewing the situation very 
cautiously, very carefully," 
said Mr. Noboru. who was 
scheduled to meet Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Mr. Noboru played down 
reports in the Pakistani 
media quoting Mr. Khan as 
saying that the decision fee- 
ing Islamabad after five 
tests by arch-foe India last 
week was not “if but when.” 

“He (Mr. Khan) did not 
tell me that the Pakistani 
government has already 
made a decision” Mr. 
Noboru told reporters. 

The foreign minister has 
been much more hardline in 
public statements than Mr. 
Sharif, who told party 
workers at the weekend that 
Pakistan had not yet made a 
decision but could ready a 
nuclear test wi thin 12-24 
hours. 


In public, Mr. Sharif has 
told his 120 million people 
that the country must 
address its legitimate secu- 
rity concerns and said 
Pakistan could match and 
even surpass India’s nuclear 
programme. 

The Japanese envoy was 
said by officials to be carry- 
ing a letter from Mr. 
Hashimoto urging 

Islamabad not to cross die 
nuclear threshold and warn- 
ing it would clamp econom- 
ic sanctions on Pakistan, as 
it did last week on India. 

Asked if he was offering 
Islamabad any financial or 
diplomatic inducements to 
puli back from the brink, 
the envoy replied: “The 
world opinion is very sym- 
pathetic to the Pakistani 
government” 

Japan rapidly joined tbe 
U.S. last week in announc- 
ing sanctions against New 
Delhi which are estimated 
to total some $20 billion. 
India says its economy can 
survive such penalties. 

The Pakistani government 
is under intense pressure 
from public opinion and all 
political parties to respond 
to India’s tests by proving 
with a nuclear blast that it 
can match India's stated 
claim to be a nuclear arms 
power. 

Mr. Noboru said he 
briefed Mr. Khan on the 
outcome of the Group of 
Eight (G8) industrialised 
states in Birmingham, 


England, at the weekend 
which condemned India but 

failed to agree to U.S. 
appeals on across-the-board 
sanctions against India. - 

Pakistani government 
officials believe the sanc- 
tions against India are luke- 
warm and are seeking 
assurances from G8 states 
that New Delhi will be iso- 
lated and punished for car- 
rying out its first tests since 
1974. 

Foreign ministry officials 
said that envoys were being 
sent to fee United States, 
Britain, France, Germany 
and close ally China to 
lobby-support for Pakistan's 
position on Indian testing. 

Mr. Sharif has publicly 
denied that he is willing to 
barter security concerns 
against pledges of more aid 
or relief on a $30 billion 
foreign debt weight on a 
fragile economy. 

Pakistani officials have 
dismissed as irrelevant sug- 
gestions that the United 
States could resolve a dis- 
pute over 28- F-16 fighter 
jets which Washington 
failed to deliver in 1990 to 
punish Pakistan for its 
nuclear programme. 

The U.S. government 
never repaid more than half 
a billion dollars Pakistan 
paid for the equipment and 
the issue was expected to be 
resolved during a visit by 
President Bill Clinton, 
which is expected in 
November. 


Sri Lanka mounts manhunt 
for Jaffna mayor’s assassins 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri^ 
Lankan police and army 4 
have launched a major 
search for two Tamil Tiger 
gunmen believed to have 
assassinated tbe woman 
mayor of the embattled 
northern town of J affn a, 
police said Monday. 

Security forces have 
questioned nearly 100 peo- 
ple in and around the Jaffna 
neighbourhood where 
Sarojini Yogeswaran, 60, 
was shot dead Sunday, offi- 
cials said. 

"Police have got a good 
description of the assas- 
sins,” a police official here 
said. “A manh unt is now on 
for the two men who had 
infiltrated the town to cany 
out the attack 

A front organisation of 
the separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) called the Sangilian 
Force claimed responsibili- 
ty for the killing, a press 
report here said Monday. 

It said the group had in a 
letter to a newspaper in 
Jaffna claimed Yogeswaran 
was killed because she 
refused to step down from 
office. However, there has 
been no reaction from the 
LTTE to the murder. 

It was seen by politicians 
as a blow to moderates and 
a setback to rebuilding the 
war-ravaged region which 
security force s wrested 
from the LTTE. 

Government and opposi- 
tion leaders united in con- 
demning Sunday's killing 
of Yogeswaran who in 
January won the first coun- 
cil elections in the region 


for 15 years. 

' tier ; moderate ' Tamil 
United Liberation Front 
(TULF) branded tbe killing 
a cowardly act and said it 
was carried out by the 
LTTE which had been 
accused of wiping out the 
TULF leadership, includ- 
ing Yogeswaran ’s husband 
in 1989. 

“It was her singular aspi- 
ration to restore the civil 
administration and democ- 
ratic way of life in J affna 
that inspired her to enter 
active politics,” local gov- 
ernment Minis ter Alavi 
Moulana said in a state- 
ment 

Yogeswaran’s TULF, an 
unarmed group unlike 
many other Tamil parties, 
said it was looting for a 
“courageous” politician to 
become the new mayor of 
Jaffna. 

In May 1975, then Mayor 
Alfred Duraippab was 
gunned down by the LTTE, 
marking a turning point in 
die separatist conflict 
which has since claimed 
more than 55,000 lives. 

Western and Asian diplo- 
mats here said the tilling of 
Yogeswaran would be a 
serious blow to rehabilita- 
tion efforts in the region. 

Three years ago, when 
the Tigers were driven from 
there, tbe government esti- 
mated reconstruction 
would cost more than $1 
billion and the Jaffna 
municipal council was to 
play a key role. 

Yogeswaran entered poli- 
tics after her legislator hus- 
band, V. Yogeswaran, was 


killed by the LTTE in 
Colombo. : 

She had said that despite 
threats from tbe guerrillas 
ahead of the January elec- 
tions, she was not afraid. 

Her slaying came three 
days after a Tiger suicide 
bomber killed an army 
brigadier in the Jaffna 
peninsula as he was about 
to leave for Colombo on 
transfer. 

Western diplomats said 
the tilling of Brigadier 
Larry Wijeratne, a member 
of the majority Sinhalese 
community, was a major 
blow to government efforts 
to win over minority 
Tamils. 

Tbe government run 
Daily News and the pro- 
opposition Island newspa- 
per carried editorials 
Monday sl amming the 
Tigers for both killin gs. 

“What they (the Tigers) 
seem to fear most is 
humanity and the people 
who have this in abundant 
measure.” the Daily News 
said. 

The island said those who 
advoca te pe ace talks with 
the LTTE must share 
responsibility for the 
tillmgs. 

“Those foreign powers 
who keep saying be nice to 
the Tigers and treat them 
well are very much respon- 
sible for the deaths of 
Tamils like Mrs. 
Yogeswaran who want their 
people to be really free and 
not under some fascist 
juvenile thugs manipulated 

by international financiers 
from the W«t,” it said. 


U.N. reports new 
incidents of ethnic violence 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — 
Several bouses belonging 
to Muslim refugees were 
damaged over the weekend 
by arson or explosions in a 
southern part of the country 
controlled by Bosnian 
Croat hardliners, officials 
said Monday. 

So far in 1998* a year of 
large-scale refugee returns 
in Bosnia, a total of 33 
Muslim houses have been 

damaged in si milar inci- 
dents in the area of Stolac, 
115 kilometres southwest 
of Sarajevo. 


The incidents were part of 
a trend of ethnic violence 
that Croat hardliners have 
orchestrated since the end 
of tbe Bosnian war in 1995. 
Tbe Croats hope to prevent 
Muslim refugees from 
reclaiming homes they 
were forced to leave two 
years earlier. 

In other parts of the coun- 
try, Bosnian Serb or 
Muslim hardliners have 
used similar methods to 
prevent refugees from 
returning. 

The house of a Muslim 
refugee who was supposed 


to return to Stolac was 
burned Saturday, and 
another abandoned Muslim 
house in the centre of town 
was set ablaze Sunday, said 
Liam McDowall, a U.N. 
spokesman. 

A third Mus lim house 

Was Slightly darp fl gpy j 

Sunday in the town of 
Capljina near Stolac, when 
an explosive device deto- 
nated in front of it, Mr. 
McDowall said . 

The Stolac area is one of 
die worst hot-spots of con- 
tinued ethnic violence 
against refugees in Bosnia. 
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Fight fire with fire 


WOULD ISRAELI Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu threaten to burn Washington down if 
U.S. President Clinton pressured him for a further 
withdrawal from the West Bank if he would not be 
able to carry out his threat? Certainly not 

Netanyahu and his fellow Jewish activists in the 
U.S. have managed to put enough pressure on 
Congress, which in turn put pressure on the admin- 
istration, turning every hope that Clinton and 
Secretary Albright might twist the arm of Israel into 
a mirage. 

Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s offer to withdraw from 
13 per cent of the West Bank, as proposed by the 
U.S., is only a smoke screen because he made that 
conditional on no further redeployment as stipulated 
in the Oslo agreement 

What Netanyahu has been able to achieve so far is 
to neutralise the US. administration, infuriate the 
Palestinians, please his coalition partners, and put 
the peace process ou hold while expanding settle- 
ments all over the West Bank. 

It must be crystal clear now to all those involved in 
the process that Netanyahu is doing exactly what his 
mentor, former Prime Minister Yitzhak Sh amir , said 
he wanted to do after the launch of the Madrid talks 
in 1991, i.e., stall and pretend to be negotiating 
while changing the facts on the ground and tighten- 
ing Israel's grip on the West Bank. In a nutshell, 
Netanyahu is against peace based on the principle of 
land-for- peace. He is for Israel’s control over the 
whole West Bank and the long-term goal of squeez- 
ing the Palestinians out. 

The question then is what to do. Where to go from 
here? How could Netanyahu be convinced of the 
importance of giving up the West Bank to the 
Palestinians to build their state on and leave Israel in 
peace? Who could influence the US. a dminis tration 
to be more assertive in its dealing with the har dlin e 
Israeli prime minister? Could anyone convince the 
US. Congress and the American Jewish lobby that 
Israel is not the only embodiment of their interests in 
the Middle East? 

The only answer to all of this is that only the Arabs 
can make Israel change its min d and the US. its 
heart 

In June 1996, the Arab leaders meeting in Cairo 
decreed that normalisation of relations with Israel 
was contingent on progress on PaJestinian-Israeli 
track. They threatened that if no progress were 
achieved in a year, they would reconsider their ties 
with the Jewish state, implicitly threatening to 
impose the old economic boycott on Israel. 

These same leaders are called upon to meet today 
and consider whatever possible measures to dissuade 
Netanyahu from continuing into the course he has 
chosen and strengthen the hand of the Clinton 
administration. It is time for joint, albeit rational, 
Arab action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Ya wm’s Taher Adwan blamed the Arab 
countries for failing to take a collective and firm stand 
against Netanyahu's intransigence and his disregard for 
the peace accords he signed with the Palestinians. Had 
the Arabs adopted a firm stand in deed rather than word 
the Europeans and the Americans would have been 
forced to deal with Netanyahu differently, said the 
writer. The U.S. for its part is to blame for failing as a 
peace broker to end the deadlock in the peace process 
and for failing to force Israel to comply with the peace 
requirements, he added. But while President Clinton's 
hands are tied by the Zionist lobby in the US. 
Congress, the Arabs* hands are free to take appropriate 
action that would give Washington and the Europeans 
some excuse for exerting pressure on Israel, continued 
the writer. The least the Arabs can do is to hold a sum- 
mit to discuss what action should be taken, said the 

writer. But he said some Arab leaders shun a summit 
because they either believe that their own interests will 
be endangered or because they have capitulated to 
Netanyahu’s desires. 


A1 RaTs Mahmoud Rimawi said India's nuclear pro- 
gramme represents a step backward in the current 
efforts to improve international relations. Perhaps the 
Arab states back India's nuclear programmes and call 
for the Arab World to follow suit in order to achieve 
parity with the Israeli nuclear deterrent he said. But he 
said, in the case of India, nuclear escalation is directed 
against Pakistan and China, India's close neighbours, 
and if the escalation continues Asia^ncluding the Arab 
World, will face real danger. India is aiming itself with 
nuclear weapons at a time when the world's nations are 
deescalating their nuclear capabilities in the age of open 
markets and democracy, he added. What is more impor- 
tant for India, he said, is to give priority to combating 
poverty and backwardness rather than committing 
itself to a suicidal war with its neighbours. The .Arabs 
should realise that a nuclear power in Asia does not 
back their cause because India has been collaborating 
with Israel and because the Arab states who lack 
nuclear capability have been demand in g that their own 
region which includes Israel should be free from all 
weapons of mass destruction in order to ensure their 
safety and security. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Rami G. 
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IN READING the following, what does it make you think 

of? ‘The first of our misfortunes, destined to have the most 
fateful consequences, was independence: in liberating us, it 
divided us. This fragmentation caused tyrannies to multiply, 
and the battles between tyrants made the meddling of die 
United States all the easier. Thus (our) crisis. ..has two faces. 
On the one side, fragmentation led to dispersion, dispersion 
to weakness, and weakness to what is today a crisis of inde- 
pendence.... On the other, the defeat of democracy means 
the perpetuation of injustice and of material and moral mis- 
ery, whoever the winner, colonel or commissar.” 

And what about this passage: “...the features that charac- 
terize (our) situation: the fragmentation into tiny republics 
that are viable neither economically nor politically and that 
also lack a clear national identity (they are fragments of a 
body that has been tom to pieces): oligarchies and mili- 
tarism, allied to U.S. imperialism and fostered by it; the 
absence of democratic traditions and the weakness of the 
middle class and the urban proletariat: the appearance of 
minorities of professional revolutionaries from the upper 
bourgeoisie and the middle class...” 

They sound like a critical dissident's description of the 
modem Middle East, Africa, or Asia? These words were, in 
feet, written about Central and South America in the 1980s 
by the great Mexican Nobel Prize winning poet, writer and 
philosopher Octavio Paz, who passed away last month. (The 
quotations in this article are all from the essays in the book 
One Earth, Four or Five Worlds: Reflections on 
Contemporary History, by Octavio Paz, translated by Helen 
R. Lane, Paladin, London, 1992). 

Octavio Paz' death should not be seen as primarily a 
Mexican or Latin American loss. Rather, his ideas should 
prompt us to pause for a moment and to acknowledge the 
truly universal values that he expressed through his analysis 
of historical forces and contemporary challenges in Latin 
America — forces and challenges that are likely to define 
the course of global history for years to come. His ability to 
address universal themes through commentaries on condi- 
tions in his own neighbourhood reminds us that the majori- 
ty of the 5.5 billion people of our world still consistently 
grapple with the same issues that have plagued Latin 


America throughout this century — the century that defined 

Octavio Paz’ lifetime. 

He reminds us that “the nineteenth century began with 
three great revolutions: those waged by the American 
colonies, by the. French, and by the nations of Latin 
America. All three won a victory on the battlefield, but the 
political and social results were quite different in each 
case.” 

The results were different in the developing South, he 
says, because of several related factors: our imbalanced and 
often involuntary encounters with the imperial power of the 
United States and Europe: the consequent fragmentation of 
our Southern societies into sovereign states of often dubious 
validity, dependent economies, and confused identity; the 
common advent of autocratic and often tyrannical regimes; 
and the usually incoherent attempt by the developing, 
ancient cultures of the South to both activate their rich cul- 
tural legacy and identity and also to imitate Western nation- 
al models and political values. 

“Ail these contradictions culminate in one: our constitu- 
tions are democratic, but the real and omnipresent reality is 
dictatorship. Our political reality sums up the contradictory 
modernity of Latin America,” he writes. The prevalent 
quest throughout the Third World to be both modem and 
traditional is a logical consequence of modem history. Paz 
says, “the great mutation of the twentieth century has not 
been the revolution of the proletariat in the industrial coun- 
tries of the West but the resurrection of civilisations that 
gave every appearance of having iumed to stone: Japan. 
China. India, Iran, the Arab World. On the brutal but vivify- 
ing contact with European imperialism, they opened their 
eyes, rose again from the dust and began to stir. Today these 
nations are confronting a s imil ar problem, one chat each of 
them is endeavouring to resolve in its own way: modernisa- 
tion. The first to have succeeded is Japan ” 

The Iranian revolution, he notes, reflects the common 
trend of the end of this century, which he terms “revolt as 
resurrection” — adding that “almost all the great social 
upheavals of recent years have been resurrections, the most 
notable being of religious feeling, generally allied with 
nationalist movements." 


outside of history,” and adds that “the great . _ 

West has been the separation of morality and history,” bur 
goes on to suggest that “the secret of the resurrection of the 
democracies — and hence of true civilisation - lies in the 
re-establishment of the dialogue between morality aad tas-,. 
tory. This is the task of our generation and the one to come.” 
Most developing societies have experienced difficulties in 
instituting democratic rule, he says, not because democracy 
is not the right choice, but rather because “we have limited 
o ursel ves to imitating foreign models. The task awaiting 
r <»rin Americans, one requiring efforts of i m ag in a tion at 
once bold and realistic, is to discover in our own naditknis 
those seeds and roots — they are there — that will enable 
us to implant firmly and nourish a genuine democracy.” 
Elections are essential but not everything in democratic 


rule, Paz says, and “to be called ‘democratic’ a regime must 
f ulfill other requirements, such as the preservation of 
human rights and basic freedoms, pluralism, and. above all, 
respect for the individual and for minorities.” 

He concludes that the three key principles of democracy 
are dialogue with the adversary, to resist both nihilism and 
terror, and “to recognise that the defence of democracy in 
our own country is inseparable from solidarity with those 
who are fighting for it in totalitarian countries or under the 
tyrannies and militar y dictatorships of L a tin America and 
other continents.” 

The death of this great man recalls his rich life and ideas, 
which in turn remind us that we in the Arab World are part 
of a massive global movement of people seeking common 
aspirations and suffering from common, imperially-tinged 
legacies. It seems to me that we have as much to learn about 
viable nationhood, legitimate statehood, meaningful mod- 
ernisation, and effective democracy from our colleagues in 
the rest of the developing South as we do from the 
American and other Western democracies that offer an 
intriguing yet problematic model of modernity that is often 
both ahistoric and amoral — as Paz tells us even after his 
death. 




feature 





Paiestu 



„ March 25. 1'Ml’rv&m 

Qn delivered The 

S’^thfcenfre^’ 



Si? * 


is 
jure 




porid** 11 


AS Memn Benvrmsri rem 
r< in the .jvj of mss&stm 
j in-r.. of whom S 


V?D '%r. in (he urvj of 

- ^ . jju j. ii ■' ih'IT; — 

15 -zi ,irv 


Jp,; .. 'j.-.'is!: emirari.-sri i 

if ih ■ »c: L ru^n, t/se Fate* 

r-nn 






- dur? pt-r cent i»I \hc total Jfc 

VshiiT ih.- .---VI :<>:» 

h[ |.,£ tfie rv> >ru r?:i R or IVc****** 
:■(! T d uJ . «r “• *?»/ * ihcHtpcti 

jv; pr? 'c-'-'' coriSJi'ttijiioii 
liniiin:;!-' J? » * 

L n.s: btfunen 


Qj PJV W-”’ * — ft 

' r.,r .i r*'!::ivM. T ■•o’dlwa. s 


jiircn 

4,1 ft in Cl ground'-. 

U u!curv. Ini:*- - vu 

pj^nri.C)- uiC.U.ri-'C TT3D?«:£ad ?&£ 
tfUiiw- ’•uwrr.s m : 


•j. health j . IT. -ix-rous jftd cofeesg* 
gPJfvi:.-;.- linked satiaeR 


^.nnr.:. IT:.' IT-NeCI wf 


Kosovo’s apostle of non-violence faces acid test 


i>. runt 

jjj.. for !he f’.iiesEi 1:14ns. (he 
gj,. jrc to 


abnui- r.v-'viKic m :hc 


•ccui .!r,c T: 1 •:?!!*.• pr.vcs* 


Bf.-iU'C UuTTiMi 

wur.-r*. ci- J’J-.Mm.'jn 
3 .will pi.:;- •: ’cf-C p-lf! Jft ijfc* 

j’Pdb'iin set > «»t borae 
pqiulii’v i: :!hM fir^t prov<; cjf* 
iffiiii'jnir;. r.-:;Msr>e an 

3(jrk ifu; ^ \ 


King decl 


By Kart Schork 

Reuters 


PRISTINA. Serbia. — Having 
preached for the better part of a 
decade that a non-violent response 
to Serbian oppression in Kosovo 
would lead to Western interven- 
tion and independence, Ibrahim 
Rugova now confronts bitter reali- 
ty. For years the ethnic Albanian 
majority in Kosovo, a Serbian 
province bordering Albania and 
the former Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia, turned the other cheek 
as police ruthlessly cracked down 
on any expression of their separate 
identity. 

But in the end it was not the 
restraint of Rugova's people in the 
face of arbitrary arrests, beatings, 
torture and murder that caused the 
international community’s crisis- 
driven Balkan policy to lurch into 
high gear. 

The West regarded misdeeds in 
as distasteful but tolerable until 
Rugova lost control of his people 
and the liberation army (KLA), 
Europe’s fastest growing armed 


insurgency, stepped up its attacks 
on Serbian police. Only after 
years of repression had spawned a 
low-intensity conflict that threat- 
ened a wider Balkan war did 
Washington despatch its top trou- 
ble-shooter. Richard Holbrooke. 
Holbrooke, wbo brokered an end 
to the Bosnia war in 1995, coaxed 
Rugova. president of the self- 
styled republic of Kosovo, and 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic to meet last Friday. 
Rugova has found, like Bosnia 
President Alija Izetbegovic before 
him. that when the United States 
takes up your case it does so on its 
own terms and for its own reasons. 
To satisfy Milosevic, the formal 
foreign mediation Rugova had 
demanded was downgraded to a 
discreet American off-stage pres- 
ence during substantive negotia- 
tions set to begin between ethnic 
Albanian and Serbian delegations 
later this week. 

The goal of independence, 
which bound Rugova and his peo- 
ple together through their long tri- 
als, also seemed to have fallen by 


the way. 

The United States, Europe and 
Russia are agreed that Kosovo's 
status must be resolved within 
Yugoslavia's existing borders, 
either by a grant of autonomy or 
by making it a third republic along 
with Serbia and Montenegro. 
Ethnic Albanians, with their dis- 
tinct language and culture, are 
divided among three states: 
Albania, Macedonia and 
Yugoslavia. They make up about 
90 per cent of Kosovo's 1.8 mil- 
lion people and have Europe's 
highest birth rate. 

Diplomats fear that indepen- 
dence for Kosovo would desta- 
bilise neighbouring Macedonia, 
which bas a substantia] ethnic 
Albanian minority, setting the 
stage for a war that could involve 
even Greece and Turkey. Many 
believe Kosovo's freedom, and 
perhaps Rugova himself, are to be 
sacrificed on the altar of regional 
stability. 

“Rugova has been given a poison 
pill and told to swallow it and he 
may have no choice,” said one 


Western diplomat in Kosovo’s 
capital, Pristina. “This deal could 
destroy Rugova, shred his credi- 
bility as leader of Kosovo’s 
Albanians and invite the KLA to 
take the big step from military 
operations into politics. If Rugova 
cannot deliver tile KLA, he’s -fin- 
ished.” 

Rugova’s critics are sharpening 
their spears, eager to discard a 
man they say has mesmerised 
Kosovo Albanians into believing 
that the West will save them. 
“Rugova is a tragic figure, a man 
who sold the Albanian people an 
illusion,” said Bajram Kosumi, an 
opposition politician, in a recent 
interview. “The illusion was 
based on passivity and non-vio- 
lence and on the assumption that 
the international community 
would deliver independence. Now 
people are beginning to realise 
that we must help ourselves if we 
want to be free.” 

If talks lead to a quick and sub- 
stantial withdrawal of Serbian 
police from areas of Kosovo like 
Drenica and Decani where guerril- 


la war is simmering then Rugova 
might be able to salvage his credi- 
bility and his non-violent cause. 
But the KLA answers to no known 
political master in Pristina and the 
insurgency is fast warning the 
hearts ■ and minds of ethnic 
Albanians across Kosovo, espe- 
cially in the countzyside. 
Milosevic may decide he cannot 
or will not withdraw his police 
until a final deal on Kosovo is 
done, locking his men and the 
insurgents into an ever-escalating 
cycle of violence that coaid dwarf 
the talks and their participants. 
Against this backdrop Rugova will 
meet the general council of his 
democratic league of Kosovo 
(LDK) on Monday to explain a 
negotiating strategy to its top 60 or 
so members. 

Their reaction will provide an 
early indicator whether Rugova 
retains the standing to sell some- 
thing less than independence to his 
ethnic Albanian constituents, 
assuming he and Milosevic can 
strike at deal at all. 
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Jerusalem’s final status: Other critical dimensions to the Jerusalem question 


By Mima Salman 


SAN FRANCISCO — Final status negotia- 
tions are looming near. The fate of 
Jerusalem, if negotiated and accepted by 
both parties of the conflict, Palestinians and 
Israelis, could result in setting the stage for 
peace and reconciliation or a countdown 
towards further regional instability, an out- 
come most don't wish for. Israel's Likud is 
pushing for accelerated final status talks in 
its belief tbat a hawkish Israel can wrest a 
better deal ignoring in the process the bot- 
tom-line many Arabs and Muslims have set 
for a long lasting peace, a return to 1967 
borders. 

Over the decades. Jewish intellectuals in 
the U.S. have framed the Palestinian tragedy 
in reductionist terms using elemental argu- 
ments such as fighting terrorism and securi- 
ty for Israel versus Palestinians' human and 
property rights. A settlement ignoring the 
complexity of the Jerusalem question with 
its Pan-Arab and Pan-Islamic aspects is 
bound to fail. Europe, due to its colonial 
heritage, has traditionally maintained a 
keener understanding of the 
Mediterranean's historical dynamics. But 
many opinion leaders and policy makers in 
the U.S. do not grasp the full dimensions of 
the conflict over Jerusalem and the baseline 
solution yet. 

With the pro-Israeli U.S. pressure groups 
coalescing to pave the way for a settlement 
favourable to Israel, the need to establish a 
single-issue Arab and Muslim bloc is at its 
greatest today. The short time frame and the 
unfavourable conditions for final status 
negotiations should leave little doubt for the 
need to promote a clear pro-Jerusalem agen- 
da strictly along U.N. resolutions to avoid 
political "confusion from the outset. Any 
revisionist interpretation of U.N. resolutions 
which does not return East Jerusalem to its 
1967 borders should be rejected. 

Presently, Israel is aiming to introduce a 
series of neutered Jerusalem options rang- 


ing form designating alternative sites such 
as Abu Deis as East Jerusalem or other 
imaginative but still unacceptable alterna- 
tives such as token authority over Muslim 
and some Christian Holy Sites in the Holy 
City. While Israel and the U.S. may pressure 
PNA Chairman Arafat into such an arrange- 
ment, it will be a short-lived deal as demon- 
strated by Israel's own de facto breach of 
signed agreements they later deemed 
counter to their interests. Such a coerced 
arrangement is a recipe for disaster bound to 
collapse if and when Arafat departs. Or pos- 
sibly sooner. 

Not too many Palestinians, let alone most 
Arabs and Muslims, would endorse recon- 
ciliation with Israel when Palestinian 
authority over East Jerusalem is not 
secured. To the contrary. Palestinian and 
Muslim disillusionment will definitely lead 
to further mistrust and instability. And 
Jerusalem will remain a festering sore with 
unpredictable outcomes. In this environ- 
ment, proponents of absolute solutions 
would undoubtedly win converts resulting 
in strengthening the rejectionist camp. And 
Arafat's regime and those who support it 
will be accorded the credibility and respect 
befitting of a Palestinian Vichy. 


A local conflict with global roots 


Jerusalem to Arabs and Muslims is greater 
than the sum of its pans. It is nof about 
Palestinians and Israelis. It is not about 
Arabs and Zionists or Jews and Muslims 
Jerusalem is viewed by Arabs and Muslims 
as the focus of a historical tug of war by 
which the West has sought to gain infl uenc e 
and in the process has inflicted serious vio- 
lence on the indigenous population in spe- 
cific and desecrated what is deeply sacred to 
Arabs and Muslims in general. Jerusalem is 
like no other place for Arabs both Muslims 
and Christians, and Muslims of all ethnic 
backgrounds. 

The legal, religious, geopolitical, histori- 


caL and moral basis de mand ing a shared 
Jerusalem with Palestinian authority over 
East Jerusalem are well known and the solu- 
tion widely accepted in international foreign 
policy circles. Regardless of the recent 
Israeli spins as to the pre-1967 status of 
Jerusalem, it is today an occupied territory. 

No ifs or buts about it U.N. resolutions 
leave even less doubt as to the legal status of 
East Jerusalem. 

Many Palestinians consider the religious 
and geopolitical significance of Palestine to 
have been both curse and bliss. 

Had Muslims and Christians not accorded 
Palestine a measure of sacredness, chances 
are Palestinians would have been margin- 
alised. Also, Israel's geography has been 
burdened by its wedge-like presence lodged 

at the heart of the Arab World. The symbol- 
ism behind the Israeli enforced Arab divi- 
sion has been deemed too painful and too 
humiliating to accept. And Jerusalem being 
at the heart of Palestine and the Arab World, 
has been endowed by Arab nationalists of 
all faiths with greater measures of reverence 
not accorded other Arab cities. Similar fac- 
tors made Palestine an attractive but trou- 
blesome homeland for the Jews. 

When analysing the Arab and Muslim 
popular discourse on Jerusalem and the his- 
torical psychology surrounding its loss, it 
conjures up images of waves of violence 
coming from the West in the form of the 
Crusaders. Arabs both Muslims and 
Christians have suffered immensely from 
the European’s violent campaign of racial 
and cultural dominance under religious pre- 
texts. After World War n. the loss of 
Jerusalem became a symbol of Western 
Colonialism and Imperialism leading to the 
demise of the last Islamic Empire. 
Presently, the American Christian right's 
steadfast support for total Israeli control 
over Jerusalem and the Occupied Territories 
against the entreats of Christian Arabs is a 
disturbing remainder of the West's historic 
and constantly repeating role in this con- 


flict. 


To contemporary Arab and Muslim intel- 
lectuals, the establishment of Israel high- 
lights Western cynicism. After violently 
persecuting its Jews. Europe managed to rid 
itself of its Orientals. With another cynical 
move, Europe sponsored a settlement to the 
Jewish question at the expense of the 
Palestinians and returned later to arbitrate 
the same conflict they have created and 
made a handsome profit selling weapons to 
the waning patties in the process. 

The permanent loss of Jerusalem would 
be considered by Arabs and Muslims as the 
West’s most racist crowning achievement 
and would deepen wounds that have begun 
to heal in the aftermath of World War H and 
the ensuing wars of liberation. 

And if Jerusalem to the Jews is the symbol 
of return and an end to their exodus, to 
Arabs and Muslims, it is the focus of uncon- 
scionable Western-sponsored racial vio- 
lence against its indigenous population. The 
element of injustice is too great to ignore- 
And the Western instigated violence and 
ensuing double-standards were . to° 
grotesque to fathom and accept. The result* 
ing discontent gave birth to an increasing 
acceptance of militancy amongst 
Palestinians who were traditionally docile 
agrarian people. This rising militancy has 
been and continues to be a reaction to 
Jewish militancy and intransigence. 

Given the complexity of the Jerusalen 1 
question, the only solution the Arab and 
Muslim seem prepared for as the absolute 
mi nim um will be along the lines of 1967 
borders and supporting U.N. resolutions. In 
its absence, a no deal leaves room for future 
negations. A bad deal will widen the divide 
and could prove costly to both sides poten- 
tially expanding the scope of the. conflict- 
Only the sharing of Jerusalem is . a. good 
* on * ^ se nlement would snengffic 0 
the forces of peace and result in the eventu- 
al removal of the last vestige of centurte 5 
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The Palestinians: Fifty Years Later 

Conflict’s 


compromise 



On March 25, 1998 Professor Hiskam 
Sharabi delivered The Kareema 
Khoury Annual Distinguished Lec- 
ture at the Centre for Contemporary 
Arab Studies of Georgetown univer- 
sity in Washington, D.C. Following 
is tiie third anarinal part of that lec- 
ture. 

TODAY, AS Meron Benvenisti reminds us, the 
population in tbe area of mandatory Palestine 
is 8.2 million, of whom 4.S million are Jews 
and 3.4 million are Palestinians; that is. despite 
massive Jewish emigration since the dissolu- 
tion of the Soviet Union, the Palestinians are 
more than 40 per cent of tbe total population." 
Within the next 10 to 15 years, it is quite like- 
ly that the proportion of Palestinians to Jews 
will equal or even exceed the 50 per cent mark. 
The present confrontation between the two 
communities, alternating as it has been over 
the past decades between violence and the 
search for a political solution, will necessarily 
shift to different grounds, to demography and 
culture. Thus, if in the next decade or so the 
Palestinians manage to transcend their present 
difficulties and succeed in building an educat- 
ed, healthy, prosperous, and cohesive society 
in Palestine intimately linked to the Palestinian 
diaspora, tbe present balance of power will be 
transformed by becoming irrelevant. This is 
why. for the Palestinians, the strategy and the 
means of struggle are bound to change, with 
violence receding to the background and tbe 
social and economic process becoming prima- 
ry- 

Because of its human and financial 
resources, the Palestinian American communi- 
ty could play a large part in the transformation 
of Palestinian society at home and abroad. But 
to qualify, it must first prove itself capable as a 
community of building an institutional frame- 
work that will assure viable, systematic coop- 


eration among the various existing groups and 
organisations. This will require a break with 
the past and the creation of new ways of think- 
ing and organising. If successful, the Palestin- 
ian American community will provide the cat- 
alyst that could bring together the larger Arab 
and Muslim communities in America and build 
a powerful, functioning Palestinian- Arab- 
Muslim coalition. 

To be successful, this effort must not try to 
enforce total unity by creating yet another all- 
embracing Arab American organisation. The 
practical challenge facing Palestinian Ameri- 
cans in the transitional stage is to discard the 
rhetoric of unity and fmd the proper means to 
accommodate difference and plurality within 
their community. If the Palestinians in the 
United States can provide a workable democ- 
ratic model for making collective decisions 
and engaging in sustained cooperative action, 
they may supply the needed integrative model 
for the Arabs and Muslims in America and 
elsewhere in the diaspora. 

Undoubtedly, the emergence in the United 
States of a cohesive and cooperating Palestin- 
ian- Arab- Muslim community will usher in a 
new era for effective political action on a 
national scale. American citizens of Palestin- 
ian, Arab, and Muslim background organising 
in support of a just and lasting solution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, would not only 
allow them to exercise their constitutional 
rights as Americans, but also to influence a 
dangerously biased American policy in the 
Middle East. Such a role would help restore a 
badly needed direction and balance to U.S. for- 
eign policy. 

In Jaffa, one of my favourite places as a 
s mall boy, was the city's ancient harbour. I vis- 
ited the harbour when I went back in tbe fall of 
1993. The fall is the loveliest season of the 
year in Jaffa, when the perfume of the orange 
blossoms fills the air and the silvery-blue sea is 


c alm, and the western breeze soft and caress- 
ing. But standing where I often stood so many 
years ago, I felt only the bitterness and anger 
all Palestinians feel when they go back to 
where they were born and where their grand- 
parents were born and spent their lives before 
becoming refugees. As I stood there 1 could 
hear people speaking Russian, probably recent 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union. 
They were full citizens in my country, and l 
was there only on a limited Israeli tourist visa. 

I try to remind myself of what had sustained 
ail Palestinian refugees over the long years of 
exile; this land is not a memory, it is not lost, it 
is out there where it can be seen and touched, 
a patrimony that can never be given up nor 


taken away. - 

Will the Palestinians be the Jews of the 21st 
century? Perhaps, but they will not be the 
Zionists of the 21st century, the oppressors of 
another people. 

One wonders, how does Israel plan to deal 
with the Palestinians in the coming century? 

Will it indefinitely keep the over one million 
Palestinian citizens in Israel (some 20 per cent 
of the population) unequal, second class citi- 
zens, deprived of basic civil and political 
rights? 

Will it forever keep the two million Pales- 
tinians of the West Bank and Gaza unfree sub- 
jects of a refurbished bantustan or under a 


reconstructed apartheid system? 

Will it always deny the three million diaspo- 
ra Palestinians the right to return and the right 
to setf-detennination? 

How long will a 19th century colonial pro- 
ject of settlement and dispossession survive in 
a 21st century world? 

What will Israel do when the strategic bal- 
ance in the region shifts, as it is bound to do, 
and when the United States' engagement in the 
Middle East begins to abate, as it inevitably 
will? 

Netanyahu cynically tells tbe world that be is 
ready to negotiate a full peace with the Pales- 
tinians, while at tbe same time he declares that 
united Jerusalem will forever be Israel's capi- 


tal, that most of the West Bank and Gaza will 
always remain under Israeli rule, that the Jew- 
ish settlements will never be dismantled but 
will continue to increase and expand. 

The Pales tinians will have peace and recon- 
ciliation with Israel when Israel complies with 
the international consensus, and agrees to 
implement the U.N. resolutions on Palestine, 
abides by international law, and lives up to its 
own commitments. 

The Jaffa notables, who in that first spring of 
refuge appealed to the United States to con- 
vince the Jewish authorities to allow them to 
go back to their homes, were fully expecting to 
return to Jaffa in time to irrigate their citrus 


trees. Most of the tens of thousands of Pales- 
tinian refugees were equally certain that they 
would return to their homes with the end of 
hostilities. 

This did not happen. No one was allowed to 
go back home. 

My own grandfather, who had taken refuge 
in Beirut with the rest of my family, kept his 
suitcase packed and his house keys in his 
pocket as he waited for the day be would go 
back. He and my grandmother died without 
ever seeing Palestine again. Now, 50 years 
later, most Palestinian grandparents are dead, 
without ever seeing Palestine again. 

But their grandchildren and great grandchil- 
dren have taken their place; they are now wait- 
ing and preparing for the day when they will 
go home. You hear them say: if the Jews could 
wait two thousand years to claim a land they 
never saw, the Palestinians can wait another 
five, 10, 20, 50 years, but they will return; and 
they will return not as thieves in the night but, 
as legal owners of a Land they know and love 
and have never abandoned. 

Does this mean that there can be no peaceful 
solution to the conflict? Does die only solu- 
tion lie in tbe reversal of what happened over 
the last 50 years and the destruction of Israel? 

No, tire clods cannot be put back, the past 
cannot be redeemed, Israel's destruction can- 
not be the goaL 

The conflict's real resolution cannot be a 
zero-sum outcome, but only a political com- 
promise, tire fair partition of the land of Pales- 
tine. The legitimate struggle of the Palestini- 
ans will seek such a solution because it is the 
only attainable one, a solution based on justice, 
international law, and the imperative need for 
mutual accommodation and survival. 

Sharabi is a Professor of European Intellectu- 
al History and Omar Mukktar Professor of 
Arab Culture at Georgetown University. 


I try to remind myself of what had sustained all 
Palestinian refugees over the long years of exile: this 
land is not a memory ; it is not lost , it is out there where it 
can be seen and touched, a patrimony that can never be 

given up nor taken away. 


King declares new chapter in 
union-government ties 


Prince Hassan urges Arabs to settle differences, 
work in harmony towards the future 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

"We must learn from the 
suffering that we endured in 
the past Five decades, and 
from the 1967 and 1973 
wars, unprepared and ill- 
planned steps that the Arabs 
took without an accurate 
analysis of the circum- 
stances," Petra quoted the 
King as saying during the 
meeting. 

The King said that Jordan 
took part in those wars out 
of its national commitment 
and duly towards the 
nation, despite the fact that 
it was not informed of the 
plans for the 1973 war. 

“We went to Madrid with 
Arab consensus, and pro- 
vided the Palestinians with 
an umbrella that enabled 
them to take part in tbe con- 
ference." tire King said, in 
reference to the 1991 peace 
conference. 

King Hussein reiterated 
Jordan's commitment to 
“stand by the Palestinians 
until they gain their rights 
on their national soil.*' 

The King expressed satis- 
faction with the U.S. com- 
mitment to peace, based on 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 
338. and on the principle of 
land-for-peace. 

He pointed out that Jor- 
dan has been exerting all 
possible efforts through its 
contacts with the U.S. and 


other U.N. Security Coun- 
cil members for the termi- 
nation of the crippling 
sanctions against Iraq, pun- 
.ished by tbe international 
community for its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 

Petra reported that the 
King also told union lead- 
ers that Jordan supported 
all efforts to restore Arab 
solidarity and settle differ- 
ences between Arab coun- 
tries. 

Union leaders said King 
Hussein's visit to their 
headquarters yesterday, the 
first ever, gave them a great 
deal of hope that an open 
and frank dialogue with the 
government will solve out- 
standing issues between the 
two sides, including a 
much-awaited draft law to 
govern the associations' 
activities and organisation. 

The King, who was 
accompanied by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawneh, described the 
discussions as “very open 
and constructive." 

“His Majesty gave us 
assurance that be will look 
into our requests," said 
Hosni Abu Gheida, chair- 
man of the council of presi- 
dents of the unions. 

“We [represent! 13 asso- 
ciations, each of them with 
its problems and ideas that 
will be presented to His 


Majesty very, very soon." 
Mr. Abu Gheida. who is 
also the president of the 
38.000-strong Jordan Engi- 
neers. Association, told die 
Jordan Tunes. 

A heated debate between 
the government and the 
professional associations 
was sparked by the govern- 
ment's intention to regulate 
their organisation and 
activities, by dropping tbe 
mandatory membership in 
the unions. 

In his Speech from the 
Throne opening the current 
13th Parliament late 
November, the King 
entrusted Dr. Majali with 
modernising and develop- 
ing the professional associ- 
ations. 

Changes to the profes- 
sional associations law 
were expected to make 
membership in the unions 
voluntary, separate public 
and private sector mem- 
bers, and appoint a govern- 
ment official to supervise 
the activities of each asso- 
ciation. Union leaders have 
rejected such proposals as 
aimed to “depoliticise" the 
professional associations. 

But “the prime minister 
was there [at the meeting 
with the King], and we 
were assured that no law 
will be drafted without 
being openly and thorough- 
ly discussed with the asso- 


ciations," Mr. Abu Gheida 
told the Jordan Times. 

Accepting an invitation 
by Mr. Abu Gheida to meet 
with union leaders, King 
Hussein said on the occa- 
sion of celebrations for the 
45th anniversary of the 
assumption of his constitu- 
tional powers, on May 3. 
that the government and the 
unions needed to reach “a 
consensus which will give 
us the opportunity to 
accomplish more and more 
for this country and tbe 
region.” 

The King’s prompt accep- 
tance of the unions* invita- 
tion was interpreted by 
many politicians as a signal 
to the government and the 
opposition to engage in a 
dialogue. 

The opposition and the 
unions sought to negotiate 
with the government before 
the November elections, 
but the latter insisted on a 
dialogue involving all par- 
ties, including those against 
the boycott of the elections. 

The council of union 
presidents was holding a 
meeting yesterday to identi- 
fy a list of issues to be tack- 
led during their talks with 
the King. 

The King said he read 
about the meeting in the 
newspapers, and “decided 
to drop in." 


(Continued from page 1) 

regional development. 
Hence cooperation was 
vital among Arab states and 
their neighbours. 

The 21 -member Arab 
League remains plagued by 
divisions since the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis. 

“The Arab region has sup- 
plied the world with abun- 
dant oil resources at a low 
cost, while the industrial 
countries have been the 
chief source of energy 
demand and consumption 
throughout this century," 
said Prince Hassan. “Tie 
growing interdependence 
between the two sides has 
been the subject of much 
and intense diplomacy par- 
ticularly since the first oil 
crisis in 1973." 

Tbe Crown Prince said 
the main issue of concern 
was to define a role for the 
region to cope with “great 
political, economic, and 
technological changes and 
the increased need for ener- 
gy-” 

Oil and diplomacy, be 
added, could play a key role 
in this transitional period. 

‘It is obvious that the 
demand for oil will increase 
in the medium and long- 
term, particularly in the 
developing markets of Asia 
and Latin America," the 
Crown Prince noted. 
Hence, the Arab region and 
Iran would have to supply 


increased quantities of oil 
to create a balance in world 
energy markets at realistic 
prices. 

Simultaneously, Arab 
states would have to- accel- 
erate their efforts in devel- 
oping and diversifying their' 
natural and human 
resources and in using oil 
as a bridge to take them to 
the post-oil era. 

“This era could be before 
us at the second half of the 
21st century,” Prince Has- 
san said. 

Kamel Abu Jaber, presi- 
dent of tbe Jordan Institute 
of Diplomacy, said that 
“Jordan believes oil should 
be more than a commercial 
commodity of trade... 
becoming a bridge to build ' 
mutual understanding and 
respect” 

He said oil should not be 
a reason for future conflict 

“Since the Gulf Crisis of 
1991 and the emergence of 
the contours of a possible 
new international world 
order, there is a need to 
begin to think of oil as a 
medium of understanding," 
Dr. Abu Jaber added. 

Ali Attiga, Secretary gen- 
eral of the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF), said that 
while oil was often used as 
a political tool, it also 
played a main role in devel- 
opment 

In the mid-1970s and 
early 80s, a total of $30 bil- 
lion in oil revenue were 


invested in the region on 
development 
“But when oil is not prop- 
erly used, it can be divi- 
sive," he said “I believe it 
odd become a' positive fat- - 


PofiticaT differences have 
obstructed this natural 
development and they have 
to be cleared up,” Dr. Attiga 
remarked 

Sheikh Ahmed Zaki 
Yaxnani, former Saudi Min- 
ister of petroleum and min- 
eral resources, spoke about 
Arab oil and the region's 
diminishin g political 

power. 

He said the Arab region's 
present weakness was 
caused by the lack of 
democracy and income dis- 
parities. 

“Unfortunately, the use of 
the oil weapon in 1973 
intoxicated us and we have 
thereafter made a lot of 
mistakes which deprived us 
of die power we enjoyed in 
tbe past," Sheikh Yamani 
said 

“It’s not only the inter- 
regional conflicts (that are 
causing this weakness), but 
also the internal situation in 
so many Arab countries 
such as the lack of democ- 
racy and financial prob- 
lems,” he added 

Former United States 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs Richard 
Murph said that oil was a 


vital global commodity and 
a main physical resource of 
wealth in tbe Arab World 
“It was always very much 
on bur minds in terms of 


cott and sanctions, be told 
the Jordan Tunes. However, 
he said be did not believe 
oil was the major source of 
conflict in the region. 

Dr. Murphy said that 
some tension was created 
because some countries in 
the region had oil to fuel 
their economic develop- 
ment while others did not. 

“Certainly in the early 
days, the past imperial 
powers — France and 
Britain — drew tbe map of 
the Middle East to max- 
imise their influence over 
the production and control 
of oil." 

On Tuesday, Dr. Murphy 
will present a paper on 
“The International Commu- 
nity and Sanctions” which 

will focus on the effect of 

■ 

technology on oil and its 
influence on the distribu- 
tion of oil supplies. 

A plenary on “Oil Cul- 
ture: A New Perspective” is 
also on Tuesday’s agenda. 
Topics to be debated 
include the impact of oil on 
Arab social and political 
culture and the environ- 
ment 

The final session will 
look at “Oil and Diploma- 
cy." 


pricing, production' difficul- 
tor in Arab cooperation. . * ties and situations of boy- 


Netanyahu, back in Israel, denies 

accepting 13 % troop withdrawal 


(Continued from page 1) 

called for the creation of a 
Palestinian state, which he 
said was a condition “in 
order for Israel to remain a 
Jewish state." 

He urged Israelis and 
Palestinians to conclude 
their negotiations by May 
1999. 

“If the current talks fail, it 
will be the end of the peace 
process," Mr. Peres 
warned. 

Meanwhile, Mr. 

Netanyahu denied a report 
Monday that he agreed to 
U.S. demands to withdraw 
from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

Tbe Israel Radio report 
said the Israeli premier had 
agreed during talks in 
Washington to cany out the 
withdrawal provided he 
would not be required to 
hand over more land later. 


“Several things have been 
reported, such as my agree- 
ment to a 13 per cent with- 
drawal which is not true," 
Mr. Netanyahu told a news 
conference shortly after 
returning to Israel Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
accused the PNA of deny- 
ing the right of Israel to 
exist by calling last week's 
demonstrations against the 
1 948 creation of the Jewish 
state the nakbeh, or “cata- 
strophe.” 

The demonstrations on 
Thursday “were against tbe 
very existence of Israel and 
they were inflamed by the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)," Mr. 
Netanyahu said 

“This is something that 
has to stop. There has to be 
a real recognition of the 
existence of the state of 
Israel, the fact and its right 
to exist. Arab leaders 


should have * condemned 
this march," be said 

“This is the main stum- 
bling block to peace. When 
the Palestinian leadership 
stand in front of the people 
and says... Israel is here to 
stay, that will do more to 
advance the breakthrough," 
he said 

An aide to PNA President 
Yasser Arafat said Monday 
that the Palestinians would 
not have accepted a condi- 
tional withdrawaL 

“It’s not the case,” Martin 
Indyk, U.S. assistant secre- 
tary of state who has han- 
dled some of the U.S. medi- 
ation, said Monday in 
Washington. “There are 
still gaps to be closed. 

“There is good deal of 
urgency to the situation," 
he added, noting several 
days of violence on the 
West Bank and in Gaza. 
“The situation could blow ” 


Israeli Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh said Monday 
that some progress has been 
made in the U.S. -Israeli 
talks in Washington, but 
that the gaps have not been 
bridged. 

“Positive work was done 
in some areas, but not to the 
extent that we can say we 
reached an agreement." Mr. 
Naveh told Israeli army 
radio. Mr. Naveh was not 
asked about Mr. 
Netanyahu's alleged new 
proposal. Israeli opposition 
legislator Yossi Beilin said 
Mr. Netanyahu’s proposal, 
if indeed be made it, was 
not new. Israeli officials 
have said in the past they 
could either hand over land 
in small segments to meet 
the requirement for three 
pullbacks or do it in one 
chunk, but that the amount 
of land to be transferred 
would not vary. 


Kuwaiti FM hands 
in resignation 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

process, which is fiercely 
opposed by Hamas. The 
Hamas leader’s visit was 
probably “the last straw” 
for the disgruntled foreign 
minister, one diplomat 

said. 

■ 

Another diplomat point- 
ed to differences over oil 
policy and said the resig- 
nation was the result of a 
number of rows within the 
cabinet headed by Sheikh 
Saad. 

“On its own, Sheikh 
Yassin’s visit was not 
enough reason for the for- 
eign minister to go. It’s 
more likely that he is try- 
ing to secure his position 
within the family,” she 
said. 

The minister has also 
reportedly been in dispute 
with colleagues in gov- 
ernment over reforms 
aimed at cutting the state 


budget deficit, and he is 
said to have complained 
of “interference" in the 
running of foreign affairs. 

Efforts are now under- 
way to persuade Sheikh 
Sabah to withdraw his 
resignation, the newspa- 
pers said, quoting sources 
close to the ruling A1 
Sabah family. 

Apart from in 1995 
when he briefly left 
Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah’s 
only break since 1963 
from the post of foreign 
minister was between 
1991 and 1992. 

He has sat in for the 
prime minister during 
lengthy stays abroad by 
Sheikh Saad for medical 
treatment. Bat Sheikh 
Sabah is sidelined each 
time on the premier's 
return, analysts said. 


Iranian factions start debate 
on new speaker of parliament 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The two 
main factions in die Iranian 
parliame nt have begun an 
intense debate over whom to 


pick as (he assembly's new 
speaker as political conflict 
in the country deepens, par- 
liamentary sources said 
Monday. 

• Majma^-HSzboUah 
(HizboUah Association), the 
nKsderatesleftist coalition 
close to I ranian President 


Mohammad Khatami, is 
opposed to the raiment speak- 
er, conservative champion 
Ah -Akbar Nateq-Noun, 
although it does not yet have 
an alternative candidate. 


— ^ 




an agreement” 
candidates to be 
as speaker and board 
bets of tbe Islamic Ass 
Abort 100 deputies 
270-member pari 
were present at the m 
which “discussed the 


try’s current political situa- 
tion," including tbe selection 


of a new speaker. 

The moderate newspaper 


Akhhar said Monday that the 


Association members failed 
to agree on a list of candi- 


dates. 


MPs must elect both a 
speaker and board of direc- 
tors for the p arliament each 
year, and the next vote is to 
be held next week. - 


The conservatives current- 
ly hold the parliament's lead- 
ership and have a majority in 
the assembly, followed by the 
lefrist-modoate coalition and 


‘Independents." 

The rigbt-wmg w ants to 
retain Mel Nateq-Nouri as 
speaks: Last year the 54- 


year-okl was elected unchal- 
lenged, receiving 211 votes 
from the 243 MPs present 
The speaks? was the con- 


servative 


wiiaji 


V candidate 


in the presidential ejection 
last May, but he was defeated 
by a three tn one marg in, - 










Economy 


WA.T is JD51 7 million in debt 


Proposal to set up fund for 


Water ministry planning sanitation 


jobless to be presented 


improvements in Amman area 


to unemployment conference 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Water 


and Irrigation Minister 


Munther Haddadin 

announced Monday that the 
ministry is planning 
improvements in the sani- 
tary services in the Amman 
region and is stepping up 
efforts to deal with water 
shortages and damage to 
the water network by 
increasing maintenance 
teams. 

The ministry is trying the 
secure the necessary 
JD 120,000 to carry out 
these plans, be said. 

Dr. Haddadin told a press 
conference that the ministry 
will soon take important 
decisions aimed at chang- 
ing its present function and 
improving water manage- 
ment and distribution. 

The mini ster did not give 
specific details about these 
plans. 


Dr. Haddadin reviewed 
the efforts of the Water 
Authority of Iordan fWAJ) 
to meet the growing 
demand for water. 

Last week, the WAJ 

announced a two-day warer 
distribution programme as 
part of efforts to cut down 
on consumption during the 
peak summer season. 

The programme aims at 
ensuring a fair share of 
water for the different areas 
across the country during 
the summer season, when 
Jordan is flooded with 
expatriates and other visi- 
tors spending the summer 
here. 

Dr. Haddadin said the 
ministry and the WAJ have 
been dealing with nearly 
170 maintenance cases 
every 24 hours wi thin the 
Amman region alone. The 
ministry has 21 mainte- 


nance teams and their 
equipment is very limited 
while the volume of work is 
continually increasing, he 
added. 

The minister pointed out 
that the ministry and the 
WAJ also receive a great 
number of public com- 
plaints every day, especially 
when pipelines are dam- 
aged. 

Dr. Haddadin referred to 
the recently concluded talks 
in Damascus by the Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Commit- 
tee on the exploitation of 
the waters of the Yannouk 
River, saying that the two 
sides updated their 19SS 
agreement to set up the 
Wihdeh (unity) Dam on the 
river. 

A tunnel to divert water 
has already been built as a 
first srep toward the con- 
struction of the JD300 mil- 


lion dam, which will be 
built on Syrian territory. 

Once the dam has been 
completed, he said, Jordan 
will receive 112 million 
cubic metres of water annu- 
ally while the Syrians will 
get eight million cubic 
metres annually in addition 
to 70 per cent of the total 
generated hydro-electric 
power. 

Mustafa KheleifaL the 
ministry's secretary gener- 
al, said public debt to the 
WAJ has reached JD12 mil- 
lion. while the WAJ owes 
JD517 million to various 
organisations. 

According to Sa'd Bakri. 
the ministry's assistant sec- 
retary general, the ministry 
has completed a JDI7 mil- 
lion water network project 
in Salt, to be inaugurated on 
May 25, the anniversary of 
Jordan's independence. 


AMMAN — Administra- 
tive Development Minister. 
Bassam Emoush Monday 
said that a proposal for 
establishing a special fund 
for combatting unemploy- 
ment will be submitted to 
the unemployment confer- 
ence which will be held 
August 17. 

Dr. Emoush added: 
“Assessing the fund's feasi- 
bility is premature. 
Nonetheless many coun- 
tries have adopted this 


step. 

The minister indicated 
that the government is cur- 
rently weighing the fund's 
advantages and disadvan- 
tages. 

He said that a paper on 
other countries' experi- 
ences in this regard will be 
discussed at the conference. 

Former minis ter Rajai 
Muasher has proposed 
establishing such a fund in 
an article he published in A1 
Rai Arabic daily and called 
for financing it from the 
Social Security Corpora- 
tion’s funds. 


UAE- Japan trade 


hits record in 1997 


Iraq liberalising trade, creating 


free zones to bypass sanctions 


BAGHDAD (AP) — In a 
bid to circumvent U.N. 
sanctions, Iraq is expanding 
its free zones to encourage 
trade with its oil-rich Gulf 
neighbours and moving to 
liberalise rules for import 
and export licenses. 

The measures outlined in 
newspapers Sunday repre- 
sent the first pubhc sanc- 
tioning of a flourishing 
smuggling business that has 
made the trade sanctions 
meaningless to Iraqis who 
can afford imported goods. 

News reports did not spec- 
ify the new moves were 
aimed at skirting the sanc- 
tions. But they came days 
after Deputy Prime Minister 
Tariq Aziz threatened to 


break the sanctions unless 
the U.N. Security Council 
lifts them. 

One step is creating a 
company to liberalise mles 
for import and export licens- 
es “for both the socialist 
(state-owned) and private 
sectors as well as Iraqi indi- 
viduals,” said Al Mustaqbal 
a weekly owned by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son 
Udai. 

“The new company .will 
reactivate Iraq’s trade with 
Arab and foreign coun- 
tries.” it said. 

The Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council (RCC) also 
has issued a decree — car- 
ried in state-owned dailies 
— establishing a body to 


VW GOLF GL 5-DOOR 1992 (DUTY UNPAID) 

FOR SALE 

Red, 1800cc, air conditioning, power steering, central locking, 
sunroof, excellent condition, dealer-serviced since new, 
imported on posting from Germany, much loved. Easy to park, 
an excellent around-town car. JD5.000 (negotiable) 

Contact owner after 4 p.m. at 5866098 


Gold in the Air 


GULF AIR'S Duty Free Division introduced its latest 
promotion “Gold in the Air” to the regional media at a 
recent press conference in Bahrain. “Gold in the Air" 
offers Gulf Air passengers the chance of winning die 
grand prize of a kilo of pure Swiss gold and monthly 
prizes of Christian Dior Swing watches, by purchasing 
goods to a minim um amount of BHD 50 — from the 
award winning inflight duty free. 


run free trade areas to “boost 
the volume of exports... and 
attract Arab and foreign cap- 
ital.” 

The sanctions, imposed 
for Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, bar all trade with 
Iraq apart from food, medi- 
cine and other humanitarian 
goods. 

They also ban Iraqi 
exports except for limited 
amounts of oil whose pro- 
ceeds are used for humani- 
tarian purchases to ease the 
impact of the embargo on 
the 22 million Iraqis. 

Iraq already has two small 
free trade zones, one on the 
Syrian border and the other 
on the fringes of the Kurdish 
autonomous enclave in the 
'nortlT tb“ band! e an illegal 
trade in diesel fuel with 
Turkey. 

Under RCC decree, a large 
free-trade region will be set 
up near Iraq's southern port 
of Basra to handle trade with 
the Gulf states, particularly 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and existing areas 
will be expanded. 

Iraq’s trade is booming 
with the UAE and Syria. 
Baghdad traders say Iraqi 
businessmen have set up 
about 200 companies in 
Dubai, shipping to Iraq 
goods ranging from cars and 
spare parts to computers. 

Trade with Syria has also 
surged recently after the 
opening of a trade centre on 


the border where both Iraqi 
and Syrian traders strike 
deals. 

Most commercials on 
Iraq’s state-run television 
now promote goods either 
made or imported from 
Syria and the UAE. They 
include food. clothes, 
sweets, appliances and elec- 
tronic gear. 

No figures are available on 
the volume of Iraq’s foreign 
trade, but the city's smart 
shops are stocked with latest 
air conditioning equipment 
desk computers, household 
utensils and electronics. 

The RCC has given the 
new body almost a free 
hand, saying it con issue 
instructions, and procedures- 
without recourse to higher 
authorities to implement its 
tasks. 

Baghdad traders said the 
government has also 
scrapped restrictions on 
export and import of previ- 
ously banned commodities. 

Curbs on the import of 
textiles and all raw materials 
needed for domestic indus- 
tries have either been eased 
or removed, they said. 

The authorities, they said, 
now pay lip service to the 
smuggling of oil products 
and other domestic com- 
modities like cement, sul- 
phur. dates, animal hides 
and phosphate into neigh- 


bouring countries. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Trade 
between the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Japan 
hit a record high in 1997 as 
Tokyo imported more oil 
and a weaker yen boosted 
its exports to the Gulf coun- 
try. an official report has 
showed. Two-way trade 
climbed by around eight per 
cent to an all-time high of 
$14.92 billion in 1997 from 
$13.85 billion in 1996, the 
Japanese External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO) said. 

Japan's exports to the 
emirates grew by about 10 
per cent to S2.54 billion 
from around $2.31 billion 
despite the transfer of man- 
ufacturing centres to over- 
seas locations by a number 
of Japanese firms. 

' l As a whole, 1997 was a 
good year for Japanese 
exports to the UAE," 
JETRO said in a report from 
its UAE office in Dubai. 

“The exchange rate, com- 
paratively favourable to the 
U.S. currency against 
Japanese yen, had played its 
pan in i creasing the Japan- 
ese exports," the organisa- 
tion added. ■ 

A breakdown showed 
most of Japan's exports to 
the UAE recorded positive 
growth, with the value of 
cars soared by 26.S per cent 
to $550.5 million from 
$434.1 million . Transport 
equipment in general 
surged by 25.9 per cent to 
around $853.4 milli on from 
$677.9 million. 

Machinery and equipment 
increased by 9. 1 per cent to 
$1.82 billion from $1.67 
billion. But telecommunica- 
tion equipment declined by 
16.4 per cent to $163.3 mil- 
lion from $195.2 milli on. 

Imports from the UAE 
also rose by 7.3 per cent to 
around $12.38 billion from 


$1.1-54 billion, widening 
Japan’s trade deficit with 
die emirates to $9.8 billion 
from $9.2 billion.. 

Oil remained the domi- 
nant component of die 
imports, growing in value 
by around 3.2 per cent to 
$9.64 billion from $9-34 
billion . 

The report attributed the 
higher value to an increase 
in the volume of imports, 
which rose to 454.4 mini on 
barrels from 449.4 million 
barrels. 

The value of imported liq- 
uefied natural gas (LNG) 
jumped by 37.8 per cent to 
$974.1 million from $707 
milli on and that of liquefied 
petroleum gas by 22-5 per 
cent to $989 million from 
$807.1 million. 

JETRO sources said the 
sharp rise followed the 
expansion of the UAE’s 
LNG facilities on Das 
island to face growing con- 
sumption by Japanese 
clients. The capacity, has 

been doubled to more than 

• ™ ■ 

five milli on tonnes per year. 

Other main imports 
included aluminium, which 
also shot up by 31.5 per 
cent to around $223.4 mil- 
lion from $169.9 milli on. 

'The UAE remained the 
number one supplier of 
crude oil to Japan, export- 
ing nearly 28 per cent of 
Japan's total oil needs,” 
JETRO said. 

It said the UAE, a major 
OPEC oil producer, also 
accounted for nearly 1.96 
per cent of Japan's total 
trade of $763.3 billion in 
1997 and 36.2 per cent of its 
trade with the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 



ACROSS 

1 Freight jumper 

5 Musde builder 

10 First husband? 

14 Hot chamber 

15 Isolated 

16 Mrs. 
CopperfiekJ 

17 M. Descartes 

18 Rodeo rope 

19 Daredevil 
Knrevet 

20 Javelin's flight 
path 

21 Position of 
advantage 

23 Steed 

25 Got together 

26 School grounds 

28 Divides into 

three 

33 PreSminary 
races 

34 Kitchen whip 

35 Much in 
demand 

36 Ventilates 

37 Leaping 
gmpHMans 

38 One of Henry 
VIll's six wives 

39 Asian naL 

40 Actress 
Verdugo 

41 Idaho's capital 

42 Making one's 
way by force 

44 Grief 

45 Kiddie seat 

46 Spiral pin 

47 Fofcs informer 

52 John's Yoke 

55 Fe 

56 Future oak 

57 Dirty air 

58 Stupor 

59 Chutzpah 

60 Cezanne or 
Gauguin 

61 Onfy thing 1 
have for you? 

62 Shade source 

63 Beheaded 
Bdeyn 
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By Dorothy B. Harttn 
Highland Perk, Ml 


DOWN ' 

1 Israeli dance 

2 Finished 

3 Standards 

4 Single 


5 Torment 
persistently 

6 Privileged few 

7 Land of Lot's 
descendants 

8 Against 

9 Ctose but no 
cigar 

10 ■_ Rdeies 1 

11 Hawk's toe 

12 Square 
measure 

13 Beer Ingredient 

21 Shank 

22 Carrel furniture 

24 Chooses 

26 Lucky Sting 

27 Vowels 

28 Sandal strip 

29 Latvian capital 

30 Committee 
leader 

31 Body bulk 

32 Scatter 

34 Christopher, 
the architect 

37 Marked by 
disrespectful 
levity 

38-Skin opening 
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Ala#* 


40 Israel's airline 

41 Given life 

43 Lab twins 

44 Tea biscuits 

46 Walton 

47 One team 

48 TV dinner 
holder 

49 Slow flow 


50 Champagne 
bucket 

51 Pierce with a 
horn 

53 Part of speech 

54 Look long and 
lustily 

57 Rejuvenation 
center 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MAY 19, 




By Undo C Black, Tribune Media SerncGfi 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
as a gentle person starts to nag. Apparently 
you'd do something quite some time ago and fosgotaH ? 
about it. Go along with whai the other person aste-tSgfJ 
it finished. It’ U be a wonderful relief for all coaccca^S 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A friend co nld #fer. 
you an absolutely brilliant idea. You’ve been 
give this person some great ideas yourself. Tbgetfca^ . 
you could solve a problem that’s been bugging 
some time. The answers have been there all al6ag.^j£; 
you have to do is change your point of view. - ■ 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’re being pushed.^.: 
complete something. You may have already begun, bat 
±ere are things you don’t know how to do. You're genaag;^ 
to have to admit it and ask for help. That’s OK. On die 
other side of this conflict will emerge a brilliant new . 
you with many fabulous new talents. Go for it. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your side is in control, 
probably because you’re aligned with people- who' are 
good at handling money. There are two ways to hand a 
financial situation. You can either scrimp and save or J 
you can go out and get more money. Today, you and 
your friends can find ways to do both. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You need to negotiate a 
deal. If you pull it off, you'll get the inspiration :to 
express one of your natural but hidden, talents, in & prof- 
itable way. Sound interesting? There are excellent 
opportunities around. One is practically knocking on. 
your door right now. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) People are start- 
ing to notice how competent you are. Yon're careful, 
and you strive for perfection in everything you do. It 
means you sometimes get assignments you don’t enjoy, 
unfortunately, but even then you do a spectacular job. 
Go ahead and accept the compliments. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It's busy day. 
The good news is that you could make quite a bit of 
money. The bad news is the work involved. The good 
news is that it’s creative work. The bad news is that you 
don’t know whether you can do it Well, that 's how it 
always is, so don’t worry about it. Everything will turn 
out fine. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It’s a great 
time to make a romantic commitment. You may even 
get pushed into one. Why fight it? Your mate could be 
irritating, but that’s OK. If you’ve known this person for 
very long, you’re probably used to that by now. If not, 
take it over before acquiescing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Someone at home is giving you all kinds of support and 
good advice. And there could be something about your 
domestic environment itself that’s comforting. This is 
important, especially lately. It relaxes you and makes it 
easier for you to be a dynamo at woriL . ’ 

CAPRICORN: (December- 22 to January -20) This is a 
good dayfor romance and learning. Sorobvkrasly, you 
should be learning about romance. If you don't have a 
true love, call up your best friend and go someplace fun. 

If you do have a true love, the same rule applies. Do 
something educational. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) It’s about 
time you bought something you’ve been wanting for 
ages. It’s probably a household item, but it could even 
be real estate. You’re going to have to live with it for a 
long time, so you’d better buy the best It will end up 
being cheaper in the long run. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’re strong, 
decisive and confident Go ahead and make all those 
decisions you’ve been putting off. By tomorrow, things 


will change again. Choose a destination now and you’ll 
have an advantage. You can decide how you’re going to 
get there as you go along. 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glaabergen 



Wednesday coffee cup, 
__ My Friday cup is much bigger." 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company raises 
capital to JDl 8m, distributes JD135m in dividends 


** THE GENERAL assembly of ihe Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company 
has approved the recommendation of the 
board of directors to distribute 
JD1, 350,000 in dividends, at a rate of 15 
per cent, following a JDl 3.4 million gross 
profit registered by the company during 
1997. The gross profit was 32 per cent 
higher the JO 10.2 million recorded in 
1996. 

Board Chairman Anis Muasher expect- 
ed the company to post a “good” increase 
in profit this year. He told "the sharehold- 
ers that the firm is also studying the pos- 
sibility °f merging with some Jordanian 
drug-manufacturing companies. 

Mr. Muash er told the general assembly 
that the restructuring that was implement- 
ed during the past two years was evident 
on the performance of the company dur- 
ing last year as sales grew by 23.4 per 
cent, from JD24.6 million in 1996 to 
JD30.4 million in 1997. Net pretax profit 
shot up by 85 per cent reaching JD7.04 
million from JD3.80 million at the end of 
1996. 

“This record figures of sales and profit 
have reflected positively on financial 
ratios such as the net profit to paid-up 
capital which climbed from 37 per cent in 
1996 to 74 per cem in 1997. The rate of 
return on shareholders equity stood at 
19.5 per cent (11.5 per cent in 1996), the 


chairman said. 

He indicated that the firm is exerting all 
possible efforts to continue higher growth 
in outside markets through consolidating 
traditional markets and opening new 
ones. Mr. Muasher praised the Jordanian 
economic policy, its opening to the world 
and the government’s signing of interna- 
tional economic accords which will help 
create new markets for the company in 
Europe and the United States. 

The chairman highlighted the success of 
the company in repaying the JD460.243 
overdrafts to local banks and indicated 
thar the shareholders’ equity at the end of 
1997 has reached JD34.07 million. 17.5 
per cent higher than the JD28.95 million 
at the end of 1996. Long-term liabilities 
also dropped by 61 per cent from JDl. 2 
million in 1996 to JD0.49 million in 
1997. The ratio of net after-tax profit to 
sales rose from 13.5 per cent in 1996 to 
around 22 per cem in 1 997. 

The general assembly concluded its 
meeting by approving the recommenda- 
tion of the board of directors to capitalise 
retained earnings and increase the compa- 
ny’s capital from JD9 million to JDl 8 
million. The capital increase will be 
achieved by awarding the shareholders a 
free bonus share against every share they 
hold (Al Ra’i + A1 Dustour + Al Aswaq). 
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Participants in the Jordan-Turkey Business Council (right) listen to speakers (left) during the opening session Monday 

Jordan urged to join Black Sea Council to enter new markets 


AMMAN t Petra j — The 
Jordan-Turkey Business 
Council <JTBC? opened a 
two day meeting in Amman 
Monday to explore further 
ways for boosting 
Jordanian-Turkish trade 
relations and help business- 
men to launch joint ven- 
tures. 

Addressing the opening 
session was Sharif Oglu 
who urged Jordan to join Ihe 
Black Sea Cooperation 
Council as an observer in 
order to benefit from busi- 
ness and trade in the mar- 


kets of that council which 
includes Turkey, Russia, the 
Ukraine, Romania. 

Bulgaria. Greece. Georgia. 
Azerbeijan. Armenia and 
Albania in addition to Israel 
as an observ er. 

Mr. Oglu said that once 
Jordan joins this council i: 
will guarantee entry of its 
national products to Turkey 
as well as the other council 
member states. 

He added that the Turkish 
business community wishes 
io increase dealings with the 
Middle East markets notice 


that only in an atmosphere 
of peace can capital flow 
freely and business thrive. 

He urged Jordan to 
increase the flights of Royal 
Jordanian to Turkey in a bid 
to facilitate Jordanian busi- 
nessmen's deals with the 
Turkish private sector busi- 
nesses 

Fakhri Bilbeisi. who is a 
member of the Jordanian 
Businessmen Association, 
outlined the Jordanian pri- 
vate sector'^ role in the 
national economy noting 
±31 At government has 


been passing laws to pro- 
mote bilateral trade 
exchanges 

Calling on Turkish 
investors to invest in 
Jordan. Mr. Bilbeisi noted 
that investors are welcome 
to carry out the Disi water 
project, which has an esti- 
mated cost of S500 million, 
and a light railway which 
costs JD 160 million. Other 
projects include a thermal 
power station, an oil refin- 
ery in Aqaba as well as the 
industrial harbour in Aqaba 
at a cost of JD4 million. 


Mumaser Oqlah. director 
general of ihe Inie^tmeni 
Promotion Corporation, 
outlined the inernti ves 
given to investors in Jordan 
stressing that numerous 
opportunities exist for 
stronger economic and trade 
links between the two 
countries. 

The Turkish delegation, 
comprising 200 business- 
men. will Tuesday open a 
trade fair at the International 
Motor Show displaying 
goods from 90 different 
firms. 


New instalment of compensation to be distributed today 
to Jordanian returnees from Kuwait during Gulf crisis 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to The Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — More than 
19.000 Jordanian returnees, 
who were forced to leave 
Kuwait during the 1990 
Gulf crisis, will receive 
their compensations 


Tuesday as pan of the U.N. 
scheme to compensate those 
affected by the crisis. 

Yahya Al Oteibi, member 
of the Higher Committee to 
Compensate the Returnees 
(HCCR) said the total 
amount that would be dis- 
tributed among the 19,544 


returnees will amount to 
S4S.6 million, with each one 
receiving S2.500. 

Mr. Oteibi told the Jordan 
Times that the claims regis- 
tered in the A category will 
benefit from this amount. 

He indicated that the new 
instalment is the third for 


claims included in category 
A and that more compensa- 
tion is expected to be 
approved by the U.N. com- 
mittee that supervises ±e 
distribution of these claims. 

Mr. Oteibi added the those 
who will receive compensa- 
tion are “those who are 
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holding the rose notifica- 
tion" among the A category, 
which includes also red, 
yellow-, blue and green noti- 
fications. 

More than 400.000 
Jordanians left Kuwait dur- 
ing and after the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. The 
Jordanian government esti- 
mates that the total claims 
by its returnees will exceed 
several billions. 

The claims by these 
returnees were classified 
into several categories 
which include category B 
for serious injuries arid 
deaths, C for individual 
losses below SI 00,000. D 
for losses above SI 00.000. 
H for losses incurred by cor- 
porations working in 
Kuwait and F for foreign 
government’s and organisa- 
tions’ claims. 

B -category claims were 

distributed last year, while 

the instalment that will be 

given to the category A is 

die third in less that three 

vears. 

* 

Mr. Oteibi said the distrib- 
ution of the compensations 
will need several days to be 

P 

accomplished. 

Members of die HCCR 
were quoted by the local 
Arabic newspapers that the 
delay in distributing these 
amounts was due to "techni- 
cal procedures” which 
included the auditing of the 
names and identities of 
those who claimed for com- 
pensations. 

Mr. Oteibi said that 
among the reasons that led 
to the delay in distribution 
of funds was creating a 
"mechanism” that would 
ensure that all returnees 
receive their money. 

Mr. Oteibi said that 1.7(H) 
claims for compensations 
that exceed SI 00.000 have 
not been approved by a 
U.N. committee that super- 
vises and approves the 
claims. 

He added that these claims 
need to be supported by evi- 
dence and documents to 
prove their elegibilit. 
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All? man • ( latro - Hit) 


i'fiunc 

:Vj271 1H 
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Volivier Restaurant 
& 


Abdoun 5929564 


Mmwmmm 


FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive Prices 

Come ro i he Pioneer* 


AL-FUHAIS fresh pork shop 

Near the Baccalaureat School 
TcU 720459 




i \msi : s i 

j 7^ ' ' I .. 

I 

t — i 

Pub & Pasiaumni 
Join Ue & Judge 
for yourself 

uvn MUSIC 

MO S DAY & THURSDAY 

Open for Lunch Daily 

Svrcdiyrn - Bcrimd lst:Ki L il E^^Wtop 
7e! 016650 Cciiuur C79 - 282S4 
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Martinez ends 18 -month drought 


BERLIN (AFP) — Conchita Martinez ended the 
run of French qualifier Amelie Mauresmo to end 
an 1 8-month title drought and claim the German 
Open championship with a 6-4. 6-4 victory. 

The win earned Martinez Si 50,000. with 
50.000 going to 1 8-year-old Mauresmo. 

The French girl, who this week became the 
lowest-ranked player to beat two of the top three 
players. Lindsay Davenport and Jana Novotna, 
was unable to maintain the standard with which 
she begun the match, and it was her numerous 
unforced errors that led to her eventual downfall. 

Mauresmo gained the first break of the match 
in the third game, taking the ball early on the 
baseline and forcing the surprised Spaniard to 
send a forehand long. But apart from that one 
lapse, seventh-seeded Martinez was solid on her 
serve in the first set. dropping just one further 
point. 

While Mauresmo played the more attractive 
tennis, she was increasingly unable to maintain 
the long rallies against Tier more experienced 
opponent, and Martinez was able to level at 4-all 
with a backhand pass. Mauresmo struggled again 
in her next service game, holding off three break 
points before she netted a forehand to gift 


Martinez the set. 

Mauresmo again made the more positive start 
in the second set, breaking in the opening game 
with a backhand volley, but she continued to have 
difficulty bolding her own serve. She survived 
two break points to lead 2-0, but was broken for 
2-all when a drop voUey fell short and into the 
net. 

Martinez, who often troubled Mauresmo with 
her heavy topspin and high bounces, held two 
more break points for a 5-3 lead, and although 
Mauresmo demonstrated her versatility by hold- 
ing her off with a backhand volley and a winning 
forehand, she played a disastrous final game, 
committing four unforced errors to give Martinez 
victory. 

“It's a great feeling to win again.'* said 
Martinez, who had reached the Finals of the 
Australian Open and Amelia Island this year but 
bad not claimed a title since winning Moscow in 
November 1996. 

“Last year was a tough one for me, but I kept 
fighting and kept training I knew my game was 
still there and everything would pay off. Now l*m 
really looking forward To the French Open and 
doing well there." 


Martinez considered that she could have served 
better, but was grateful she was able to recover 
from an indifferent start. 

“I didn't start out that well," she admitted. “She 
was really aggressive and coming to the net. But 
I just focused on my own game and tried to be 
aggressive too and change the pace too. But she 
has a lot of talent and is going to be really good." 

Mauresmo received a lengthy standing ovation 
and burst into tears, bur was all smiles after- 
wards. 

“The ceremony was very intense and I let out 
all the tension I’ve felt all week.” Mauresmo 
explained. “1 don't really realise yet what I've 
done. Now I'm going to think about it.” 

Having played her way through the qualifying 
rounds, saving a match point along the way. 
Mauresmo confessed that her energy level had 
dropped a little in the.final. 

“I was really tired' today and didn’.t. keep the 
intensity up." she said. “I tried to take the ball 
earlier but it didn't work, and she played the 
important points better than me. But although I 
lost the match 1 had a great week and I'm happy 
wirh what I did. I don’t have any regrets." 


Simoes: The man who transformed the ‘Reggae Boyz’ 


KINGSTON (AFP) — Brazilian professor 
Rene Simoes was the mastermind behind the 
Cinderella story of Jamaica’s surprise qualifica- 
tion for the World Cup finals. 

Jamaica are only the third Cambean country 
to reach the finals — after Haiti in 1974 and 
Cuba in 1938 — and their rapid rise to promi- 
nence can be attributed largely to the qualities 
of their moustachioed, bespectacled. God-fear- 
ing coach. 

The 44-year-old, bom into a family of 12 in 
Rio De Janeiro, took over the Reggae Boyz at 
the end of 1994, slowly transforming a talented 
but raw set of amateurs into a side capable of 
competing with the world’s best. 

Simoes came to the job with an impressive 


coaching record which stretches back 20 years 
and has included spells with Brazil's Under-20 
and Under-23 sides, die Saudi Arabia national 
side as well as posts in Portugal and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

A true citizen of the football world. Simoes 
was quick to understand the relative naivety of 
the players he inherited and promptly took them 
for rigorous tr ainin g sessions in Brazil over a 
two-year period. 

Simoes is a committed Christian — often 
wearing his favourite ’Jesus Loves You’ T-shirt 
— but he is no soft touch as be has shown by 
dropping Walter Boyd. Jamaica's answer to 
Paul Gascoigne, for his indifferent attitude to 
training. 


Simoes became national hero in Jamaica and 
a national holiday was declared when the 
Reggae Boyz drew 0-0 with Mexico to claim 
the third berth from the CONCACAF qualify- 
ing group. 


But he insists that qualification was not the 
end of their ambitions and he is currently over- 
seeing a searching, 25-match tour to get his 
players battle-hardened for the finals challenge. 

Jamaica are in a tough group with Argentina, 
Croatia and Japan, but Simoes insists they will 
not be going along just to make up the numbers. 

“We're not going to France to advertise 
tourism, we're going there to play soccer," he 
says. 


Salas poised to strike 


PARIS (AFP) — Chile may not be among the favourites 
this summer, but as England found out to their cost, any- 
one writing off Marcelo Salas' team will be in for a 
shock at the World Cup finals. 

Salas, the latest goalscoring phenomenon to emerge 
from South America, scored both goals as Chile cut 
Glenn Hoddle’s men down to size with a 2-0 victory at 
Wembley in February. 

Now the 23-year-old ace is ready for more fireworks at 
France '98. which by a twist of footballing fate, he will 
start against the very country he is about to call home: 
Italy. 

Snapped up Lazio for nearly S20 million in February, 
Salas will be starting his new life in the Serie A once the 
finals are over. Salas will have no fear on his World Cup 
debut, his prodiguous goalscoring talent has always 
served him well on big occasions in the past ever since 
he was teenager. 

Salas was bom in December 1 974 at Temuco. a city 
700 kilometres south of Santiago. His footballing career 
started when he made the long journey up to the Chilean 
capital as a 15-year-old hopeful after winning a trial 
with Universita del Chile. 

The trial was held on a Thursday, and on the Saturday 
Salas made an explosive debut for Universita’s youth 
team, scoring four goals. And he was still only 15 when 
he made his international debut at Under- 17 level. 

The next turning point came four years later, when 
Salas made his "first-team debut for Universita in 
February 1994. 

Salas scored 27 goals that season, plus another 14 in 
the cup. Watched by 70.000 people at the Nacional sta- 
dium. he also made his full international against 
Argentina — scoring with his first touch of the ball in a 
pulsating 3-3 draw. 

Salas spent two more years with Universita before 
moving to Argentina in 1996 for a tough apprenticeship 
with River Plate. 

And in 1997. he could not put a magic left foot wrong. 

Salas scored 14 times as River Plate won both rounds 
of the Argentine championship. 

He finished a hectic year having guided Chile into the 
World Cup finals, scoring 1 1 times during their qualify- 
ing campaign in a 23-goal strike partnership with Inter 
Milan’s Ivan Zamorano. 


r\ 


Herzog 


the spur 



to Austrian 


success 


F 



Kasperczak lifts 


Tunisia from doldrums 


PARIS (AFP') — Tunisia national coach Henri Kasperczak is the 
longest serving in Africa, having taken over after a dismal show- 
ing by the hosts of the 1994 African Nations Cup. 

Within two years the small North African state had finished 
runners-up to South Africa at the next Nations Cup and qualified 
for the Atlanta Olympics. 

The icing on the cake for Kasperczak came last June when a 
0-0 draw in Egypt clinched one of a record five places reserved 
for Africa at the 1998 World Cup. 

Not only were Tunisia returning to the international football 
showpiece after a 20-year absence, but they had beaten and 
drawn with group favourites and arch-rivals Egypt 

Kasperczak was less satisfied after the Nations Cup three 
months ago in Burkina Faso, where Tunisia rarely clicked and 
were eliminated in the quarter-finals by outsiders Burkina Faso. 

Be it success or failure, the 5 1 -year-old Polish-bora French cit- 
izen never changes his emotions, seating on the bench with assis- 
tant Ali Selmi and observing intently. 

He played against Tunisia at the 1 978 World Cup after collect- 
ing a bronze medal in the same competition four years earlier 
and a silver medal at the 1976 Montreal Olympics. 

After coaching at French clubs Metz, Sl Etienne. Strasbourg. 
Racing Club de Paris and Montpellier, Kasperczak steered Ivory 
Coast to third place at the 1994 Nations Cup in Tunisia. His love 
affair with Africa had begun. 


Leekens seeking to be national hero 


PARIS (AFP) — With less than a year 
in charge. Belgium coach George 
Leekens is rapidly becoming a national 
hero. 

Belgium were on the verge of failing 
to qualify when the then coach Wilfried 
Van Moer was shown the door after his 
side lost 3-0 to the Netherlands and 49- 
year-old Leekens given the job of sav- 
ing Belgium pride. 

He did. by taking them into the qual- 
ifying play-offs where they beat Ireland 
3-2 on aggregate for the final spot in 
France. 

“My first job when I took over was to 
create a new positive mentality with the 
squad," explains Leekens. 


‘There seemed to be little motivation. 
The atmosphere was depressing. I am 
glad to sav it is no longer the case. 
We’ve rediscovered our hunger for suc- 
cess.” he adds. 

Chilling news for their Group E rivals 
Holland. South Korea and Mexico. 

Leekens. a former defender, has 
coached a host of clubs before taking 
over the national job. 

He has been in charge of Kortrijk, 
Anderlecht Cercle Bruges, Club 
Brugge, Mechelen, Trabzonspor and 
Charleroi before finally moving to sec- 
ond division side Mouscron who he 
took to the top of the first division. 

As a player, his no nonsense tackling. 


helped Club Bruges win five league 
titles and a place in the 1976 UEFA 
Cup final when they were beaten by 
Liverpool. 

Leekens knows football is not all in 
life. A large pan of his life is spent 
nursing his wife who is partially paral- 
ysed after a brain haemorrhage in 1997. 

His ability to cope with adversity 
should help Leekens at least take his 
aging Belgium squad to the second 
round at least. 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
biggest compliment you 
could pay Andreas Herzog is 
that he stands to be as impor- 
tanHo Austria's -World Cup 
hopes this summer as Hans 
KrankJ was in 1978. 

Krankl earned himself a 
place in Austrian folklore as 
well as quasi-immortality 
when Ins goals helped to 
knock out neighbours and 
rivals West Germany in 
Argentina two decades ago. 

77101 march remains the 
sweetest moment in most 
Austrians' World Cup mem- 
ories. although in the more 
distant past they reached the 
semifinals in 1934 and 1954. 

The immensely gifted 
Herzog, at 29 and reaching 
the peak of his career, now 
has the chance to lift his 
country out of the doldrums 
as they take on Italy. 
Cameroon and Chile in 
Group B. 

It was the Werder Bremen 
star who calmed Austrian 
nerves in scoring the vital 
goal in the 1-0 win away to 
Sweden after five points 
went begging against 
Scotland. 

But it was his ability as a 
provider of ammunition for 
veteran striker Toni Polsier 
which really counted as 
Herzog played a pivotal role 
in the qualifying campaign 
to ensure his country their 
seventh Finals appearance. 

It has not ail been plain 
sailing for the mild-man- 
nered Herzog in recent 
months however. 

The midfielder, who won 
his 65th cap for Austria in 
ia<u month's friendly against 
the United States, has had to 
battle back from a serious 
toe ligament injury which 
doctors believed could 
threaten his career at one 


stage. 


Rather than risk further 
damage, Herzog refused 
painkilling injections and sat 
out the winter before ginger- 
ly coming back into the side. 
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countdown 



Beckenbaue 




i-YnSaw 


Are vou a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge 


i > - ■ ■ 

4 1 ’-*■*= 


4) If there is one indispensable element 
in the game of football, it is the ball. 
Over the years the colour and material 
have changed. 

The first balls consisted of a bladder 
enclosed in two pieces of leather sewn 
together. In 1872 the English Football 
Association determined that the ball 
should be spherical with a circumfer- 


ence of 27 to 2S inches (68.5 to 7ia 
centimetres). 

Nowadays the balls are made of Syn- 
thetic materials, leather has not. been 
used for some time The question is: 
In which World Cup was the fast 
synthetic bail used? 
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Facts and figures about the participating countries 
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Solve the geography question daily to find the phrase at 
the end of Beckenbauer’s World Cup countdown 

.'£*1 vr.i. E- i'-T 


4) For centuries this country 
■ nurtured a somewhat warlike 
; relationship with its southern 
4 neighbour. w< 

1 Overall it seems to have Thl 

r emerged second best, a fact rat 
which displeases most of its of : 
: inhabitants, including one of the 
. the most famous filmstars and 
\ toupet- wearers of all time. ple; 
Nonetheless, the country is cor 

' currently awaiting the opening 
< of its own national parliament, 

‘ which however will be limited G£ 
in its powers. 1 : 

The climate is predominantly qc 

inclement and almost every- 
where the scenery is breath tak- 
ingiy beautiful. In summer a 
section of the male population 
assembles to take part in G 

games of a special kina. Some * 
play instruments' which, in the 
hands of less proficient musi- si s; 

cians, would sound fearful. 

Some compete against each 
other to see who can heave a 
tree trunk the furthest. 

The loyalties of the two main 
soccer clubs' supporters are 
split, not only along sporting lines but 
also religious. 

! The country is also famous for its 
l considerable exports of a drink which, 
thanks to elaborate production meth- 


SOLUTION TO THE 
WORLDCUP COUNTRY CONTEST 
The phrase we are looking for offers a 
rather precise, though harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
the world of diplomats. 


P lease fill in the respective lerters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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Solution: 


ods and infinite patience, is imbued 
with an inimitably smooth taste. 


Overindulgence, however, is consid- 
ered unhealthy. 


Please enter the letters of the coun- 
try as instructed in the solution 
squares as follows: 

First letter of the country in position 

22 . 

Fourth letter in position 29. 


What’s wrong here? 
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I In the centre of the photo Cameroon's legendary Roger Mllla can be seen tn the t 
match where his team beat Romania 2-1 in the 1990 World Cup in Italy. Mffla i 

JfS 2 ained amongst other things, forf 

l^f, lfr i i Pb lyer ’??* Four y«S later he toSwsed 

* 5“ , Worid Cup 1on ** T,< y record by taking part In the World Cup in the United 
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THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12 : 30 , 3 : 30 , 
6 : 15 , 8 : 30 , 10:30 


"Die biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 

10:30 pjn. 


The Relic 


Shows; 1230, 3 JO, 6 : 15 , 8 : 30. 10 JO 


IS MARIA RAYEH GAI KAMANANA 
Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL 593479 


ABDOUN 


Charlie Sheen ... in 

SHADOW 

CONSPIRACY 


GALLERIA 1 
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STAJRTNC APRIL 6T H 

Don't Laugh Please 

. ”1 

We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yarns, And 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 


at 8 JO pjiL 

For reservations all: 464015ft 4625155 
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Amman to host women ’s Arab 

Karate Championship 


By Roufan Nahha$ 

Special to ike Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Kingdom will host the 1st Arab Karate 
Championship for Women May 25-2S with five teams 

LaJdflg part. 

Jordan Karate Federation (JKF) spokesman Maher A1 
Nimn told the Jordan Times that teams from Lebanon, 

Syria, list), Palestine, in addition to Jordan would be tak- 
ing para 

“It is considered an important event as several players 
will be named for the women national team,” he 
The event, the first of its kind to be hosted in Jordan, 
will see two teams representing the Kingdom with the’ 
Crown Hotel sponsoring one team. 

Jordan's team consists of : Muna Ali Khawajah, Saraah 


Abu Lail, Buthaina A1 Muhoisri, Reem A! Rawashdeh. 
Reem AI Qudah and Shatha Fawzi. The coach is Ahmad 
Mutaweh. 

Crown Hotel team consists of: Fadwa Ali Abed Hafez, 
Mariam Mohammed Harb, Nesreen Abu Karsh, Marina 
Mohammed Harb, Esraa' AI Khateeb and Sawsan 
Madanat The coach is Abdullah Khaled. 

Meanwhile, the men's karate national team returned 
from Egypt after taking pan in President Hosni Mubarak 
Championship. 

“Our team came in the third place after Egypt which 
conquered the first and second places," Nimri said. 

Teams from ten countries took pan in the event includ- 
ing Turkey, Sweden, Morocco, Oman, Syria, Egypt and 
Jordan. 



Milwaukee Brewers second baseman Fernando Vina (1) tumbles over Colorado 
Rockies runner Vinny Castilla to complete a double play to end the fourth inning 
in Denver Vina threw out Dante Bichette who hit into the double play (Reuters 
photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Atkinson to leave Wednesday 

LONDON (AFP) — Sheffield Wednesday 
manager Ron A tkins on is to leave the club 
just six months after returning to 
Hillsborough for a second spell in charge 
after the Owls said Sunday they have 
decided not to renew his contract, which 
expires on May 31. ‘The board have given 
extensive consideration to future appoint- 
ments and the development of the club's 
resources in line with other Premier 
League sides. 

Singing lessons for Brazilians 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Brazil’s 
World Cup squad are to take singing 
lessons to enable them to sing the national 
anthem properly before matches. Brazilian 
Federation officials claim it looks “ridicu- 
lous” if players either try to mime the 
words or; worse still, keep their mouths 
tightly shut during the hymn's rendition. 
But if Ronaldo and company think they’ll 
be singing for their supper they could be in 
for a disappointment, because their 
favourite dish has been summarily banned. 
“Feijoada,” a tasty but heavy mixture of 
black beans, rice, chorizos and peppers, is 
not what today's World Cup star should be 
eating, according to dietary advisor and 
cardiologist Joaquim da Marta. 


Klinsmann to 


team 


BONN (AFP) — Spurs striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann will skipper the German squad 
at the World Cup even if he is not assured 
of a place in the star ting line-up, coach 


Beni Vogts said Sunday. Vogts told 
German television: “Every player must 
accept that sometimes he will be left on the 
bench." Klinsmann, 33, has won 101 caps 
and was in the 1990 World Cup- winning 
side as well as the team that lifted the 1996 
European Championship. But Vogts is set 
to prefer 30-year-old Oliver BierhofF, who 
finished the Italian season as top scorer 
with 27 goals and who scored the Golden 
Goal winner for Germany at Euro ‘96. 

Sun rises on Stoichkov 

SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgarian veteran striker 
Hristo Stoichkov, who quit Barcelona in 
mid-season, is to play for Japanese outfit 
Yokohama Flu gels after the World Cup 
after signing a two-year contract, it 
emerged here. The J-league side are paying 
S4 million for the 32-year-old, who only 
arrived back in Bulgaria to play for CSKA 
Sofia earlier this year before almost imme- 
diately going off to Saudi Arabia for two 
months to guest for AI Ansar. 

Brazil stars have a heart 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Brazil's stars 
have had a whip-round to help stricken res- 
idents of northeastern areas of their coun- 
try hit by severe drought. After watching a 
report on how some people had resorted to 
looting supermarkets to avoid going hun- 
gry, the players, led by skipper Dunga and 
goalkeeper Taffarel decided to collect cash 
to help them. “It's an initiative from the 
heart,” said Dunga. Defender Goncalves 
added: “We saw these reports and we were 
really touched by the situation.” 


Costa wrist 
injury 
hands Rios 
title 


ROME (.AFP) — Chilean 
clay court master Marcelo 
Rios earned 5350.000 with- 
out lifting a racket here on 
Sunday as Spanish oppo- 
nent Albert Costa retired 
with a wrist injury before 
the start of the final a: the 
S2.4S million Italian Open. 

Rios remained the form 
player of 1998 as he picked 
up his fourth title of the year 
— Mercedes Super 9 tro- 
phy's at Indian Wells, Key 
Biscayne and Rome as well 
as Auckland in early 
January. 

The 22-year-old left- 
hander, ranked three in the 
world, also contested the 
Australian Open final, los- 
ing in three sets to Petr 
Korda. 

Costa, ranked 20th in the 
world, fell hard on his right 
wrist after hitting a forehand 
on the first point of the final 
game during his 6-3, 4-6, 6- 
3 semi-final win on 
Saturday over compatriot 
Alberto Berasategui. 

The 22-year-old Spaniard, 
dusted himself off and car- 
ried on for the victory. But 
during the night Costa said 
that the injury took a turn 
for the worse. 

“At 9:30 or 10 at night I 
was feeling pain, very bad 
pain,” said Costa, who won 
the German Open last week 
when fellow Spanird Alex 
Corretja retired with 
exhaustion during their final 

Costa underwent treat- 
ment on Saturday afternoon 
and tried to hit shortly 
before the scheduled 
Sunday start of the Cente 
Court match. 

”1 tried to hit ball, but I 
had no power,” said Costa, 
who will return to 
Barcelona for treatment of 
an injury which the tourna- 
ment doctor said could 
require from four to 25 days 
to completely heal. 

“There was no way I could 
play, no way,” said a disap- 
pointed Costa. ”If this had 
been the French Open final, 
it would have been the 
same.” 


Bulls battle back to claim 
Eastern Conference opener 


CHICAGO i .AFP; _ 
Michael Jordan rebounded 
from one of his worst play- 
off halves ever on Sunday as 
Chicago rallied for an 85-79 
win over Indiana in the first 

game of their National 
Basketball Association 

semi-final series. 

Jordan scored 25 of his 31 
points after the interval, per- 
haps justifying a report by 
NBC television that said he 
would receive his fifth 
career NBA Most Valuable 
Player award on Monday. 

Jordan bad made just one 
of his nine shots from the 
field in the first half. 

“I totally lost my rhythm 
and started missing easy 
shots,” Jordan said. “ft 
affected mv whole thougbr 
process in terms of aggres- 
sion and looking for the 
shot. The third quarter, I was 
able to turn that around and 
become more aggressive and 
just think about going to the 
basket more. It worked out.” 

Jordan shot 9 -of- 10 from 
the foul line and had five 
steals as he continued to 
climb the postseason lad- 
ders. His sixth fou! shot 
made him the all-time post- 
season leader, passing Wilt 
Chamberlain, who took 
1.627 playoff free throws. 
He also tied Magic Johnson 
for the most playoff steals 
with 35S. 

Jordan keyed a 10-0 run 
that opened the third quarter 
and gave the five-time 
champion Bulls the lead for 
good. He scored 10 points in 
the period and added 15 
more in the final eight and a 
half minutes after Indiana 
cut a 14-point deficit to 66- 
65. 

Dennis Rodman — 
benched and fined for arriv- 
ing late to practice on Friday 
— scored nine of his 11 
points in the opening half, 
becoming a surprising offen- 
sive option while Jordan 
struggled. He added 10 
rebounds before fouling out 
with 3:32 remaining. 

Ron Harper scored 15 
points and Australian Luc 
Longley added 12 for the 
Bulls, who overcame anoth- 
er case of the first-game 
blahs and played the final 
two-plus minutes without 
Rodman and Toni Kukoc. 
Game Two in the best of 
seven series is Tuesday at 
Chicago. Scottie Pippen 



Chicago Bulls’ guard Michael Jordan goes up for a shot between Indiana Pacers* Dale 
Davis (Li and Jaien Rose (R) in the fourth quarter of the Eastern Conference finals 
in Chicago, May 17. Chicago won the game 85-79 and leads the series, J-0. Jordan, 
who was held to six points in the first half, had a team-high 31 points for the game 
(Reuters photo l 


scored just four points on 1- 
of-9 shooting but defended 
Indiana point guard Mark 
Jackson, usinc his height to 
rake away Jackson's low- 
post game. Forced out of his 
natural same. Jackson com- 
mitted seven of the Pacers' 
26 turnovers. 

”1 knew I was going to 
sacrifice some of my offen- 
sive game when we decided 
I was going to cover Mark 
today.’' Pippen said. "I told 
MJ that he was going to 
have to rake care of the bulk 
of the scoring beeuase of my 
effoiT on Jackson.” 

“It symbolises that our 
defensive intensity is the 
most important part of our 
same" Jordan said. “When 


we gel the rypes of turnovers 
that we got tonight, it helps 
to ignite our offence. It also 
plants a seed in their mind 
that they have to be more 
careful with the ball and that 
affects their offensive eame 
plan.’* 

Reggie Miller scored 16 
points and .Antonio Davis 
added 12 and 1 1 rebounds 
for the Pacers, who are ny- 


ing to reach the NBA finals 
for the first time in franchise 
history'. Indiana held 
Chicago below 36 percent 
( 29-o f- SI ) from the field, 
including 0-of-6 from three- 
point range, but failed to 
capitalise. 

"They took a lot of things 
away from us that we want- 
ed to do offensively,” Pacers 
coach Larry Bird said. 


Sealed bids are invited by May 30, 1998, for the sale 
of a Volvo 740 (1991) on an as is where is basis. 
Please send bids to WHO Representative, 
P.O. Box: 811547, Amman 




Furnished Apartment In Shmeisani 
Very good location, in a building with only 3 apartments, 
overlooking a garden. Consists of 2 bedrooms, living room, 
dining room, new modem furniture, well-equipped kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, separate central heating, separate entrance, 
telephone, TV and video. 

Please call Tel.: 5606947 



>••••••••«•« 

ART and JEWELLERY 

EXHIBITION and SAI 
Hosted by American Women of Amman 
Today May 19th — 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
at the Marriott Hotel 
JD2 Per Person 


% 

wj 



FURNISHED TOP ROOF FOR RENT 

JOiie bedroom top roof luxury apartment with newly-pur- 
chased furnitures and electrical appliances. Telephone, 
satellite, lift, Jacuzzi and intercom system available. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

^ For more information please contact 

r v - 5697600 or 079/37392 


APARTMENT FOR RENT OR SALE 

Basement but could be considered as “Ground Floor. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms of which one is a master bedr oom , 
wfth separate entrance, central heating, big garden, water 
well, maid’s quarter and telephone. Located at Um Utheina. 
Total area Is around 317 sq. m-The apartment is best suited 
for diplomatic mission, international companies 

Jr family rroktaiCT. 

For Information & price, please contact the 
. owner directly at Tel.: 5533896 
or Mobile No. 079 - 43298 



FLAT FOR RENT 


A cute imie flat (roof), comprising 2 bedrooms, 
. .. . .sitting room, 3 bathrooms, 

living room, kitchen and terrace. 
Beautiful view and nice surroundings. 
Near the British Embassy. 

Fully furnished except for personal Hems. 

Nice roof, nice price. 

Interested call 079-55354 



Tel: 5934793 

Charlie Sheen 


Mobile: 079-33430 

Denzel Washington & 
Whitney Houston 
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ON THE OCCASION OF 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

THIRD FLIGHT TO 
AQABA DAILY 

ROYAL WINGS AIRLINES ANNOUNCES THAT EFFECTIVE 
25TH MAY 1998, A DAILY ADDITIONAL FLIGHT TO 
AQABA WILL BE OPERATED AS PER THE FOLLOWING 

SCHEDULE: 

DEPARTURE AMMAN (MARKA) AIRPORT AT 9,30 LOCAL TIME TO AQABA. 
DEPARTURE AQABA AIRPORT AT 17,00 LOCAL TIME TO AMMAN. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
ROYAL WINGS AIRLINES TEL. 875201, FAX 875656 
OR ANY ROYAL JORDANIAN OFFICES. 
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Israel’s social security: 


Palestinian killed by Jew not 


considered victim of terrorism 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
social security said Monday it 
could not compensate the fen- 
fly of a Palestinian killed by a 
Jewish extremist as a victim of 
terrorism because die murder 
is not considered an “anti- 

IsraelT attack. 

“The social security cannot 
pay compensation under this 
title [as a victim of tenorism] 
because the law only applies to 
acts of tOTorism commibed by 
groups at war with Israel,’' 
spokesman Harm Bitussi said. 

Israeli Resident Ezer 
Weizman said Sunday that ter- 
ror-victim compensation 
should be given to the family 
of Khairi Mussa Alqam, a 51- 
year-old Arab east Jerusalem 


Palestinian who was stabbed to 
death in an ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish ntigjbbouihood last 


while a Jew lolle d by an Arab 
is. 


Police have said Alqam was 
probably the victim of a Jewish 


Family may be 
compensated - 
on basis of 
work accident 


extremist suspected of injuring 
six other Arabs in slabbing 
attacks. 

Under a 1970 law, a 
Jerusalem Palestinian slain by 
a Jewish extremist is not con- 
sidered a victim of tenorism. 


Me Bitussi said social securi- 
ty “would do its best to com- 
pensate the family under laws 
for deaths in wtxk accidents,” 
since Alqam was on the way to 
work when he was slain. 

Police are still searching for 
Alqam 's ItiHa; who is believed 
to live in the neighbourhood 
where the six stabbing 
occurred over the past three 

pTnnthjg 

The Ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
council in Jerusalem made an 
unprecedented call to police to 


“use all means” to find the 


killer and promised to cooper- 
ate. 


Swiss president calls on PNA 


to work on human rights record 


BIR ZEST (AFP.) — Swiss 
President Flavio Gotti said- 
Monday that the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) had 
still not done enough to 
improve human rights in self- 
rule areas. 

“We consider the human 
rights situation not yet satisfac- 
tory,” Mr. Cotti said in a speech 
at Bir Zeit University outside 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

“Some problems remain, 
such as detention without trial 
and arbitrary arrests and 
restrictions on freedom of the 
press,” Mr. Cotti said. 

“I encourage you to cxjdtinue 
cn your way to enhance demo- 
cratic institutions. Human 
rights and rule of law are of 
paramount importance for the 
development of Palestinian 
society,'' he said. 


„ Mr. Cotti, who met with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on firiday, also edidsed 
Israel's construction of Jewish 
settlements in tire occupied 
West Bank arri Gaza Strip and 
its moves to strengthen its hold 
cn Arab east Jerusalem. 

“We reject the acquisition of 
land by force. The expansion 
of Israeli sovereignty to east 
Jerusalem constitutes a unilat- 
eral act Establishment of set- 
tlements in occupied territories 
constitutes a violation of the 
Geneva Convention,” he said 

He called on both sides to 
“respect their commitments" 
raids self-role accords in Older 
to break the 14-month dead- 
lode in the peace process. 

Earlier in the dry. Mi: Cotti 
toured the Jalazun refugee 
camp o utside Ramallah, visit- 
ing a UN. school and clinic 


and the home of a refugee, 
Nasser Sayed, to meet with 
residents. 

He also visited a Swiss- 
financed project to help reha- 
bilitate political prisoners who 
have been released from Israeli 


prisons. 

But he was forced to cancel a 
planned visit to toe West Bank 
town of Hebron for security 
reasons due to clashes between 
protesters and Israeli soldiers 
which continued for a fifth day 
oo Monday, his spokesman 
said. 

Ml Cotti was in Isael on 
Sunday during which be visit- 
ed to Jerusalem’s Yad Vasbem 
Holocaust memorial and spoke 
to Israeli officials about efforts 
to return assets taken from 
Jews by Nazis and put in Swiss 
banks during World War H 


Religious revolt in Knesset deprives 


* t* 


Netanyahu of majority for 3 hours 




TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu narrowly averted 
toe collapse of his governing 
coalition this weekend when 
an ultra-Orthodox party with- 
drew in protest at moves to 
draft religious students into toe 
army, it was reported Monday. 

The United Torah Judaism 
party, winch accounts for four 
of the Netanyahu coalition’s 
61 seats in toe 120-member 
parliament submitted its resig- 
nation from government 
Sunday via Deputy Housing 
Minister Meir Porush, a leader 
of toe group, toe Hatsofeh 
newspaper reported. 

In toe resignation letter, toe 
party’s leadership, the Council 
of Torah Sages, said their deci- 
sion would only be revoked if 
Ml Netanyahu cancelled plans 
to form a government panel to 
study toe possibility of drafting 
ultra-Orthodox youths into the 


army, Hatsofeh said. 

After three hours of trans- 
Atlantic haggling. Ml 
Netanyahu, who was in New 
York, agreed that the commis- 
sion would not be created 
without the approval of toe 
Council of Torah Sages. His 
office announced the about 
face late Sunday night but 
gave no reason for toe deci- 
sion. 

Ml Netanyahu had 
announced the formation of 
the panel last week in a bid to 
undemime support for draft 
legislation that would impose 
the draft on most ultra- 
Ortfaodox men. 

The legislation proposed by 
Labour Party leader Efaud 
Barak, would limit to 700 tire 
number of d eferm e n t s granted 
each year to students in reli- 
gious seminaries. 

Currently an average 2,800 
young Israeli men gain 


exemption from mandatory 
military service each year by 
declaring that their religious 
study is “a way of life.” 

Since the creation of Israel 
50 years ago, ultra-Orthodox 
men have obtained exemp- 
tions from military service on 
the grounds that their lives are 
dedicated to religious study. 

But as the size and political 
influence of toe ultra- 
Orthodox community has 
grown, notably in Ml 
N etanyahu’s government, toe 
routine exemption from mili- 
tary service has fuelled anger 
among Israel’s secular majori- 
ty 

Military service is mandato- 
ry for most Israeli 18-year- 
olds, with men serving three 
years and women 19 months. 
Men in addition must cany out 
one month of reserve army 
duly each year until the age of 
49. 


Gore: U.S. will never alter 


commitment to Israel ’s security 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Speaking to a national 
Orthodox Jewish group 
Sunday, Vice President AI Gore 
reaffirmed Washington’s com- 
mitment to Israel's security. 

'Whatever Israel decides 

cannot, will not, will never alter 
our f undamen tal commitment 

to Israel's security,” he told 
1,000 people attending the 
annual dinner of Agudath Israel 
of America, referring to Israel's 
decisions regarding Middle 
East peace process. 

His comments came as toe 
Clinton administratm backed 
away from a threat to suspend 
its mediation of the Middle 
East peace talks following 


Israeli Prime Munster 
Benyamin Netanyahu's rejec- 
tion of a US. proposal for terri- 
torial compromise, 

“If you believe that any dis- 
agreement on this or that would 

or even could ever lead to a 
weakening of toe bonds 
between toe U.S. and Israel™ 
think again" Mr. Gore said. 
"Those bonds will always be 
firm.” 

Ml Gore attended the 
group’s annual dinner at toe 
New York Hilton and Towers 
Hotel p receive a humanitarian 
award, given yearly by toe 
organisation, for has role in 
defending the rights of 
Orthodox Jews in the United 


States. 

Although mounting toe death 
of Rabbi Moshe Sbexer, the 
group's president for 35 years, 
Agudath Israel decided to con- 
tinue with the ceremony. 

“Among tile many concerns 
Rabbi Sharer was deeply com- 
mitted to tiie security of 
Israel,” Ml Gore said. “The 
U.S. has an absolute, uncom- 
promising commitment to 
Israel’s security.” The 77-year- 
old Sherer toed Sunday after a 
long illness. 

Agudath Israel of America, 
which is based in New York 
and promotes issues concern- 
ing Orthodox Jews, was cele- 
brating its 76th annual dinner. 


Iran: U.S. ‘bowed’ to EU pressure on Total 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
United States bowed to 
European pressure in agree- 
ing to waive sanctions against 
the French oil firm Total for 
signing a deal with Iran, toe 
Islamic Republic News 
Agency said Monday. 

“The U.S. finally bowed to 
pressure from the European 
Union Monday and waived 
sanctions threats against 
Total,” it said referring to toe 
Iran-Libya sanctions act 


which seeks to penalise non- 
U.S. firms which invest heav- 
ily in ban’s or Libya’s oil or 
gas sectors. 

US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said in 
London on Monday that the 
US. government had 
exempted an international 
consortium headed by Total 
from the so-called d’ Amato 
sanctions legislation. 

Investment by tire consor- 
tium in Iranian gas reserve 


development fell under the 
effects of the d’Amato act 
applying sanctions against 
companies investing in Iran 
and Libya. 

Ms. Albright said that she 
had decided that exemption 
of tire throe companies 
involved in the consortium 
was in the U.S. national inter- 


est 


The two other jxsnpanies 
are Ga^jrom of Russia and 
Fetronas of Malaysia. 



Indonesian soldiers watch students outside the parliament building In Jakarta Monday (Reuters photo) 


Military refuses to back deputies’ 


demands for Suharto resignation 


JAKARTA (AP) — The 
Indonesian military refused 
Monday to back parliamen- 
tary leaders' calls for 
Indonesian President 

Suharto to quit, and instead 
supported toe embattled 
autocrat’s plan to reshuffle 
his Cabinet. 

Earlier Monday, 

Indonesian Speaker of 
Parli ame nt Harmoko said 
leaders of the various politi- 
cal factions would meet 
Tuesday and ask the 76- 
year-old leader to step down. 

However, Gen. Wiranto, 
who commands toe coun- 
try's all-important military, 
said toe demand only repre- 
sented toe views of individu- 
als. 

“Based on the constitution, 
toe statement has no legdl 


basis," Gen. Wiranto told a 
crowded news conference at 
the military’s headquarters 
in central Jakarta. 

The general said any 
change in power must be 
done “constitutionally” a 
process that could take 
months or longer. 

He said any demand on 
Mr. Suharto to quit must be 
made by the whole parlia- 
ment in a formal session. 

Gen. Wiranto said toe most 
important task at hand would 
be for toe president to go 
ahead with a promised 
Cabinet reshuffle and carry 
out reforms to overcome the 
worst economic crisis in 30 
years to hit Indonesia. 

He suggested that a 
“reform council” be set up to 
work with Parliament 


He said the council should 
be made up of government 
members as well as students, 
critics and other sections of 


society. 

Gen. Wiranto also issued a 


stem warning against any 
further unrest, like the wave 
of rioting that ripped Jakarta 
and other cities last week. 
That rioting claimed mare 
than 500 lives. 

He especially warned 
against a plan by students to 
stage a mass anti-Suharto 
rally Wednesday, the 
anniversary of Indonesia's 
nationalist movement 

“There are still people suf- 
fering because of toe rioting 
and looting ” Gen. Wiranto 
said. 

Organisers have predicted 
that as many as 1 million 


protesters would hit toe 
streets of the capital and 
other cities. 

At a news conference ear- 
lier in the day, Mr. Harmoko 
said leaders of the factions in 
Par liament would meet 
Tuesday to ask for the resig- 
nation of Mr. Suharto. 

LL Gen. Moetojib, the 
chief of stale intelligence, 
met with Ml Suharto 
Monday afternoon and said 
later the president looked 
calm. 

In response to Ml 
H armoko ’s call for the presi- 
dent to resign, Ll Gen. 
Moetojib quoted Mr. 
Suharto as saying: “I will 
answer this myself tomor- 
row” It was not clear how or 
in what form Mr. Suharto 
would respond. 


Iraq says 


Security 

Council’s 


Gulf sends signal to Washington 


with Sheikh Yassin’s welcome 


nuclear offer 


not enough 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq said Monday the 
U.N. Security Council's 
offer to declare the 
country free of nuclear 
weapons was not 
enough and failed to 
address Baghdad's calls 
for a lifting of econom- 
ic sanctions. 

'The Security 

Council’s decision does 
not match up to the 
minimum of Iraq's 
demands, nor its huge 
sacrifices’' in disarma- 
ment, the Iraqi cabinet 
said, quoted in official 
newspapers. 

The cabinet, in a 
meeting chaired by 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, dismissed the 
move as “insufficient" 
and said “Iraq is still 
waiting for the Security 
Council to lift the 
embargo” in force 
since Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The Security Council 
last Thursday said its 
offer on nuclear 
weapons depended on 
Iraq providing answers 
to all outstanding ques- 
tions from the 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

The 15 -member 
Council is set to discuss 
closing the nuclear file 
in July at the earliest 

Despite the progress, a 
crippling oil embargo 
can be lifted only after 
Iraq fully complies with 
U.N. requirements that 
all its nuclear, biologi- 
cal and chemical 
weapons as well as 
long-range missiles be 
dismantled. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Gulf states 
sent a si gnal to Washington, 
sponsor of toe deadlocked 
Middle East peace process, by 
giving Hamas leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin a w arm welcome 
in toe region, analysts and diplo-. 
mats said Monday. 

The welcome for Sheikh 
Yassin, whose movement is a 
swam enemy of Israel and toe 
peace process, was also meant id 
reassure local public opinion of 
toe Gulf Arab monarchies' sup- 
port for toe Palestinians, they 
said. 

The spiritual grade and 
founder of Hamas, who was 
released in October after eight 
years in Israeli jafl, is in Yemen 
winding up a visit to toe Arabian 
peninsula that kicked off in 
Saudi Arabia in Match. 

“Gulf leaders want to warn 
Israeli Prime Minister Be n y am in 
Netanyahu that they could take a 
tougher line,” and tone down 
their support for toe peace 
process, said Abdullah Hemadi, 
a political analyst in Qatar 

They are also sending a mes- 
sage to toe United States “to step 
its micanditional support for 
Israel" 

“It’s a gesture of defiance 
towards toe American sponsors 
of toe peace process,” which has 
been in deadlock for more than a 
year, a Western diplomat in 
Doha said. 

Mr. Hemadi said toe oil-rich 


Gulf Arab states also sought to 
bring Pales tinian National 
Authority President Yasser 
Arafat closer id Hamas and per- 
suade him to stop making con- 
cessions to Israel 

During the tour by Sheikh 
Yassin, both toe Saudi and 
Yemeni leaderships called far 
the Palestinians to dose ranks. 

Hassan Madan, apolitical ana- 
lyst based in Sharjah, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), said that 
“Gulf leaders warn toe FLO 
leader [Arafat] to take a firmer 
stand in negotiations with 
Israel." 

The warmth of toe public 
reception for Sheikh Yassin was 
also a sign of disenchantment in 
toe Gulf over “Arab policies in 
toe peace process, especially by 
the Paksiinians,’’ be said. 

Abdullah Shaiji, who *«***■« 
political science at Kuwait 
University, called the visit “a 
sign of [the emirate's] indepen- 
dence” from the United States, 
which liberated it from Lap 
occupation in the Gulf war of 
1991. 

Kuwait warned to show other 
Gulf leaders that it is not fully 
aligned with the United States 
and would ^s upport the 
Palestinians if the peace process 
fails,” Ml Shaip said. 

An Arab diplomat in Riyadh 
said Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, 
wanted To show is support for 
toe Palestinian people, whatever 


their choke, even if it is armed 
struggle." 

In die Saudi kingdom, the 
semi-paralysed Hamas tender 
underwent medical treatment 
and made toe pilgrimage to 
Islam's holiest sites in Mecca. 
Down Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz visited Sheikh 
Yassin in hospital. 

Qatar's emir. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa AI Thani, called on 
him in a Doha hotel in a depar- 
ture from protocol 

Local television showed 
footage of toe emir kissing 
Sheikh Yassin on the forehead in 
a sign of respect The next day, 
Qatari imams who lead prayers 
in mosques called for the faithful 
to support Hamas. 

Sheikh Yassin also met top 
officials in Iran 

UAE Resident Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan AI Nahayan had a 
long encounter with toe leader of 
Hamas in front of TV cameras. 

And last week, toe Hamas 
founder was toe first Palestinian 
leader to visit Kuwait anri* the 
Gulf war when toe Ffetestihians 
were accused of siding with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

His stay in the emirate - j$ 
reported to have contributed to 
Kuwaiti Foreign • Manser 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah's decision to band in bis 
resignation because he' was 
opposed to the visit. 


Egypt bans sale of Viagra pending teste 


CAIRO (ATP) — Egypt has 
banned the sale of the male 
impotency pill Viagra until its 
side-effects are fully tested, 
although the country’s top reli- 
gious leader has given it the 
thumbs-up, health officials said 
Monday. 

Financial sources sad mean- 
while th at the share pice of toe 
U.S. drug company Pfizer 
which produces Viagra rose on 
toe Cairo stock exchange amid 
reports that the Egyptian health 
ministry would soon authori se 
its sale in Egypt. 

“We delayed issuing toe 
license legalising toe sale of 
Viagra until further rests are 
conducted to study its side- 
effects Jantiia Mussa, 
Egyptian health ministry 


under-secrettey for pharma- 
ceutical affairs, told Ageoce 
France Presse. 

The decision was taken by a 
ministerial commission in 
charge of approving and regis- 
tering medicine in Egypt, she 
said. 

Health ministry inspectors 
also embarked on Sunday on 
nationwide crackdown against 
drug stores selling Viagra 
under toe counter; Mussa said. 

The government daDy AI 
Akhbar reported Monday that 
more than 270 Viagra pffls had 
been seized in Cairo in toe 
crackdown. 

According to Egyptian and 
Arab press reports a single blue 
pill of black-market Viagra 
costs $17 JO in Egypt and toe 


miracle drug is being smug- 
gled id Saudi Arabia and fetch- 
ing more than $50. 

. The economic daily AlAIam 

AI Yean on Monday quoted 
financial sources as saying that 
Pfizer-Egypt shares rose by an 

average of five per cent daily 

Apr. 30 and May ]4. 
Egypt’s mufti Sheikh Nasr 
Earid Vessel, whose rufings on 
Islamic precepts are consadoed 
law, told tiie Arabic daily AI 
Hayat on Friday that “the use 
of mediations against sexual 
nnpotency is not ABriL” 

But Islam only approves the 
rate of potency-boosting drugs 
ifit is prov ed it ends xmpoten- 

cy and if it “improves tiie role 
^.Procreation,” 

Sheikh Wassel said. 
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Blair gets his 
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golf with Clinton 
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LONDON (AFP) — Bfififcig 
Prime Minister Tony 
and U.S. 




Clinton took tare - 


ft? 


Monday from their roundofC 
summits to play a few holes -tj 
of golf. For Blair it was fire 
first rime be has ever swung 
a club and fortunately for ^? 
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ing to m< 


him there were no officcd ^ 
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photographers or 
men to record the 
They only managed to fit jin 
a few holes before beading 
for London for an EU4J.S. 
summit Asked how Blasr^L- 
had played, his spokesman— . 
said: “By all accounts, ire -. 
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was b rilliant— at least I 
what Bill Clinton said.’ 


it's 




. "A 


Jackson almost 
gets head of state 
treatment in Namibia 
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WINDHOEK (AFP) — 
U.S. pop idol Michael 
Jackson swept into Namibia 
to a tumultuous welcome 
that took police by surprise 
and forced the cancellation 
of plans to visit a shopping 
mall and a street market 
The Air Namibia commer- 
cial plane which brought 
Jackson from Frankfurt 
overnight was stormed by 
around 1,000 screaming 
fans, who broke through 
police security, already 
stretched by toe demands of 
a southern African econom- 
ic summit here. Finance 
Minister Nangola Mbumba 
was knocked off his feet and 
trampled during the stam- 
pede while Prime Minister 
Hage Geingob was forced to 
board the plane to welcome 
the pop icon, who was treat- 
ed almost as a head of state. 
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Lennon was 
a hypocrite 



tanbined agi-no 
dispatches 


LONDON (AFP) — Julian 
Lennon, elder son of late 
singing star John Lennon, 
has accused his father of 
hypocrisy. “From my point 
of view, 1 felt he was a hyp- 
ocrite,” Lermon said of his 
father in an interview with 
toe Daily Telegraph. “Dad 
could talk of peace and love 
out loud to tire world, but he 
could never show it to the 
people who supposedly 
meant the most to trim: his 
wife and son.” John Lennon 
abandoned his wife Cynthia 
and son J ulian, then age 
five, for artist Yoke Ono, 
with whom he barf another 
son, Sean. J ulian has recent- 
ly inherited part of bis 
father’s fortune, but the 
paper said Sean had got the 
bulk of it, estimated at $370 
million. 
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Sinatra’s secret 
daughter hopes to 
be recognised in will 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — Frank 
Sinatra’s secret danghter 
spoke for the first time of 
her grieving for toe father 
she never knew. Deana 
Moore, who lives in 
Sydney, was bam 40 years 
ago in London after a brief 
affair between her mother: 
Hungarian actress Eva 
Bartok and Sinatra, toe 
Sydney Daily Telegraph 
reported. She said sbe hoped 
the singer would do what he 
never did in life — tell the 
world in his will that he 
recognised her as his child. 
“How could it have hurt him 
at the end to be a gentle- 
man?” the paper quoted her 
assaying. 
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‘Godzflia’ takes 
Manhattan by storm 


^ it 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Some 13,000 people arc 
expected to attend the world 
premier here Monday of 
“Godzilla,” the latest movie 
based on the Japanese saga 
of the fire^ breathing lizard. 
This time GodzaQa, feiest 
incarnation of tire original 
big lizard in. tiie" "1^6 
Japanese movie, .’is ijurieis 
dangerous than evez; having 
become radioactive as a 
result of exposure to French 
nuclear testing in the 
Pacific. The film- will- have 

toe biggest launch -of- any, 

movie in the United States 
ydth 7,000 dramas prepar- 
ing to show it 
Wednesday. 
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